UNofficial Stanton Township Annual Minutes

2022

2022 Stanton Township Annual Meeting

March 8th, 2022
31186 40th Avenue Way

Cannon Falls, MN 55009

Clerk Cheryle Peters called the meeting to order at 8:10 PM. (note: 14 residents signed the attendance roster.) Goodhue County Sheriff, Marty Kelly and Goodhue County Commissioner, Brad Anderson attended. Residents, Jenelle Sternitzky, Danny Lundell, Rosie Schluter and Dave Garner attended via Zoom.  
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Zoom attendees were acknowledged:  Jenelle Sternitzky, Dave Garner, Rosie Schluter and Danny Lundell.
Clerk, Cheryle Peters, invited Goodhue County Commissioner, Brad Anderson to address the audience.  Commissioner Anderson briefly discussed several items concerning residents and taxpayers.  Noted subjects included Code Red Emergency Notifications, Road Projects, Re-Districting, Property Taxes, Local Road Improvement Program benefits utilized by Goodhue County

Cheryle invited Goodhue County Sheriff, Marty Kelly, to address the audience.  Moderator, Jack Schlichting invited him to give an address. He introduced himself and thanked the audience for the opportunity to speak.  He spoke briefly about the department’s efforts regarding a variety of topics. Danny Lundell suggested, to Sheriff  Kelly,  that the deputies run the township roads.  
Minutes of 2021 Annual Meeting

Clerk Cheryle Peters read the minutes from the previous Annual Meeting, 2021.
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the minutes of 2021, as read.  Heather Sharp seconded the motion.  The motion passed in house.  Dave Garner voted to approve on line. 
Jack Schlichting called for a motion to suspend reading of the details of “Checks and Deposits.”
Karen Slininger made a motion to suspend the reading of the details of “Checks and Deposits.”
Mary Lundell seconded the motion.  The motion passed in house.  Dave Garner voted to approve on line.    

Road Report for the Year of 2021
Karen Slininger, Chair of the Town Board, began the report by thanking the Stanton Township Treasurer, Mary Lundell, for researching the records for the meeting. Chair Slininger reported Stanton Township roadway Major Expenses for 2021 as:  gravel $70, 829.83; chloride $19, 352.63; Chloride reimbursements were $5,800.00 for a net expense of $13,552.63. 

Tree/Brush /Noxious Weed Removal was stated as $5, 850.00.
Seal Coating and Black Top Repair was stated as $3,200.00.

Engineering Fees were stated as -$4,820.00 necessary for the application to the MNDot Local Road Improvement Program; the Oxford Mill Road project was not awarded a grant in 2021.  MnDot funds are expected to be available to competing applicants, again in 2022.  

Total Fire Protection was stated as $36,654.04; Randolph/Hampton Fire District $21, 654.56 + Cannon Falls Rural Fire Association $14,999.49.

Equipment Replacement was stated as a $10,000 deposit toward the purchase of a tractor from Minnesota Ag Group; the balance due $117, 500.00, upon delivery, anticipated June 2022.  
Major Receipts were stated as $61,034.13 in American Rescue Program Act Funds.  Another $61, 034.13 is committed to Stanton Township for 2022.
Mr. Meuhring inquired about the Oxford Mill Road Proposal.  Chair Slininger explained that the project would hopefully widen the paved portion of Oxford Mill Road north of Stanton Trail. 
Reading of the Board of Audit Report for the Year of 2021- Clerk Cheryle Peters read aloud
the mandated CTAS report, Schedule 1.  The reading of Schedule 9 was suspended. The Treasurer’s written Report was posted on the bulletin board and was available in copy. 
Heather Sharp made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for 2021, as read.  Phil Muehring seconded the motion.  The motion passed by acclamation.  Dave Garner voted accepted on line.
Questions: Interaction Between Board, Residents and Guests: Moderator, Jack Schlichting, invited interaction.  
Rosie Schluter addressed the audience via Zoom on the subject of annexation by the City of Cannon Falls.  Ken Burns expressed an interest in gauging the immanency of an adversarial annexation. Rosie reported that she had heard brief discussion of annexation at only the December EDA meeting. She stated that she would like to attend the Town Board meeting in March to discuss the subject further, specifically tax base.  
Heather Sharp commented on the benefits of community involvement and understanding.  
Mary Lundell asked Rosie if she had seen any maps of proposed annexation areas.  Mary encouraged official StantonTownship representation at the appropriate City meetings.

Jack Schlichting thanked Rosie.  Ken Burns commented on the issue of school district funding; he stated that  township residents do pay a portion of their property taxes to a school district. He invited input regarding residential development in the area near Highway 19 and Highway 52.  Danny Lundell inquired about water treatment infrastructure in the aforementioned area.  
Chairman Slininger announced that the Stanton Township Planning Commission had recently finished a new Solar Ordinance set for public hearing in April; copies of the draft were available for review.

Moderator Schlichting invited interaction with the Town Board; Jenelle Sternitzky described ongoing interactions with the Stanton Township Board of Supervisors regarding fumes in the area of Cannon Custom Cabinets.  

Heather Sharp commented on the demand for variances relative to the township ordinance controls; ordinances should be reviewed and respected.  
Mary Lundell made a motion to recommend to the Planning Commission for a review of accessory building control thresholds.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a voice vote.  
Cheryle Peters reported that the township had received a letter from Mr. Chuck Schwartau, representing the Goodhue County Fair; as Secretary he had requested a monetary donation for capital improvements to the fair grounds.  Jack Schlichting read the letter aloud. The letter did not request a specific amount.  
Heather Sharp made a motion to donate $1,000 to the Goodhue County Historical Society.  No second.
Mary Lundell made a motion to donate $200 to the Goodhue County Fair.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-2.
Cheryle reported that Robin Wipperling, Executive Director of the Goodhue County Historical Society, had sent a letter making a monetary request. Jack Schlichting read the letter aloud.  The letter did not request a specified amount.  
Mary Lundell made a motion to donate $200 to the Goodhue County Historical Society, as in years past. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed by acclamation vote.   
Review of the Levy and Budget From the Year 2021:  

Town Board Treasurer, Mary Lundell, summarized and described options.   She noted that the COVID Fund, in the amount of $61,034.14, is a basket of money that had been deposited by MMB as revenue sourced from the Federal Government through the American Rescue Program Act.  Amounts within the basket can be dispersed at the discretion of the Town Board Supervisors.  
Treasurer Lundell described the Levy payable in 2022. The Levy Fund amounts, for 2023, would be proposed likewise. She reported that the Levy can be certified to Goodhue County in late September as voted or as only a lower amount.   

Vote on Levy- Payble in the Year 2023:

Nora Felton made a motion to levy $36,000 for the General Fund. Heather Sharp seconded the motion to levy $36,000 in the General Fund.  The motion passed by a voice vote.   
Ken Burns made a motion to levy $210,000 for the Road and Bridge Fund, contingent upon the award of a MnDot Grant for the improvement of Oxford Mill Road.  Nora Felton seconded the motion to levy $210,000 in the Road and Bridge Fund. 

Karen Slininger made a motion to levy $34,000 for the Heavy Equipment Replacement Fund.  Mary Lundell seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.     

Heather Sharp made a motion to levy $38,000 for the Fire Fund.  Nora Felton seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote.  

Ken Burns made a motion to levy $2,000 for the Building Fund. Heather Sharp seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote.  

Mary summarized the total 2023 Stanton Township Levy as $320,000; $80,000 net increase in the total; 
A Dot Local Road Improvement Program Grant was pending for the purpose of improving the northern paved portion of Oxford Mill Road.
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the total 2023 Levy, as $320,000, with certification conditional upon a MnDot grant award for described improvements to Oxford Mill Road. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice.    
Nora Felton made a motion to appoint the Beacon as the official newspaper, the Town Hall as the official posting place, Tuesday, March 14th, for the 2023 Annual Meeting date and time.   Heather Sharp seconded the motion.  The motion passed by voice vote.   
Call for the Election Results of Two Races:

Three Year Term Supervisor-Karen Slininger -           27
Write Ins-                                                                          00
Blank Ballot                                                                      00
Total Voters                                                                      27
Two Year Term Clerk- Cheryle Peters    

         19
Write Ins                                                                               6
Blank Ballot                                                                          2                        

Total Voters___________________________________ 27              


                                 
Old Business:  The Local Road Improvement Program was described as a grant program managed by the Minnesota Department of Transportation. Ken Burns reported that the township had engaged an engineer and subsequently applied for a grant in the amount of $878, 516.  Stanton Township was not awarded a grant for 2021.
New Business: ARPA Funds- Treasurer, Mary Lundell, briefly described ARPA and reported that those funds have been received in the amount of $61, 034.13.  Another portion of the same amount would be received in 2022.
Adjournment:

Phil Meuhring made a motion to adjourn. Nora Felton seconded the motion. The motion passed by voice vote. Meeting adjourned at 10:30pm.

Jack Schlichting announced that the Board of Canvas would meet immediately to verify election counts.  (Note:  This is considered a paid board meeting.)

Respectfully Submitted__________________________________
   Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk, Stanton Township
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