Approved Minutes January 18th, 2022



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Supervisor, Ken Burns; Town Board Chair, Karen Slininger; Town Board Vice-Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Applicants: None attended via Zoom; Applicants: Tyler Harrison; Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Nate Icaza attended to speak to the Town Board.  
Chair, Karen Slininger, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Karen called to reveal any conflicts of interest. None were heard.

Approval of Agenda: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the agenda, adding Mr. Nate Icaza to speak and an ARPA Fund Spending Resolution under New Business; a Resolution Relating to Appointing Election Judges 25 Days Before an Election was added, also under the subject of New Business, using its identifying name, not number.   The subject of an “unauthorized” occasional card was not discussed as an agenda item, under the Clerk’s Report. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

Approval of Minutes From December 21st, 2021: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the December Minutes. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  Bob Benson abstained due to his absence, 12-21-21.  The motion passed 2/0.  
Public to Speak: Town Board, Chair Karen Slininger, invited Nate Icaza, 30903 Highway 56 Blvd, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to speak.  Mr. Icaza addressed the Town Board regarding his interest in constructing a 30ft. addition, two stalls onto the north side of his building located at 1471 310th Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009. Walls would be constructed at a height of over 16’ to accommodate trailer heights.
Mr. Icaza explained that his LLC, Nate’s Garage, Parcel #410171101, carries a Conditional Use Permit from Goodhue County, issued 1991 and amended 2016.  The property is 2.5 acres in Section 17, R-1 Stanton Township, A-2 Goodhue County.  
Chair, Karen Slininger, signed Mr. Icaza’s acknowledgement paperwork from Goodhue County, per his request.  

She advised him to attend the Planning Commission meeting February 8th to initiate township processing for his request.   

Zoning Requests: 
1. Tyler Harrison, 1475 300 Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 12x24 deck in Section 08; .73 acres, Parcel #410080900.  The property is located along shoreline of the Cannon River. Mr. Harrison is in process with Goodhue County for approval of a Variance on bluff setbacks.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request for a Zoning Certificate, to Tyler Harrrison, contingent upon the Goodhue County approval of a Variance on Bluff setbacks, per the site plan.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  
Chair Slininger signed Mr. Harrison’s acknowledgement paperwork from Goodhue County, per his request.  
Clerk’s Report:  
1. Cheryle reported that she had sent an email, to Warsaw Township Clerk, Darla Frandrup, regarding the future road mileage certification claim for 2022; 

2. She reported that she had mailed a hard copy of a Hold Harmless agreement regarding sprinkler heads, to Mr. Jacobson with a request to sign and return to the township.  

3. Cheryle reported that she had posted the yearly meeting calendar. 
4.  She reported that the reservation for Town Hall space for the DFL Senate 58 Caucus had been  cancelled by their BPOU representative.
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report.   Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Beginning Balance $431,012.83
	Receipts 
	$3036.18


	Disbursed
	$14,548.44


	Ending Balance 
	$419,500.57

	Ending Balance December , 2020
	$343,581.64



Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, December 1-31st, 2021, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for December, 2020 was noted as $343581.64.
Treasurer Lundell reported that MMB had sent $2640.88 accounting for an Ag Credit of $2053.88 and Township Aid in the amount of $587.00. 

Treasurer Lundell invited questions regarding the Bank Statements.  Hearing none, Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Cheryle reported that she had met with Nate Hernke regarding the heating system in the Town Hall.  He reported that he had found two situations that likely had caused failure over the holiday time. He reported that he would order some parts for a better long term fix and get back to us when they are available.  

Karen reported that when she had met with Nate at the Town Hall he had added water to the system as a remedy for a drip.  The invoice was estimated between three to five hundred dollars.      

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Building Report. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Road Report: Danny reported that he had no “eventful” news regarding roads.  
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Road Report.   Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.
Old Business:
1. Cheryle reported that Mr. Jacobsen had signed and submitted the Hold Harmless agreement in regard to the encroachment of sprinkler heads into the township Right of Way along Oxford Mill Road.  It has been received into Mr. Jacobsen’s file.  
2. Ken Burns reported that he had completed the website build at home and it would soon go “live” at the new location.  He reported that he had met with Cheryle for some insight, suggestions and a little tutoring.   Ken reported that Mary had paid for the cost of the web hosting, Directnic, as usual.  After the new build is migrated to the new location, it will go “live”. Ken invited review and suggestions. Chair Slininger thanked Ken for his work.  
3. Ken reported that he had researched options for instituting a Zoom account that would be dedicated directly to the township, removing a personal reimbursement arrangement. He reported that he had done some negotiating regarding minimum licensures.  The process was nearly finished, a bit more emailing and payment to complete.
4. Discussion ensued regarding the Solar Ordinance; would it be appropriate to offer the Draft Solar Ordinance for review at the Annual meeting, March 8th, 2022? A rough draft could be offered at the Annual meeting with the public hearing proposed for April. 

5. Regarding a public hearing in April and any other Text Amendments for the Ordinance,  Ken read aloud and commented on the “Severability” Section 10, noting that it has content similar to Section  31.  He requested a review by the Planning Commission to compare and clean up redundancy in content and correct typo’s at the February Planning Commission meeting.   
6. Karen reported that she had contacted Laura Qualle regarding Brad Anderson’s request for a review of a Broad Band Proposal offered by the City of Cannon Falls.  Ms. Qualle sent some maps for areas that could be serviced; she was not able to provide comparisons; Karen reported the information that was made available to her. Ken Burns made a recommendation to deny funding due to the lack of supporting evidence that broad band speeds could be improved in Stanton Township.  Future requests would be tasked with the same request for evidence.  
New Business:  

1. Two resolutions: resolutions to appoint election judges for the Township General election and a resolution to appoint Absentee Ballot Board judges, also, for the Township General election.  Chair Slininger read aloud both resolutions. She signed accordingly and Cheryle attested.  
Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the Absentee Ballot Board resolution according to the identifying name, not number; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the resolution to Appoint Election Judges for the Township General Election, according to the identifying name, not number; Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
2. The Local Board of Appeals and Equalizations meeting was set with the Goodhue County Assessors’ office for Wednesday, April 13th, 2022 at 11:00AM.  
3. ARPA Funds Resolution- Mary reported briefly on the general category of Lost Revenue.  It is a designation that can be used to justify the accounting and reporting of Township spending of ARPA Funds currently present in Stanton Township’s bank account; the current amount is noted as $61,034.13 in the COVID Fund.  Chair Slininger read the resolution aloud and signed. Cheryle attested.  Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Upcoming Meetings: 
· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491131671
Meeting ID: 884 9113 1671

OR participate via Zoom meeting via phone, (646) 558-8656 passcode 88491131671#  

Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
1st Tuesday: 10:00 AM and 3rd Tuesday: 10:00 AM
· MAT's 2022 Spring Legislative & Research Committee Meeting on Thursday, February 24 from 9 AM to 3 PM  https://bit.ly/LRSpring2022
· Stanton Township Board of Audit Meeting Wednesday, January 26, 2022 @ 5pm.  As a note to the Board of Audit meeting, Mary informed the Town Board that she would like to make the Fund transfers
before the meeting on the 26th , for the year 2021.  Fund transfers would be from the General to the COVID.  

Reports of Meetings Attended:  
Cheryle reported that she had attended the Tuesday MAT conference 01-04-22 on 01-11-22 on the subject of spending resolutions and Legislative Session beginning 01-31-22, via Zoom.  

Ken Burns reported that he had attended a Goodhue County Park Board meeting, 12-28-21.  He reviewed the Byllesby Park Pavilion general design: design costs of $163,000 for a total cost of $2,980,274.50; no walls, electricity, running water, kitchen area and rest rooms.
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2\0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:27pm.
Respectfully submitted,

 _______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Karen Slininger

Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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