Approved Minutes September 20th, 2022



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell;  Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Jenelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom.  Applicants: Brent Jaeger and Lisa Jaeger; Jim Chojnaki, John Pernic, Dave and Kathy Garner attended the meeting. Deputy Matt Garrick, Goodhue County Sheriff’s office, attended.  Kevin Millage did not attend.
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. None were heard.  

Approval of Agenda: Mary Lundell requested to be added to the agenda under the Public to Speak section. John Pernic had been added to the agenda; Mr. Chojnaki had been added to the agenda.  Dave Garner had been added to the agenda.  Ken Burns requested a report on the sale of the old tractor.  Bob requested discussion regarding a pothole. 

 Ken Burns made a motion to approve the agenda, as amended.   Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Approval of Minutes From August 16th, 2022: Mary Lundell noted that the Better Angels group had changed their name to Braver Angels. Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the August Minutes, with the edit.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Public to Speak: 
Goodhue County Sheriff Deputy Matt Garrick attended the Town Board meeting for Community Engagement purposes.  Deputy Garrick initiated conversation with the audience asking if there were any concerns regarding occurrences in the community that they would like communicated to Sheriff Kelly; 
The Town Board thanked Deputy Marrick for attending.   
1. John Pernic, 32574 Oxford Mill Road, approached the podium to express his opposition to the proposed zoning change of Parcel #410241800.  Mr. Pernic stated his concern that changing the parcel zone from Residential to Agricultural would allow a feedlot to operate ½ mile distance from his home.  Some discussion ensued comparing township zoning with Goodhue County zoning and the requirement to occasionally mesh other jurisdictions, as well.  

Mr. Pernic referred to the Goodhue County Comprehensive Plan.  He cautioned official township board action in light of the plan. Mr. Pernic contended that the long term conversion should be from Agricultural to Residential.  He supported using entire sections as zoning distinctions, not geographical features such as roads or rivers.   
Chairman Benson supported the concept of returning residential land back to agricultural when it is requested and prudent to do so; Stanton Township supports agriculture.  

Mr. Pernic thanked the Board of Supervisors.

2. Dave Garner, 30187 4th Avenue Way, Randolph, MN 55065, requested to address the Board of Supervisors regarding the slope on 4th Avenue Way where he maintains the ditch; there is too much tilt to safely mow the crest of the hill. He would like to reduce the crest.  
 Some discussion ensued. The north side of the driveway was determined to be the appropriate height limit with the south side sloping, using fill, for mowing and drainage purposes; drainage swales should be kept lower than 4th Avenue Way and lower than Sciota Trail.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to approve a design adjustment for the re-grading of the slope on 4th Avenue Way.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
3. Kevin Millage, 59th Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009 did not attend the meeting.  

4. Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, suggested a review of the A-3 zoning discussion relative to single parcel zoning changes.  
Zoning Requests: 
1. Chair, Bob Benson, invited Brent and Lisa Jaeger, 31997 Willow Trail, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to make their request for  a Zoning Change from R-1 to A-2, Parcel #410241800.  Goodhue County zones the 39.50 acre parcel, A-3.  Mr. Jaeger had stated that the residential zoning does not allow the care and feeding of livestock or roosters.  He stated that the amount of acreage should be adequate for about 5 head of cattle.  Bob Benson made a motion to approve the proposed Map Amendment/Zoning Change.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2/1.  
Bob Benson stated that the township supports agriculture and he supports returning land, with a history of agricultural use, for agricultural purposes, as a best use.  Karen Slininger stated that a recently granted Map Amendment is consistent with the Jaeger’s proposal. Ken Burns voted no with consideration for properties currently zoned for Residential use.    
2. Jim Chojnaki, 789 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested approval to site a 30x80x12 hoop style canvas structure for storage purposes on his 30.59 acre parcel, zoned R-1. The parcel currently sites a 10x20, 10x12 and a 14x32 all conforming for the lot size.  The Town Board suggested a public hearing because of the 30x80 size and 10 year durability rating.  Mr. Chojnaki declined the public hearing.  
Clerk’s Report:  

Cheryle reported that she needed a resolution appointing Election Judges for the General Election November 8th, 2022. Resolution #09202022 was read aloud. Karen Slininger made a motion to adopt.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   Bob Benson signed and Cheryle Peters attested.  
Cheryle reported that the electrician was slated to run power for the door openers to operate automatically.  
Cheryle reported that there is a new meeting schedule for the year to accommodate the change for the Planning Commission meeting to Notember 7th, 2022. Cheryle requested authorization to publish in the Beacon for: Planning Commission meeting change, Notice of Election, and Notice of Public Accuracy Testing.
Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Beginning Balance $379,095.18
	Receipts 
	$209.83


	Disbursed
	$9,800.15


	Ending Balance 
	$369,504.86


	Ending Balance
 August,  2021
	$365,988.62



Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, August1st-31st, 2022, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for August 2021 was noted as $365,988.62.
She reported that the bulk of the receipts were from some Zoning Certificates and some interest on the checking account.  Mary reported the amount of the COVID Fund as $121,725.28.  The automatic door project will be expensed out of the COVID Fund. Mary briefly described the nature of the ARRPA 

money. 

Treasurer Lundell invited questions.    

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 

Road Report: Danny reported that he had taken the old tractor to an auction conducted by Matt Maring’s Auction Service. The check did arrive in the USPS in the amount of $10,212.The amount will be reported on the September bank statement. 
It was noted that the invoice for the brushing rental equipment had not yet arrived in the mail. Danny requested a review of the invoice.  

Danny commented on debris left behind at a contamination clean up sight near Highway 56 and 19.

Danny requested authorization to order decals for the new tractor; authorization was given.
Discussion ensued regarding a pothole on Oxford Mill Road; Danny reported that Bill Robinson would be doing the repair this season.  
Danny reported that the new tires are on the plow truck and the salt shed is full.  

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Ordinance Review: 
Old Business: Braver Angels-Cheryle reported that she had spoken with Morgan over the phone and he will be contacting Karen to select a date that might be suitable for a workshop. Possible dates were noted. 
Karen spoke briefly about some office equipment acquisitions notably a scanner/ copier/ printer; prices are better on a one year old unit.  She reported that an end of year purchase might be more economical.  

New Business: Cheryle requested some back up for the meeting use of the Town Hall building scheduled for Wednesday, October 19th@7pm if she is not available; Ken stated that he would be available.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491131671
Meeting ID: 884 9113 1671

OR participate via Zoom meeting via phone, (646) 558-8656 passcode 88491131671#  

Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
1st Tuesday: 10:00 AM and 3rd Tuesday: 10:00 AM

· MAT Annual Meeting and Conference in St. Cloud; Friday, October 14th -15th at the Rivers Edge Convention Center-St. Cloud.  Mary stated that she and Danny would attend and that she has made the appropriate arrangements.  
· Reimbursements can be directed to Loren Pohlman for one hotel room, mileage and one conference registration courtesy of the Goodhue County Officers’ Association.   
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended: 

· Ken Burns attended the Goodhue County Park Board Meeting-August 31st 1-3pm, Pioneer Road.  He reported that the Pavilion costs at the Lake Byllesby Park had gone over 2 million dollars.  
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays

Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:07pm.

Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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