Approved Minutes October 18th, 2022



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell;  Lisa Hanni, Director, Goodhue County Land Use Management; Dawn and Michael Snow;  Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Jenelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom.  Applicant: Nate Hernke 
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. None were heard.  

Approval of Agenda: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the agenda; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 

Approval of Minutes From September 20th, 2022: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the September  minutes.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Public to Speak: 
Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Land Use Management, requested township approval for the Lake Byllesby West Second Plat.  Ken Burns made a motion to approve the new plat, as described.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Zoning Requests: 
1. Nate Hernke, 208 Woodbridge, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, would like to move an existing house onto Parcel#411710050, 32420 59th Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, in the Oxford Oaks Replat subdivision area. He requested a Zoning Certificate approving excavations for the house and master suite addition and an attached garage addition. 

Mr. Hernke reported that he had closed on the lot, October 14th.   The site plan was reviewed; setbacks for the R-1 were reviewed.  Plans for the septic are in place.  
Ken Burns made a motion to approve Mr. Hernke’s request, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

2. Eron Haxhimehmeti, Zoning and Permitting Specialist Fullerton Engineering, requested approval for equipment modifications to T-Mobil apparatus attached to a tower sited at 311 320th Street.  Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request, as it was submitted.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
3. Bryan Skillestad, Cannon Properties, Inc., Cannon Falls, MN 55009, had requested confirmation for building rights on parcel #411800360, 3.99 acres located in the Lake Byllesby West Plat.  

Bob Benson made a motion to confirm that Parcel #411800360 is a buildable platted lot. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Clerk’s Report:  

1. Cheryle reported that she needed a resolution designating the Stanton Town Hall, 31186 40th Avenue Way, as the official polling place covering the year 2023.  Bob Benson read the resolution aloud.  Karen Slininger made a motion to adopt.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   Bob Benson signed and Cheryle Peters attested.  
2. Cheryle noted that some adjustments might be needed for the door openers, extending the time interval between vestibule doors.  Some discussion ensued regarding overrides and a master switch for the operation of the doors in bad weather and for the ease of voter entry on election days.  
3. Cheryle reported that she had sent the certification for the approved Levy to the Goodhue County Auditor/ Treasure’s Office.  

4. Cheryle reported that the Goodhue County Tax Assessors’ Office would like to meet with Stanton Township LBAE on Wednesday, April 19th, @11am at the Town Hall; the date and time were confirmed for the Town Board’s attendance. Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Beginning Balance $369,504.86
	Receipts 
	$10,634.22


	Disbursed
	$10,887.22


	Ending Balance 
	$369,251.86


	September,  2021
	351,201.86


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, September 1st-30th, 2022, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for September 2021 was noted as $351,201.86.
She reported that the bulk of the receipts were from the sale of the old tractor conducted by Matt Maring’s Auction service, August 13th, some Zoning Certificates and some interest on the checking account.  

Treasurer Lundell invited questions.    

Karen Slininger made a motion to expense the door opener project and the sign order from the COVID Fund 260.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: MATIT Insurance Scheduled to remove voting equipment because Goodhue County now covers these items considered as Electronic Data Processing equipment.  The Commercial Liability Premium will now be collected in March instead of November.  
Road Report: Cheryle reported that the new owner of the property to the west of the Town Hall had sent an email inquiring about maintenance on 37th Avenue Way.  Cheryle reported that she had informed the neighbor that the township has not historically maintained the road.  
Some discussion ensued regarding the historical use of 37th Avenue Way as an access to parcels to the north, maintained by those using the access.    
Danny reported that there has been some recent farm traffic to the west of the Town Hall property; sprayers have been coming from the north/south road near the hill from 40th Avenue Way.  Danny suggested a visual review, with Bob, when there was a good time to do so.  
Cheryle reported that Carrie Kuhrberg, 33955 Warsaw Trail, had emailed the township to ask if she could post “no spray” signs in her yard, along the right of way.  She stated that she had been away and came home to find that her wild roses had been damaged.   

Mr. Benson stated the need to keep the noxious weeds away from the road and Rights of Way. In her email, Ms. Kuhrberg stated that she had come to a town hall meeting some years ago and had not expected damage this season.  Mr. Benson called out the location for an inspection on the Spring Road Tour.  
Danny reported that the boring project across 325th near Scott Gustafson’s had been finished and looks well restored.  Bob Benson made a motion to return Mr. Gustafson’s check for $5,000 submitted as a performance bond protecting the township.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Danny reported that the roads are bone dry and dusty; product is being lost. Danny reported that some of the townships had done extra spraying of chloride.  Grading will be postponed until a significant amount of rain comes.
Danny reported that he had filled some potholes and could use some more rock to have on hand.  Approval was given.  The roads were deemed to be in good shape.  

Danny reported that he had met with Jennifer Ziemer regarding the placement location for the proposed gate to the Canoe Launch in the Cascade Area.  It should be installed within about the next two weeks.

Cheryle was asked to investigate the status of the 330th Street cleanup operation in light of imminent frost.  Some discussion ensued regarding responsible parties.    
It was noted that Danny had reviewed the invoice for charges from Minnesota Equipment for the rental of the boom mower, time shared with the Boy Scout Camp.  Danny indicated that the vendor’s invoice to the township was correct, however, the accounting might need to be pro-rated to reflect the shared uses: Stanton Township had used the mower for 28.4 hours; the Boy Scout Camp used the mower for 10 hours; the delivery charge was $280 shared between Stanton Township and the Boy Scout Camp.  The Boy Scout Camp had contributed $1,500, already.   Danny reported that the total due the vendor, Minnesota Equipment, from the township was for the correct amount.     

Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Ordinance Review: 
Old Business: Braver Angels-Morgan will be contacting Karen to select an available time slot and date that might be suitable for a workshop. Possible dates were noted for elimination purposes.   
Goodhue County Land Management will be using the Town Hall building Wednesday, October 19th @7pm.
Supervisor, Karen Slininger, had agreed to attend the October 11th meeting of the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association, as a representative of Stanton Township. Cheryle noted that the association might need data to make their argument with the City of Cannon Falls.  The city had made an assertion, regarding township participations. Data from the townships might be helpful when negotiating with the city.  Mr. Melhouse and Mr. Fehling noted that they had requested documentation, from the city.    

New Business: Cheryle reported that the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association has requested to use the Stanton Town Hall Thursday, November 17th@ 4pm for a meeting with participating township officials regarding upcoming negotiations with the City of Cannon Falls.  Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Karen Slininger agreed to attend and represent Stanton Township.  
Cheryle noted that there is no mechanism to pay Planning Commissioners for their time spent on research, field trips or site visits, etc. outside of their Regular Planning Commission Meeting time.  Mary stated that the current Wage Notices for Planning Commissioners are valid only for Meeting or Training pay; no hourly pay. Some discussion ensued regarding pay for Planning Commissioners in light of the Town Board’s assignment, to study zonings and geographical areas that are relevant to recent zoning requests.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491131671
Meeting ID: 884 9113 1671

OR participate via Zoom meeting via phone, (646) 558-8656 passcode 88491131671#  

Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
1st Tuesday: 10:00 AM and 3rd Tuesday: 10:00 AM

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Annual Meeting and Conference in St. Cloud; Friday, October 14th -15th at the Rivers Edge Convention Center-St. Cloud.  Mary stated that she and Danny did attend. She reported that harassment rules had been reviewed by MAT; non verbal campaigning was noted as a possible harassment offense.   
Mary reported that she had attended a session conducted by the Secretary of State’s Office on the subject of elections.

She reported that the Braver Angels representatives were keynote speakers at the conference.  
She reported that some townships are asking that seated township officials repeat their respective Oath of Office periodically throughout their terms. Mary also confirmed that there is some ongoing litigation occurring between MAT and MATIT.  

Mary reported that the trainers taught that agendas do not need to be “approved” before meetings.  Agendas are meant to provide order and are not necessarily an item for Board of Supervisor voting.
· Reimbursements can be directed to Lorin Pohlman for one hotel room, mileage and one conference registration courtesy of the Goodhue County Officers’ Association, with the proper documentation for their contributions to three townships.  

· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays-Cheryle reported that she had attended/viewed an interesting Short Conference training regarding Oaths of Office.  
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:03pm.

Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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