Approved Minutes November 15th, 2022



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell;  Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Jenelle Sternitzky, David Augustine, Tara Clawson attended via Zoom.  Stephanie and Steve Stodden, Ian Smith, John Moorhouse, Jefferey Burcum, Bob Benson, Dave Garner and Melissa Garner 
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. Some brief discussion ensued regarding a possible conflict regarding road access issues.
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening.   
Approval of Minutes From October, 2022: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the October minutes, per edits.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Public to Speak: 
1. Ms. Stephanie Stodden, 33013 58th Ave Path, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, was invited to the podium to address the Town Board on the subject of utility easements along Lots 1 and 2, Block Two in the Oxford Hills Plat, combined to form the parcel #411600080. The parcel is for sale and the prospective buyers would like some reassurance from the township that the easements associated with the platted blocks can be vacated by the township, eliminating those interests of Stanton Township.   
Ms. Stodden explained that a title search had discovered existing drainage easements intended for township rights of way.  Ken Burns established that drainage easements did exist elsewhere on the perimeter of the property and Ms. Stodden confirmed the existence of a basement.  Ms. Stodden stated that no work had been done to warrant location markings, Gopher One as an example. The general direction for existing utilities: electrical, cable, phone, etc was reviewed for any possible centrally located areas receiving tie-ins and such.  The home does indeed have a basement.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to vacate Stanton Township's interests in the 20 foot drainage and utility easements located between Lots One and Two, as they are shown to be contiguous within Block Two, of the Oxford Hills Plat; The depth of Parcel #411600080 remains 150 feet, retaining the 10 foot drainage and utility easements along the back of the property.  Parcel #411600080 fronts 210 feet along 58th Avenue Path. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Per an email from Samantha Pierret, Goodhue County Zoning Administrator, a formal township vacation process would be required for the county to record the vacation of said easements.  Cheryle Peters indicated that she would gather necessary contact information to proceed.  
2. Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Land Use Management, was not able to attend however did send an email regarding an access issue for the reconfiguration of Parcels #410150600 and #410220200.  The reconfiguration for the proposed Administrative Plat requires access from a public road, for an official recording of the plat.  
Chair, Bob Benson, invited John Moorhouse, 45526 Linda Lane, Kilkenny, MN 56052, to explain a request to the Board of Supervisors.  On behalf of his parents, Allard and Joyce Moorhouse, John Moorhouse would like to establish the record of a cartway, confirming the historical access to multiple landlocked properties.  
Discussion ensued regarding the historical use of the properties and the process needed to confirm access. Mr. Moorhouse stated that he would gather signatures for a petition to establish a cartway, extending to the northwest of 37th Avenue Way.    
3. Dave Garner, 30187 4th Avenue Way, Randolph, MN 55065, came to the podium to address the supervisors regarding a proposed reconfiguration of his property lines and the possible change in the legal description of his property.  Mr. Garner and Melissa Garner, 30187 4th Avenue Way, referenced an alley way to the west of the Garner property as it relates to a pending sale of contiguous property.  
Tara Clawson, Edina Realty, explained some of the transactional details in representing her client, Mr. David Augustine.  Some discussion ensued regarding historical township process and a possible future township vacation of said alley way.  Dave, Melissa, Mr. Augustine and Tara Clawson thanked the Town Board for their time.  
4. Bob Benson, 30391 Highway 19 Boulevard, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, described the road 32nd Avenue Way, as it is shown on the Goodhue County GIS mapping; the road is shown as ending at the gates, near the Scout Ranger’s home, 30600 32nd Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009.  
The Scout Ranger would like the township to vacate 32nd Avenue Way from the corner of 310th Street.  Discussion ensued regarding the township’s view of the proposal; a petition would be needed from the affected property owners.  
Zoning Requests: Mr. Johnson had postponed his appearance before the Town Board Supervisors.  
Clerk’s Report:  

1. Cheryle reported that 585 voters were counted at the General Election November 8th.  Equipment used was: the Poll Pad Rosters and printers, the OmniBallot Tablet with printer and the DS200 Scanner and tape printer.  
2. Cheryle reported that she had returned Mr. Gustafson’s check for $5000, held as security for road excavation damage.
3. Cheryle reported that she had sent the certification for Road Mileage to Goodhue County Public Works in the amount of 32.82 miles; the amount represented an addition of approximately one quarter mile expensed to Warsaw Township for road maintenance duties on 340th Street Way.  Cheryle reported that she had consulted with Warsaw Township on the increase.  
Some brief discussion ensued regarding the townships, the counties and the DOT in terms of accounting for miles. Ken Burns indicated that he had spoken with Greg Isakson and that the county has a plan to update the system using some mapping services and GPS coordinates.  
4. Cheryle reported that she had contacted Lorin Puhlman regarding the offered reimbursement of the Annual Meeting and Conference expenses awarded by the Goodhue County Association of Township Officers. 
5. Cheryle reported that she had discussed the subject of 330th Street Way Soil Excavation with an insurance analyst in late October.  

Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Beginning Balance $369,251.86
	Receipts 
	$2,251.11


	Disbursed
	$16,677.23


	Ending Balance 
	$354,825.74


	October,  2021
	339,050.33


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, October 1st-31st, 2022, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for October 2021 was noted as $339,050.33.
She reported that the bulk of the receipts were from the Agricultural Market Value Credit in the amount of $1909.65.  
Mary added that some paychecks had been outstanding but located; she encouraged all to cash or deposit checks with the end of the year soon approaching. 

Treasurer Lundell invited questions.    

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Cheryle reported that the toilet in the Women’s Bathroom had been running and spraying; the water valve seemed to be seized.    Cheryle requested a reference for a plumber; Gergen‘s was suggested.  
Ken Burns requested that a call be placed to Nate Hernke regarding parts and repair servicing. Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Building Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Road Report: Danny asked about a gas card to use during off hour plowing times.  Mary agreed to set up a Casey’s credit card account for the township.  The BP card would be used until the new account with Casey’s has been activated.  
Danny reported that Beau Stock had installed a new culvert at his access from 57th Avenue Court.  Bob Benson indicated that he would speak with Beau regarding a culvert inspection.   
Danny reported that Nate Icaza installed a culvert; Bob Benson indicated that he would speak with Nate regarding  a culvert inspection.   

Some brief discussion ensued regarding the Boom Mower Rental with the Boy Scout Camp.  Danny agreed to discuss the subject with Ranger Don Benson. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Ordinance Review: 
Old Business: 
1. The Braver Angels Workshop time slot, Thursday, January 5th, 2022 has been confirmed as the date that worked for most people; Township Supervisors, Planning Commissioners and the Road Department are invited to participate.  

2. Cheryle reported that she had a conflict with Thursday, November 17th, for the Cannon Falls Rural Fire Association building use at 4pm.  Karen Slininger confirmed her attendance , as planned to represent Stanton Township at the meeting.  

3. Rosie Schluter sent an email stating that the newly elected mayor of Cannon Falls is supportive of annexation.  Ken Burns indicated that he would be willing to attend some meetings if necessary.  
New Business: 
A Short Meeting time to sign payroll checks was discussed.  Cheryle stated that she would not be available until Friday afternoon and Mary stated that she would not be available over the weekend.  Bob Benson indicated that he would be available most time. Karen Slininger agreed to review timesheets; Heidi VanDeSteeg was phoned for a Deputy Clerk duty.  
The Township Board of Audit meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, January 25th, 2023 at 5pm.    
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491131671
Meeting ID: 884 9113 1671

OR participate via Zoom meeting via phone, (646) 558-8656 passcode 88491131671#  

Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
1st Tuesday: 10:00 AM and 3rd Tuesday: 10:00 AM
Supervisors’ Invitation to Goodhue County Zoning meeting in December

Karen Slininger stated that she would be attending the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Training on line.  

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Karen Slininger made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50pm.

Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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