Approved Minutes May 17th, 2022WS



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell;  Suresh Dubay, Applicants: Marc Slininger, Jeff Davis; Michael and Mary Bunde;  Samantha Pierret and Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Zoning; Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Jenelle and Ruth Sternitzky attended via Zoom; Donna Nelson attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. Karen Slininger recused herself from voting on motions in process for applicant Marc Slininger. No others were heard.  
Approval of Agenda: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the agenda; Mary questioned Hannah’s nomination and appointment, regarding the agenda. Mary questioned Anson Brown’s appointment, as well. Mary requested adding some Payroll discussion.  Mary’s request to discuss some Payroll issues was added to the Treasurer’s Report. Mary added a request to speak on the public comment section portion of the agenda regarding the Ordinance Review and the proposed revisions for Definitions; Jenelle Sternitzky requested to speak on the public comment section, as well.  Ruth Sternitzky would like to read a prepared statement. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.
Nomination and Appointment for Hannah Regenscheid: Ken Burns made a motion to nominate Hannah Regenscheid for a full three year term as a Planning Commissioner, expiring 2025.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Approval of Minutes From April 19th, 2022: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the April Minutes, as written.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Public to Speak: Contractor, Suresh Dubay, on behalf of Bison Builders, Inc., 10200 73rd Avenue N., Suite 126, Maple Grove, MN 55369.  Mr. Dubay addressed the Town Board on behalf of Bison Builders; he offered his inspection services to detect possible storm damage on the township roofing surfaces.
Mary Lundell requested permission to comment on the Ordinance Review and the proposed revisions for Definitions; Ruth Sternitzky requested permission to read a prepared statement addressed to the Stanton Town Board of Supervisors.  

Zoning Requests: 
1. Scott and Cathy Kelly, 31961-40th Avenue, had requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a home addition, 40x24, for personal use.  Parcel # 410220600 is 4.13 acres in the A-2; 

The Kellys did not attend.
2. Michael and Mary Bunde, 33754 123rd Avenue, Stewartville, MN 55976, requested a Zoning Certificate for the improvement of Parcel #411800200. The existing home (approx.60x24) would be removed to accommodate the replacement home, a new double wide 52x28 at 2005 300th Street Way, a .35 acre lot in the Lake Byllesby West Plat.  
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  The Bundes issued a check to the township.    

3. James Simon, 30477 Oxford Mill Road, had requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of an addition to Mr. Simon’s rental property, located at 31415 Oxford Mill Road. Parcel #410241100 is 40.35 acres located in the A-2 Zoning District. The proposal is for a bedroom and bathroom extension (22x22).  Goodhue County zones the parcel A-3.  

Mr. Simon did not attend.  

4. Samantha Pierret, on behalf of Goodhue County Planning and Zoning and the Aquative Invasive Species Committee, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the installation of a pump unit that would wash off boating craft for the purpose of controlling AIS in Lake Byllesby.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Goodhue County will be invoiced for an ACH.  

5. Ryan Streff, Site Acquisition Agent | Powder River Development Services, LLC  requested a 
review for his client T-Mobile; the project was reported to be a connection with very minimal trenching. The review determined that no township permits would be required for trenching on private property.  
Clerk’s Report:  
Cheryle reported that she had submitted the first Annual ARPA (SLRP) Report to the US Treasury. Per the MAT training, no amounts should be included in the Revenue Loss category back dated more than January 7th, 2022. The Final Rule had not come into effect until April 1st for the use of this particular category.  
Cheryle reported that she had been offered an option for a separate account on LP purchased; the contracts should be coming soon in the USPS.  Some discussion ensued.  The status quo was generally approved.  
Cheryle requested a review and acknowledged correction for the April Goodhue County Cooperative Electric bill.  The draw was correct, however, the amount of the claim should have been $420.00. The acknowledgement was made for the claim.  

Cheryle reported that Dave Garner had offered to pay for the operating hardware for an automatic door opener if the township would pay for the installation.  Some discussion ensued, generally approving.  Cheryle was encouraged to get a quote for review.  

Cheryle requested approval to use the Summary method for the required legal notice in the Cannon Falls Beacon.  Karen Slininger made a motion contingent upon the outcome of the Ordinance Review to use the Summary method to publicize the Ordinance Amendment in the Cannon Falls Beacon.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0 with a stipulation that a Town Board supervisor review the Summary to appear in the Cannon Falls Beacon.   
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $413,698.08
	Receipts 
	$46,113.15


	Disbursed
	$179,239.69


	Ending Balance 
	$280,571.54

	Ending BalanceApril,  2021
	$301,851.21



Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, April1st-30th, 2022, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for April, 2021 was noted as $301,851.21.
Treasurer Lundell commented on the Wage Theft Law; she, also, requested that Township Board meetings would be called out for their duration, before adjournment. This declaration would be helpful for purposes of Payroll standards. She reported that one of the bigger receipts shows as a $45, 000 transfer toward the Heavy Equipment Replacement Fund.  The amount came from the Road and Bridge Fund according to the YTD Statement. Other revenues came from building permits.  Treasurer Lundell invited questions.    

Hearing no questions, Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 

Discussion ensued regarding Payroll. Mary explained her method for meeting declarations regarding Payroll.  Ken Burns requested a statement regarding the meeting duration, called at adjournment. The statement would call out the length of the meeting indicated on the time sheet.  Time cards are reviewed; if Mary has questions, she will contact the officers and employees.   
Mary commented that she is responsible for making sure that everyone is paid at least every 31 days and that she supported the “statement” suggestion.  
Building Report: Ken Burns requested an insurance inspection for multiple roof storm damage, incurred approximately 4-12-22 through 5-4-22. He recommended that any resultant work would be restricted to a local contractor.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Building Report. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

Road Report: 
1. Review of Annual Spring Road Inspection Notes, in a meeting format.  It was noted that additional signs might be needed.  Bob encouraged Danny to make a list of any sign that he thought was substandard.  
Some discussion ensued regarding road maintenance to Willow Trail; the 315 Street Way area, west of Willow Trail had been toured during the Annual Spring Road Inspection; the road would need to be raised and upgraded before the township would agree to maintain the road long term.  A visual had been made by the supervisors and Danny.
Danny reported that most of the rock had been applied.  

Karen inquired about immediate grading on new dumps, particularly 320th. Danny replied that the grading is not always done immediately, but before chloride. Ken requested that rock be applied before the chloride goes down.  Danny replied that multiple gradings are needed.

Bob inquired about rock 310th Street; Danny replied that the road needs some touch ups.  
Karen inquired about some penetrating grading on Sciota Trail to remove potholes.  

Danny reported that the tractor had been picked up; discussion ensued regarding parts and trainings.
Danny asked if the chloride list was ready; Cheryle replied that the established deadline had been set for May the 25th.  
He also asked if Leslie Davies had contacted the township to say how pleased she was with the condition of the road near her home. Cheryle reported that Ms. Davies had called the township; Cheryle reported that she had communicated to Karen regarding Ms. Davies’s compliment on the road conditions.  

Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Road Report.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Ordinance Review: 

· Some brief discussions ensue regarding CUP’s Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Solar Energy Systems Standards draft document as written, with all revisions for Section 31.  Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion was approved 3/0, for adoption.  
· Severability Language Titled and Located as Section 10, as a “housekeeping” item was read aloud.   Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the draft as written; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 3/0, for adoption.  

· Residential Zoning District (R-1)
c). Accessory Buildings.  No accessory building shall be constructed on any lot prior to the time of construction of the principal building to which it is accessory Accessory buildings shall be limited to the following:

1. On lots up to 1 acre-1 accessory building is allowed, square footage of building not to exceed 1100 square feet.  

2. On lots 1 acre to less than 5 acres- 2 accessory buildings are allowed, square footage of each building not to exceed 1500 square feet.

3. On lots 5 acres to less than 40 acres- 3 accessory buildings are allowed, square footage of each building not to exceed 2100 square feet.  

4. On lots 40 acres or greater-the accessory building size and number is the same as in Agricultural Zoning District A-2.  
The original draft was read out loud; Ken Burns made a motion to approve the accessory building size changes in the R-1, for adoption.   Bob Benson seconded the motion.  Some discussion ensued.  Accessory Buildings are limited by lot size, square footage and number of Accessory Buildings. Ken stated that he thought that the sizes might still not be acceptable based on building size Variance request history.  

Samantha Pierret, staff Goodhue County Planning and Zoning Administrator, attended the meeting for discussion regarding Accessory Building sizes in their Suburban Residential zone.  Chairman Benson invited her to the podium to speak.
 She noted that Goodhue County currently allows larger building sizes than the township’s current proposal. Mary asked if the new sizes were the same as the county and it was discovered they were not.  
Some discussion ensued.  The figure of 1,100 square feet on less than one acre, the first tier was reviewed and compared, to Goodhue County controls. Upon discovery, the figure was adjusted to the 1,500 square feet size, to reflect the size currently allowed by Goodhue County, as was intended in the discussions of the Ordinance drafts and Text Amendment processes.     
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the adjusted building sizes of 1500 square feet for the first tier of lot sizes; 2100 square feet for the second tier of lot sizes; 2100 square feet for the third tier of lot sizes; fourth tier lot sizes would be the same as Stanton Township A-2, 40 acres or greater.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The “not to exceed Accessory Building sizes” agree with Goodhue County Accessory Building sizes in the county Suburban Residential Zone. The motion passed 3/0 to adopt the Accessory Building revisions for R-1 to the Stanton Township Ordinance.  
Old Business: Ken Burns requested that Goodhue County would consider increasing size limits on Accessory Buildings.  Bob Benson invited Ms. Hanni to the podium.  
Lisa Hanni spoke briefly about the general practice of issuing variances.  She reported that since the county had eased Accessory Building size limitations in 2005, they have received only two requests for Variances on Accessory Building sizes.   
Some discussion ensued regarding Stanton Township building sizes and the impact of the new Ordinance on Variance requests.  
Ken Burns requested some research on Variance requests for Accessory Building sizes in the R-1 spanning about five years.  

Ken Burns thanked Lisa and Samantha for attending.  

Ken suggested a study by the Planning Commission regarding some single parcel re-zones; multiple zonings were noted as a confusing aspect of Township Planning and Zoning.  
1. Bob Benson invited Mr. Slininger to the podium to make his Zoning request. Marc Slininger, 459 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065,  requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a storage building 40x50x16 high in a Residential-1 zone, lot size 3.58 acres. Some discussion ensued due to the new size request.  It was recalled that the original request for a public hearing had been withdrawn, in February.

Cheryle noted that the relevant new Ordinance would not be in effect until May 27th, the first day of publication after adoption; contingency proposals could be drafted.  Some discussion ensued.  Ken Burns requested that the new request for the new size be sent to the Planning Commission for review June 14th, 2022, on the grounds that the request had a new nature. It would be re-characterized as new business and therefore would require a review by the Planning Commission. Mr. Slininger withdrew his request, for the time, on the new building size.  
2. Bob Benson invited Mr. Davis to the podium to make his Zoning request. Jeff Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, is requesting a Variance on size and one setback. Mr. Davis would like to construct a 50x64x18 storage building, on his property in a Township Residential-1 zone. Mr. Davis has a setback concern because of the topography. Parcel #410180202 is 5.58 acres.
Karen Slininger noted that the public hearing had been held and no contiguous property owners indicated opposition, except for Ms. Denise Johnson, 949 Sciota Trail, Randolph.  Ms. Johnson indicated that she had visited the proposed site and was not opposed based on her inspection.  

Given Mr. Davis’s argument for approval, Ken requested a legal review from Troy Gilchrist and seemed Mr. Gilchrist seemed comfortable with the validity of the posed argument.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to approve Mr. Davis’s request for a Variance on building size and one setback due to topography.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve Mr. Davis’s request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a storage shed, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
New Business:  Jeff Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a wooden deck 8x8. Parcel #410180202 is 5.58 acres in the R-1.  Setbacks were reviewed.  Discussion ensued regarding the placement of the request on the agenda.  The request had passed through Planning Commission, with a recommendation for approval, however the request did not appear on all of the Town Board agendas.

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request for the 8x8 deck construction.  
Discussion ensued regarding the notice issued for the original Davis Variance request. Donna Nelson, 789 Sciota Trial, stated her support for both of Mr. Davis’s proposals. Ken Burns muted Danny Lundell’s microphone and denied him further microphone access. Discussion ensued regarding the list and procedure for contiguous property owners.  
Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88491131671
Meeting ID: 884 9113 1671

OR participate via Zoom meeting via phone, (646) 558-8656 passcode 88491131671#  

Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
1st Tuesday: 10:00 AM and 3rd Tuesday: 10:00 AM
· Law Review-Wednesday, May 25th, 2022 at the Rockwoods Conference Center, 9100 Quaday Avenue NE , Otsego, MN 
9:30am-3:30pm
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended: 
MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 10:08pm.
Respectfully submitted,

 _______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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