Approved Minutes December 20th, 2022



Stanton Township Board Meeting
Attending: Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Chair, Bob Benson; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Applicants:  Ian Smith, Road Manager, Danny Lundell, attended via Zoom services. Jenelle Sternitzky and Ruth Sternizky attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. Some brief discussion ensued.  No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary requested some comment on re-allocation of Fund disbursements.  
Approval of Minutes From November, 2022: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the November minutes; Cheryle noted a spelling correction for Mr. Lorin Pohlman’s name. Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Public to Speak: 
1. Ian Smith, 33013 58th Ave, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, addressed the Town Board on the subject of easement along Lots 1 and 2, Block Two in the Oxford Hills Plat, combined to form the parcel #411600080. Mr. Smith would like to petition the Town Board to take appropriate action to vacate said easement. 

Mr. Smith was invited to the podium. He read the petition aloud.  Some brief discussion ensued regarding the nature of the petition.  Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the petition as submitted.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The petition was accepted into the record with a vote of 3/0. 

The date for the public hearing was set for February 21st.  

2. John Moorhouse, 45526 Linda Lane, Kilkenny, MN 56052 would like to address the Town Board regarding land locked property in Sections 15 and 22.  Mr. Moorhouse would like to petition the Town Board to take appropriate action to create a cartway to re-establish historical access to properties north and west of 37th Avenue Way. (Bob Benson read the petition aloud in Mr. Moorhouse’s absence.)

Some discussion ensued regarding the requirement for a public hearing to establish a cartway; some research is slated for discussion at the January Town Board meeting.  Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the petition for appropriate township processing; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The date slated for a public hearing will be determined pending discussion in January.  
3. Boy Scout Road 30600 32nd Avenue Way- Bob Benson, 30391 Highway 19 Boulevard, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, described the road 32nd Avenue Way, as it is shown on the Goodhue County GIS mapping; the road is shown as ending at the gates, near the Scout Ranger’s home, 30600 32nd Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009.  
The Scout Ranger would like the township to vacate 32nd Avenue Way from the corner of 310th Street.  Discussion ensued regarding the township’s view of the proposal; a petition might be needed from the affected property owners.  

Discussion ensued regarding 32nd Avenue Way status in the records; it might not be included in the list of township roads.  Cheryle offered the email response from the Goodhue County recorders’ office. The office stated that it could not determine from the records if 32nd Avenue Way was a township road.   
The Scout Ranger would like to post the road as private. Discussion ensued regarding the Northern Star Council obligations as the property owner. The GIS arrangement could be discussed with Goodhue County.  
1. Zoning Requests: Stephen Johnson, 5783 Wildwood Road, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 24x 34 garage on his property, parcel # 411300150.  Setbacks were reviewed; the parcel is zoned R-1; No other qualifying accessory buildings were numbered; a small temporary shed on skids was noted. The estimated cost was stated as $38,000, with 10 ft. walls; The building will have its own existing driveway and culvert. Mr. Johnson indicated that he had been in touch with Molly Straus from Goodhue County Building Department. Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Johnson issued a check to the township; Mary receipted the check.  
.  
Clerk’s Report:  
1. Cheryle reported that she would be working on the Annual Workers’ Comp Audit for the year 2022.  She reported that the report will be submitted via a new portal system instituted by MATIT.    
2. Cheryle reported that Absentee voting begins February 10th, 2023.  
3. Cheryle reported that she had submitted the notice for publication of Candidate filings for Township Officers.  

4. Cheryle reported that she had purchased toilet parts for the repair in the ladies’ bathroom; Chris Peters had agreed to install the parts.  

5. Cheryle reported that she had texted Mr. Hernke for a look see at the thermostat; she was authorized to contact Four Season Heating and Cooling if necessary for boiler issues.  
6. Cheryle reported that she had emailed the insurance analyst regarding the 330th excavation with no response as of this date.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Beginning Balance $354,825.74
	Receipts 
	$102,843.07


	Disbursed
	$19,450.65


	Ending Balance 
	$438,218.16


	November,  2021
	$431,012.83


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, November 1st-30th, 2022, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for November 2021 was noted as $431,012.83.
She reported that the bulk of the receipts were from Property Taxes in the amount of $102,758.53.
,
Mary added that two paychecks: 21101 and 21143 had been outstanding and needed to have a stop payment action; Karen Slininger made a motion to stop payment on the two paychecks; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. The net amount for each check was $69.26, a total of $138.52. Bank Service Fees were reported as $30.00 per check.  One new check would be issued for the amount of $138.52.
Mary encouraged all to cash or deposit checks on or before December 27th with the end of the year soon approaching. 
Reallocation for ARPA Funds was discussed. The current balance in the COVID Fund was stated as $114,031.38.  Ken Burns made a motion to expense from the COVID Fund the following amounts not already allocated as such: 

· The Road Sign and hardware order in the amount of  $9,078.06
· A portion of the Tractor/ Mower acquisition in the amount of $11, 600.00

· A portion of the Tractor Acquisition in the amount of $50,000.00

Bob Benson seconded the motion, as discussed.  The motion passed 3/0.

Treasurer Lundell invited questions.    

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Cheryle reported that she had had some difficulties with the land line at the Town Hall; Frontier was able to send someone out to fix the line. The Frontier technician reported that the lines had been chewed by mice.  
Road Report:.  Mary reported that she had encountered some difficulties with Casey’s setting up either a house charge or a store credit card for gas charges, purchased at odd hours:  the house charge concept was not part of company policy; the company credit card required a Social Security number tied to the use of the card.  
The Zoom feature experienced technical difficulties; the program was restarted and eventually got a connection with Danny.  

The Snow Removal policy dated 2014 was reviewed. Discussion ensued.  

The need for an extra driver was discussed; seasonal hiring consequences were discussed briefly; expectations for snow removal were noted and discussed; emails were referenced. Equipment usage was noted.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Ordinance Review: 
Old Business: 
1. Cannon Falls Rural Fire Association New Contract Offer

Bob Benson made a motion to accept the offer for Fire Protection offered, to the township, at a 4% increase. Karen Slininger seconded the motion 3/0.  The motion passed 3/0.
2. 340th Street Way Line Road With Warsaw Township-Road /Map Sent From Land Use.
Discussion ensued regarding the status of 340th Street Way and its mileage certification given to Goodhue County Public Works.  

New Business: 
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred):
· Braver Angels- workshop 6-8pm Thursday, January 5th, 2023
· Board of Audit Meeting Wednesday January 25th, 2023 @5pm.  

· Township Day at the Capital-February 1st and 2nd, 2023

· Saturday, February 11th Goodhue County Association of Township Officers-Zumbrota
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Supervisors’ Invitation to Goodhue County Zoning meeting in December-No report
· Report that Property Near Old Town Hall Cleared 
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:58pm.

Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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