Stanton Township Planning Commission Approved Minutes 
Monday, August 8th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Bill Hoyt, Jeff Davis; Applicants: and Brent Jaeger and Beau Stock; Mary Lundell, Danny Lundell and Janelle Sternitzke attended via Zoom.
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:00PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the agenda. Jeff Davis seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Approval of Minutes from July 12th, 2022: Jeff Davis made a motion to approve the July minutes, as written.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak: 
Zoning Requests:
1. Adam Templin, Parcel #410363100, Stanton Township A-2, 20acres; 33721 57TH AVE;Mr. Templin would like to construct a garage on his property.  Mr. Templin did not attend.  
2. Solcius Solar, Utah, Re: SES for Mr. Bill Crewes, 32437 County 24 Boulevard, R-1.  The agent did not attend; he expected to send a “runner”. 
3. Beau Stock, 32504 59TH AVE, Cannon Falls, MN 55009,   requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 60x200ft single Accessory Building in the R-1, 30.9 acres, Parcel #410253100.  Goodhue County zones this A-2, no size limit for Ag use. There is also a registered feedlot at play.  
Mr. Stock requested a Zoning Change/ Map Amendment from R-1 to A-2.  

4. Brent Jaeger, 31997 Willow Trail in Stanton zoned R1, 39.50 acres requested a Zoning Change from R-1 to A-2, Parcel #410241800; Goodhue County zones this parcel A-3.  Process was briefly reviewed for the Jaegers.  Brent and Lisa Jaeger were advised to attend the Town Board meeting, August 16th to request a public hearing for the proposal.  
 Public Hearing@7:15
Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, suspended the Scheduled Planning Commission meeting to open the public hearing on behalf of Mr. Stock, 32504 59th Avenue, Cannon Falls, MN 55009.  She read aloud the public notice, for said hearing, as printed in the Cannon Falls Beacon.  Chair Regenscheid invited comment from those attending.  

Nine individuals signed the meeting register regarding the request for a Zoning Change/Map Amendment. Chair Regenscheid invited Mr. Stock to the podium to describe his request to those attending. Mr. Stock described his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a personal storage building for Agricultural Use, 60x 200, including hay bales and equipment storage, antique and otherwise.    
Mr. Stock stated that the property, Parcel #410253100, had been zoned Agricultural by Stanton Township, sometime in years past; Goodhue County zones the 30.9 acre property as A-2.  He described his feedlot use as compliant; the registration is current.  An email from Goodhue County Zoning was offered as documentation for the status of the feedlot.  Mr. Stock indicated that he would not be importing manure onto his property and would remove a hoop style accessory building. 
Nine individuals signed the meeting register regarding the request for a Zoning Change/Map Amendment:

Brent and Lisa Yaeger, 31997 Willow Trail, observed the process as applicants for a similar request.

Curtis Lerum, 5066 323rd Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, stated that the lot could be reasonably improved under Mr. Stock’s direction; Mr. Lerum stated that he has known Beau Stock for many years as long standing residents of Stanton Township.  Mr. Lerum’s property is zoned Agricultural.  
Jenelle Sternitzke, 30991 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, expressed concern that a large building similar to the one requested could be used to store Non-Ag possessions such as RV’s, boats, snowmobiles, etc.  and possibly generating commercial charges, as well.  
Regarding a different property, in the township, Jenelle Sternitzke expressed disappointment in the assurances that had been made regarding its zoning by Stanton Township and Goodhue County.  

Chair Regenscheid called for further questions to Mr. Stock.

Charles Sheridan, 5090 323rd Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, reasoned that if the intention was to operate a commercial storage facility then it likely could have happened already even somewhere else in the township.  He suggested that reasonable assurance could be applied against commercial use due to the approval of the proposal.     
Jake Lerum, 5066 323rd Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009 stated that he supported the proposal.    
Technical difficulties occurred regarding the Zoom feature; upon resolve, Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009 inquired about the number of animal units proposed; 300 units were stated as county compliant.  
Chair Regenscheid gave the second call for questions to Mr. Stock; the final call was given; the public hearing was closed, resuming the Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  Some discussion among the commissioners followed: 
Commissioner, Bill Hoyt, noted that according to the zoning map, most of the properties to the north on the west side of County Road 24 have Agricultural uses.  Bill suggested some contact with multiple property owners to the north and west of 24 so as not to isolate property owners that might like to use their acreages, also, more agriculturally. An initiative to approach property owners in that zoning “block” for their interest in Agricultural compared to Residential use was suggested.   

Chair Regenscheid commented on the “Right to Farm” clause in the Stanton Township Planning and Zoning Ordinance; many properties are used for crop fields, farms and animal husbandry.  She reviewed some case law provided by Steve Fenske, General Counsel for the Minnesota Association of Townships.  In this context at hand, “Spot Zoning” typically would have a derogatory undertone if granted to very small acreages (such as one acre), too small to be practical for an Agricultural use.  She noted that if taken up in a courtroom situation, the burden of proof would be upon the prosecutor.  

Site plans were reviewed; it was noted that setbacks would be 100 feet all around with an A-2 zoning.

Commmissioner, Jeff Davis, noted that Section 25 is also agricultural in disposition. He made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of a Zoning Change/Map Amendment for Parcel #410253100, 30.9 acres; 32787  57th Avenue Court, property owner Beau Stock.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.    

Commissioner Davis made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the associated Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 60x200 building for Agricultural use. Commissioner Hoyt seconded the motion.  Some brief discussion ensued. The validity of the certificate would be contingent upon approval of the Stanton Township Zoning Change/Map Amendment from R-1 to A-2 and any other jurisdictions with authority: The motion passed 4/0.  
Old Business:
New Business:  
Ordinance Review: Cheryle briefly reviewed the spreadsheet For Accessory Building Requests in the R-1-Mr. Stock’s request and Mr. Jaeger’s requests are pending, as well.  
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
· Planning Commissioners, please complete and sign a time sheet for Planning Commission time ending August15th, 2022.  Thank you.

·  Primary Elections, August 9th, 2022.

Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn @8:16pm.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  
Respectfully submitted,

________________________________________________________
Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission
_________________________________________________________
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