Stanton Township Planning Commission Approved Minutes 
June 14th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Bill Hoyt, Jeff Davis; Michael Dye; Applicants: Scott Gustafson, Karen Slininger; Scott Kelly; Ken Burns; Mary Lundell attended via Zoom.
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:00PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Jeff Davis made a motion to approve the agenda. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Approval of Minutes from May 10th, 2022: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the May minutes, as written.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak: Michael Dye, 405 Hardman Avenue South, South St. Paul, MN 55075, attended the Planning Commission meeting and requested information about Parcel #410180400. He is a prospective buyer. Mr. Dye would like to construct a “shouse” on the parcel and possibly subdivide, creating one additional lot; the parcel is 43 acres MOL in the old Cascade Plat area, Zoned R-1.  

Mr. Dye stated that he has consulted with Goodhue County on the possibility of siting a grass airstrip on the property.  He stated that he has consulted with the FAA, as well.  Some discussion ensued. The Stanton Airport was referenced; Mr. Dye stated that he had discussed the proximity with the FAA and there didn’t seem to be any issues.  
Bill Hoyt inquired about the type of aircraft that Mr. Dye would pilot.  He responded that the aircraft would be a Bearhawk, 4 seater.  Mr. Hoyt explained that he recognized that particular aircraft would be very loud compared to others. Commissioner Davis confirmed that the airstrip use would be personal, non-commercial.  Weather conditions would dictate most of opportunities for use of the strip.  
The “shouse” structure would be fitted with appropriately sized doors to accommodate the aircraft and other machinery; Mr. Dye assured the Planning Commissioners that he had no intention of leaving aircraft outdoors.  

Some discussion ensued regarding livestock; Mr. Dye was advised that horses required a 5 acre minimum for 3 horses, in the R-1.  Mr. Dye indicated that at some point he might like to build a home on the parcel; discussions with Goodhue County Zoning advised a setback of 100 feet from the “shouse”, in order to re-characterize the “shouse” as an Accessory Building.  
Some discussion ensued regarding limitations on runway size and surface, Conditional Uses, setbacks, FAA considerations, lighting, markers, and emergency uses.

Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the use review, as discussed and described in the Public to Speak section of the agenda.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  The motion was subsequently redacted.  
Ken Burns requested to speak; Ken prefaced his comments as a concern for process. He noted that the Stanton Township Planning and Zoning Ordinance, calls out activities that are not specifically listed, as not allowed.  In the construction of the Ordinance, this is stated in Section 9, item #8.  Currently, there is no provision for a grass airstrip, in the Ordinance, R-1. 
Some discussion ensued regarding the procedure to initiate an Ordinance Amendment for a language change, adding “grass airstrip, as a Conditional Use in the R-1 and possibly A-2, as well. The Ordinance was referenced; the Planning Commission could initiate, with a recommendation and then send on, to the Town Board, for a review.  Mr. Dye was advised that an Ordinance Amendment and a Conditional Use permit procedure would both require public hearings and therefore some prescribed timelines; another facet of caution exists in that township official voting outcomes could not be predicted.  
Public Hearing: 
Zoning Requests: 
1. Scott and Cathy Kelly, 31961 40th Avenue, Cannon Falls, 55009, had requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of an addition 40x24, to their existing home.  Parcel #410220600 is 4.13 in the A-2.  
The proposal has been revised and Mr. Scott Kelly would like to present the new proposal this evening, a 16x17.5 four season porch attached to the west side of the existing home.  
Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as submitted.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  Mr. Kelly was advised to attend the Town Board meeting June 21st for a review. 
2. Marc and Karen Slininger, 459 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a general storage detached building, 40x50, lot size 3.58 acres.  A similar proposal had been submitted March 7th, 2022 as 32x40.  
The proposal has been revised for submission to the Planning Commission; Parcel #410180901 is located in a Residential Zone. The project was described as cold storage with a concrete floor, personal use.   Setbacks were reviewed.  It was noted that the building size, building census and lot size is compliant with the current Ordinance controls.  
Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as submitted.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.  

Ms. Slininger was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, June 21st for a review.  

3. Scott Gustafson, 2500 330th Street, Dennison, MN 55018 had requested, in June 2020, a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 32x26 garage, attached to the back side of the existing home. Setbacks were reviewed. Mr. Gustafson estimated the setback from the lot lines to be approximately 450 feet. Parcel #410280801 is 12 acres located in Section 28, A-1. 

The Zoning Certificate has expired; Mr. Gustafson is requesting a duplicate Zoning Certificate for the current year.  

Jeff Davis made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion; the motion passed 4/0.  Mr. Gustafson was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, June 21st for a review.  
4. Bill Hoyt made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the Planning Commission initiation to add an Ordinance Amendment adding the language “Allow a private grass airstrip with a length of no greater than 1,500 feet in compliance with FAA and other applicable laws”. Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  Some discussion ensued.  The language would be added to Conditional Uses in the R-1 and possibly A-2 Zones.  The motion passed 4/0.  Mr. Dye was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, June 21st to offer his description, to the Town Board, under the Public to Speak section 

of the agenda.   

Old Business:  
New Business:  
1. Tara Clawson inquired about mining activities on Parcel #410180400.  The Ordinance was perused and it was determined that Mining (Mineral Extraction) is not allowed in the R-1 Zoning District.  

2. Ken Burns has requested some Planning Commission study of single parcel zoning changes/amendments for the purpose of adjusting some Zoning anomalies.  Some discussion ensued regarding training and review of some case law survey for opinion, shoreland situations, less than full section adjustments.  
Ordinance Review: 
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
Cheryle made a request for timesheets, payroll ending June15th, 2022.
Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55pm. 

Respectfully submitted,



Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission
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