Stanton Township Planning Commission Approved Minutes

May 10th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Bill Hoyt, Jeff Davis; Applicants: Karen Slininger, Jeff Davis, Scott Kelly, Cathy Kelly, Jim Simon, Trent Miller, Micah Johnson; Ken Burns; Via Zoom, Mary Lundell, Jenelle Sternitzky and Danny Lundell.
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:00PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the agenda, adding Jeff Davis for a deck proposal. Jeff Davis seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Oath of Office For New Planning Commissioners: Bill Hoyt and Jeff Davis

Oath of Office For Hannah Regenscheid- Provisional Commission Per April 19th, 2022
Approval of Minutes from April 12th, 2022: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the minutes from April, 2022. Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak:  None in attendance stated a desire to speak, at that time.  Hannah invited those online to speak; none online stated a desire to speak, at that time.    
Zoning Requests: 
Chair Regenscheid explained that the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting would be suspended if necessary to accommodate the time slot of the Public Hearing 7:15pm.  The Planning Commission would resume zoning reviews after the public hearing portion of the meeting was completed.  
Public Hearing: 7:15; Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting opening the public hearing. Chair Regenscheid read aloud the published notice for the hearing.  
1. She invited public input regarding the portion of the Text Amendment regarding the proposed relaxed Accessory Building controls:

Mary Bunde, 33754 123rd Avenue, Stewartville, MN 55676, for 2005 300th Street Way.

Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, Cannon Falls, inquired about legal non-conforming structures and if such buildings would be included in any calculation of square footage limits.  Hannah explained that legal non-conforming structures are addressed in Section 16 of the Ordinance.  
Karen Slininger, 459 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, explained that the Ordinance language is categorized by subject when possible.  Some of the stand alone language must be interpreted as part of the whole document for the sake of good order.  
Jeff Davis replied that a case by case interpretation would likely be used for some extenuating circumstances.    
2. Chair Regenscheid read aloud the Text Amendment regarding the subject of Solar Energy Systems and invited public input:

Bill Hoyt, 5792 Cherry Lane, Cannon Falls, informed the audience and commission that the FAA has the authority to require Stanton Airport to substantiate its safety zone protection; he recommended that Solar Energy System applicants provide documentation for written approval, from the airport authority, when there is relevant proximity to the Stanton Airport.  
Karen Slininger, inquired about industry standards for proximity; Bill Hoyt replied that a control tower can be considered a determinate, however he asserted that the Stanton Airport likely has a defined safety zone as part of its own subjective standards.  He noted that glare from solar panels, into the sky,  can be a problem for pilots during take offs and landings.
Mary Lundell, inquired about the possible redundancy and impropriety of the Text Amendment language relative to FAA authority; Bill asserted that the township Ordinance language should be retained so as to support the demonstration of its due diligence.
Mary Lundell, requested clarification of the terms personal use and business use, defined as Commercial. Hannah replied that the definition of “Commercial” can be a mix of personal and business, especially as applied to a farm or agriculture business.  Each category can make the meter turn backwards, for sale or net value.  
Jeff Davis inquired about metro area airports and their residential controls.

Bill recommended that even residential applications for Solar Energy Systems should indicate airport approval for proposals and leave the specific rules for operational safety zones to the airport, not FAA.  

Micah Johnson, Operations Manager for Solar Connection, 6254 34th Avenue NW, Suite A, Rochester, MN 55901, supported the recommendation for airport approval, but did caution against standards that might be more onerous compared to other types of residential proposals.  He stated his support to also apply similar standards and language to decommissioning controls, as well. 

3. Hannah made a last call for comments on the Solar Energy System Ordinance language.  She read the “Severability” for Section 10 language proposal out loud and the definitions slated for change in the Solar Energy Ordinance, both considered “Housekeeping” items.  Hannah invited comment:
Mary Lundell asked why the term “Solar Easement” was removed from the language; Hannah responded that it was likely because the township doesn’t grant easements and the term didn’t apply in the context.  Hannah also stated that all definitions had been adopted from Goodhue County Solar Definitions.  Goodhue County does record easements.   

Hannah called for any final comments or questions; hearing none, she closed the hearing at 7:56pm, resuming the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  

Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for all proposed Ordinance language changes, adding written approval from the Stanton Airport Authority for proposals.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  

Zoning Requests: Both Solar Energy System requests were approved administratively.  

Cheryle signed paperwork for Kurt Emery, Parcel #410310600, 93.02 acres in the A-1. The proposal was for a 36kW Dual Axis Tracker Solar PV System, (6) 27.5x28x19.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for the request.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Cheryle signed paperwork for Rich Elias; Parcel #410350702 is 20.18acres located in the A-2.  The proposal is for a Ground Mount Solar Array, generating power for only personal use, 80x28. Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for the request.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  
A. James Simon, 30477 Oxford Mill Road, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of an addition to Mr. Simon’s rental property, 31415 Oxford Mill Road.  Parcel #410241100 is 40.35 acres located in the A-2 Zoning District.  The proposal is for a bedroom and bathroom extension (22x22).  Setbacks were reviewed; Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for the request as stated.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion; the motion passed 4/0.  Mr. Simon was advised to attend the Town Board meeting May 17th, 2022 for a review.  

B. Samantha Pierret, on behalf of Goodhue County Planning and Zoning and the Aquatic Invasive Species Committee, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the installation of a pump unit that would wash off boating craft for the purpose of controlling AIS in Lake Byllesby.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommended, to the Town Board, approval for the install; Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0. Ms. Pierret was advised to attend the Town Board meeting May 17, 2022 for a review.  
C. Mary Bunde, 33754 123rd Avenue, Stewartville, MN 55976, requested a review to replace a double wide trailer 52x28.  Parcel #411800200 is .35 acres in the R-1, 2005 300th Street Way.  Setbacks were reviewed. The original 1969 trailer will be demolished and removed before the new, 52x28, can be set. Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion; the motion passed 4/0.  Ms. Bunde was advised to attend the Town Board meeting May 17, 2022 for a review.  

D. Scott and Cathy Kelly, 31961 40th Avenue, Cannon Falls, 55009, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of an addition 40x24, to their existing home.  Parcel #410220600 is 4.13 in the A-2.  Setbacks were reviewed. Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request, as stated.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  Scott and Cathy Kelly were advised to attend the Town Board meeting May 17, 2022 for a review.  
E. Jeff Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a wooden deck 8x8. Parcel #410180202 is 5.58 acres in the R-1.  Setbacks were reviewed.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as stated.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Davis abstained from the vote. He was advised to attend the Town Board meeting May 17th, 2022 for a review.  
F. Greg Isakson, on behalf of Goodhue County Public Works, requested some discussion on the concept of housing a park host at the Lake Byllesby Park. Some discussion ensued.

Old Business:  Discussion of Accessory Building sizes, with Samantha Pierret, Staff Goodhue County Planning and Zoning.  Ken Burns made a request to address the Planning Commission.  Ken reviewed the county interpretation of the county Ordinance.  Samantha confirmed the interpretation as a historical interpretation.  
Ken noted the 20% coverage limit imposed by the county.  Discussion ensued regarding size and number controls for Accessory Buildings in Goodhue County.  Samantha stated that she would consult with the county Ordinance Subcomittee, May 24th, 2022.  
New Business:  Discussion for Anson Brown, a New Three Year Term and Planning Commission Officers. 

Jeff Davis made a motion to nominate Hannah to continue to serve as Chair; Bill seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
The Vice-Chair nomination was tabled.  

Ordinance Review: 
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
Cheryle made a request for timesheets, payroll ending May15th, 2022.
Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:12pm. 

Respectfully submitted,



Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission
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