Stanton Township Planning Commission Approved Minutes 
Tuesday, September 13th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Bill Hoyt, Jeff Davis; Applicants: Brent and Lisa Jaeger; Jim Chojnacki; Ken Burns; Mary Lundell, Danny Lundell and Janelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom.
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:00PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Jeff Davis made a motion to approve the agenda, adding Jim Chojnacki’s request for a review.   Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Approval of Minutes from August 16th, 2022: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the August minutes, as written.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak: 
Zoning Requests:
1. Solcius Solar, Utah, Re: a SES did not attend. 
2.
Brent and Lisa Jaeger, 31997 Willow Trail in Stanton zoned R1, 39.50 acres requested a Zoning Change from R-1 to A-2, Parcel #410241800; Goodhue County zones this parcel A-3.  
3.
Jim Chojnacki, 789 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, requested a review for the placement of a 30x80 round top soft sided movable storage piece on his 30.59 acre parcel, 410180200, R-1.

 Public Hearing@7:15
Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, suspended the Scheduled Planning Commission meeting to open the public hearing on behalf of Brent and Lisa Jaeger, 31997 Willow Trail, Cannon Falls, MN 55009. The property owners are requesting a Zoning Change/Map Amendment of Parcel #410241800, 39.50 acres from R1 (Residential) to A-2 (Agricultural). 

Chair Regenscheid read aloud the public notice, for said hearing, as printed in the Cannon Falls Beacon.  She invited Mr. Jaeger to the podium to make his request. Chair Regenscheid invited comment from those attending.  

Eight individuals attended the meeting; seven signed the register regarding the request for a Zoning Change/Map Amendment. Chair Regenscheid invited Mr. Jaeger to the podium to describe his request to those attending. 
Mr. Jaeger stated his assumption that the property, Parcel #410241800, had been zoned Agricultural by Stanton Township, sometime in years past; Goodhue County zones the 39.5 acre property as A-3.  An email from Goodhue County Zoning was offered as documentation for the status of the feedlot controls; Goodhue County would not allow a feedlot registration or use for the property.
John Pernic, 32574 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, stated his concern that there might be bad animal smells if the zoning is changed to A-2.  He stated that he is within one mile away from Mr. Jaeger’s property.  
Jenelle Sternitzky, 30991 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, asked Mr. Jaeger how many animals he might acquire.  Mr. Jaeger noted the 40 acre size; Hannah Regenscheid noted the animal unit limit in the Ordinance, as 40.  Mr. Jaeger estimated that 5 cows might be his limit.  Hannah called for further questions for Mr. Jaeger.  
Lila and David Fick, 5817 315th Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, attended the meeting.  Mr. Fick stated that there have been no objectionable animal smells detected from his address.  He stated that he lives next to the turkey farm and, also, the Mon Cheval Training Center, LLC, horse farm is across the road.  
Mr. Pernic questioned the status of the county zoning relative to the township zoning.  Jeff Davis explained that there is an ongoing effort being made to mesh the two zonings. Land use principles that are mutually beneficial to property owners is the intent.  Hannah explained that the public hearing time is for questions to Mr. Jaeger about specifically his request.  Chair Regenscheid called for any further comment, including online.  

Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, asked if other zonings in the area might change, as well.  Bill Hoyt had stated that the Planning Commission has taken up some suggestion regarding properties north and west of Mr. Jaeger’s property; in a general way, the Town Board has directed some study of the propriety of the zonings in this area, as well, and a few others.  Mr. Hoyt noted that property owners might be contacted regarding a more general zoning review. Mary noted that regardless of feedlot controls, animals would be allowed with the A-2 zoning, under current animal unit controls. 

Chair Regenscheid, made the third and final call for comments or questions directed to Mr. Jaeger. Hearing none, she subsequently closed the public hearing to further comment.  The Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission was resumed for discussion by the Planning Commission: 

Jeff Davis made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the Jaeger’s request for a zoning change. Commissioner Davis compared the Jaeger request to Mr. Stock’s request, citing the historical uses of both properties within the Ag use category.  In preparation for voting, Bill Hoyt commented on the need to keep in mind that odor detection is subjective in nature; zoning changes from Residential to Ag requests should be considered carefully. 
Jeff Davis noted the “Right to Farm” clause in the Ordinance and the desire to respect, also, those dwelling in Residential zones.  Hannah Regenscheid noted that approximately one quarter of Section 24 is zoned A-2; whereas, the Woodland Heights subdivision, in Section 25, is entirely residential.  Mr. Pernic expressed his concern that various properties were not visible on the map provided him.  In light of the discussion, Chair Regenschied called for a motion on the Jaeger request.  

Bill Hoyt made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request for a Zoning change from R-1 to A-2, Parcel #410241800, 39.50.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  The Jaegers were advised to attend the Town Board meeting, September 20th, for a review.  
Jim Chojnacki, 789 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, requested a review for said moveable 30x80 storage structure.  Parcel #410180200, is 30.59 acres in a Residential.  Some discussion ensued.  The production rating was given at 10 years. No foundation would be established; only fasteners would be used against the wind.  Mr. Chojnacki stated that his use would be storage and weather protection for personal property. Some discussion ensued regarding the requirement for permitting on a moveable tent type equipment enclosure; no installed electrical or water. The location was reviewed and noted to be secluded from other residential structures; some Ordinance definitions were reviewed. Jeff Davis noted the language regarding movable, non permanent structures; He recommended a review by the Town Hall, Tuesday, September 20th @7pm.   
As a township supervisor, Ken Burns requested permission to address the Planning Commission, regarding the subject at hand.  He commented on the weight of setting a precedent, particularly, consequences upon smaller and high density residential areas, such as in subdivision areas. 
Old Business:
New Business:  
1. Minimal discussion ensued regarding Minnesota Department of Revenue relative to zoning.  
2. Cheryle offered some paperwork references to Goodhue County zoning changes of Stanton Township small select parcels in Goodhue County A-3 areas: correspondence, mailing lists and minutes from meetings.

Ordinance Review: Sections 18, 17 and 16 were slated for physical review in preparation for October’s meeting.  
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
· It was noted that the Planning Commission meeting, in November, will be conducted Monday, 11-7-22 due to the Midterm Elections on November 8th, 2022.

Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn @8:28pm.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  
Respectfully submitted,

Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission

_________________________________________________________
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