Stanton Township Planning Commission Approved Minutes

February 8th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Commissioner, Karen Slininger; Secretary, Cheryle Peters; Supervisor, Ken Burns; Applicants: Mike Althoff, Nate Icaza, Marc Slininger and Jeff Davis; Via Zoom, Mary Lundell.
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:00PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the agenda.  Hannah Regenscheid seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.
Approval of Minutes from January 11th, 2022: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the minutes from January 2022. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Public to Speak: 
Public Hearing: 
Zoning Requests: 
1. Chair Regenscheid invited Mike Althoff, 32895 County 24 Boulevard, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a detached heated storage shed, 36x48, one level with 12ft. ceilings. Parcel #410253600 is located in a Stanton Township R-1 zoning district, 12.6 acres.  Mr. Althoff indicated that the shed would be for personal use, sited on the east side of the driveway.    The side setback, from the property line were stated as app. 40feet.  Mr. Althoff stated that the property sites a garden shed on a concrete pad, 16x10. Total footage for accessory buildings would be 1,888.  Shed height was stated as less than 20feet, 16ft. doors.    

Karen Slininger made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for the request as stated.  Hannah Regenscheid seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Althoff was advised to attend the Town Board meeting Tuesday, February 15th for a review.  


2. Chair Regenscheid invited Nate Icaza, 30903 Highway 56 Blvd, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to make his request. Mr. Icaza requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 30ft. addition, two stalls onto the north side of his building located at 1471 310th Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009. Walls would be constructed at a height of over 16 feet to accommodate a number of Ag use trailer heights.
Nate’s Garage, Parcel #410171101, carries a Conditional Use Permit from Goodhue County issued in       1991 and amended in 2016, to allow a variety of vehicles to be serviced. The property is 2.5 acres in Section 17, R-1 Stanton Township, A-2 Goodhue County.  Mr. Icaza is in process with Goodhue   County to amend his Conditional Use Permit to allow the construction of said addition.
Chair Regenscheid advised Mr. Icaza to attend the Town Board meeting, Tuesday, February 15th to request a public hearing.  The purpose of the hearing would be to consider amending Mr. Icaza’s Conditional Use permit issued from StantonTownship, 2016, to subsequently allow the construction addition.  Side setbacks were stated as 32 feet from the property line.

3. Chair Regenscheid invited Marc Slininger, 459 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 32x40x16 storage building, on his property.  Parcel #410180901 is located in an R-1 Zone, 3.9 acres.  The parcel currently sites a 40x80 detached shed; Setbacks were noted.  
Chair Regenscheid advised Mr. Slininger to attend the Town Board meeting, Tuesday, February 15th to request a public hearing. The purpose of the hearing is to consider approval of the construction of a 30x40x16 shed, exceeding total sq. footage for accessory buildings in the R-1, on 3.9 acres.  
4.   Chair Regenscheid invited Jeff Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 50x64x18 storage shed with 6 foot porch; the shed is intended  for personal use.  Parcel #410180202 is located in an R-1 Zone, 5.58 acres.  The proposal, as submitted, would exceed the 2100 sq. foot size limit for a 5 acre lot size, in the R-1 Zoning District.  

Mr. Davis stated that 15ft. side setback could likely not be satisfied on the northeast corner due to the topography of the site. Mr. Davis stated that he had discussed the possible encroachment with his neighbor Mr. Jeff Johnson. Mr. Johnson was apparently supportive.  

Chair Regenscheid advised Mr. Davis to attend the Town Board meeting, Tuesday, February 15th to request a public hearing. The purpose of the hearing is to consider variances on the township ordinance regarding size and, also, a setback.  

Old Business:  
New Business: Sections 10 and 31 (Solar Ordinance location) were reviewed for duplications in content and correcting of typo’s for eventual placement in the Ordinance Draft offered at the Annual Meeting.  
Located on Page 9 as Section 10 and titled “Severability” the drafted text below will read as follows:
Section 10    Severability
If any portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.  Nothing in this Ordinance precludes the township from requiring a franchise agreement with the applicant, as allowed by law, in addition to requirements set forth herein.  
Clean copy draft for Solar Definitions found in Section 31:

Section 31

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM (SES) REGULATIONS

This article of Stanton Township Zoning Ordinance is established to regulate the installation and operation of Solar Energy Systems (SES). Additionally, SES must meet all requirements found in the Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance, Article 19.

Definitions
Commercial SES: Accessory to a permitted farm or business use of the land designed to generate energy to offset utility costs; excess energy produced may be sold back to the grid through net metering. 

Grid-intertie SES: A photovoltaic solar energy system that is connected to an electric circuit served by an electric utility company.

Ground-mounted SES: A solar collector(s) located on the surface of the ground. Ground-mounted systems include pole mounted systems.

Residential/Park SES: Accessory to the primary use of the land, designed to supply energy for onsite residential/park use; excess energy produced may be sold back to the grid through net metering.

Roof-mounted SES: A solar collector(s) located on the roof/wall of the building or structure.

Solar Cell: The basic unit of a photovoltaic solar panel.

Solar Collector: A device for which the primary purpose is to transform solar radiant energy into thermal, mechanical, chemical or electrical energy.

Solar Energy System (SES): A set of devices whose primary purpose is to collect solar energy and convert and store it for useful purposes including heating and cooling buildings or other energy-using processes, or to produce generated power by means of any combination of collecting, transferring, or converting solar-generated energy.
Utility Scale SES: An energy system that is the primary use of the land. Designed to provide energy primarily to off-site uses or export to the wholesale market.
Ordinance Review: Some brief discussion occurred regarding the completed draft of Section 31, Solar Energy Systems. It is slated to be available for public review and input at the Stanton Town Hall for the Annual Town Meeting and Officers Election, Tuesday, March 8th, 2022.  Polls are open 2pm until 8pm; Annual Town Meeting to follow @ 8:10.  
A public hearing is expected to occur in April, 2022.  

Reports  of Meetings Attended: Karen Slininger reported that the Town Board of Audit met on January 26th @ 5:00pm and went well.  
Announcements: Cheryle made a request for timesheets, payroll ending February 15th, 2022.
Adjourn: Karen Slininger made a motion to adjourn.  Hannah Regenscheid seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:01pm. 

Respectfully submitted,



Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission
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