Stanton Township Planning Commission Unapproved Minutes

March 7th, 2022

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Ms. Keri Levesque; Commissioner, Karen Slininger; Secretary, Cheryle Peters; Vice-Chair, Anson Brown; Applicants: Nate Icaza, Marc Slininger, Jeff Davis Jennifer Ziemer and Greg Isakson; Via Zoom, Mary Lundell, Jenelle Sternitzky and Danny Lundell.  
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order at 7:01PM; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of Agenda: Anson Brown made a motion to approve the agenda.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.
Approval of Minutes from February 8th, 2022: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the minutes from January 2022. Anson Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak: 
Outline for recommended stipulations associated with the Conditional Use Permit and its Amendment.  
Zoning Requests: 
1. Jennifer Ziemer and Greg Isakson, representing Goodhue County Public Works, requested approval for the construction of a pavilion structure, approx.4500sqft and a beach bath structure, approx.400sqft in the Goodhue County/ Lake Byllesby Regional Park.  Chair Regenscheid invited Mr. Isakson to the podium to give an overview of the proposal.  
Mr. Isakson described the pavilion structure as an open air, no walls roofed structure for park gatherings of about 150 people.  The estimated cost was stated as 1.8 million; the second structure, the beach bath house would be sited west of the pavilion with ADA compliant showers.  Construction is expected to begin on or before May 1st, 2022.  Mr. Isakson stated that an architect had been commissioned for the design and will be inspecting, as well.   
Karen Slininger made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as stated.  Anson Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  Jennifer and Greg were advised to attend the Town Board meeting, March 15th for a review.  Mr. Isakson left hard copies of the construction plans for the township’s reference.  
Public Hearing: 7:15  

Chair Regenscheid informed the audience that the published time for the hearing would be honored by waiting until 7:15pm.

Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting opening the public hearing on behalf of Nate Icaza. Chair Regenscheid read aloud the published notice for the hearing.  She invited Nate Icaza, 30903 Highway 56 Blvd, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to describe his request and hear from the public.  Mr. Icaza signed the attendance sheet.  No contiguous property owners attended the hearing.  No others signed the attendance roster.  Hannah invited comment from the public.  
Danny Lundell requested clarification from township officials regarding Town Board minutes from January, 2016.  

Discussion was limited. 

Mary Lundell challenged. 

Jenelle Sternitzky, asked about building size. Hannah invited Mr. Icaza to respond to the question.  The non-conforming legal use was noted with the 5,000sqft condition of the current building size.    
The township zoning change history was, also, noted as a driving non-conformity influence.  

Hannah Regenscheid called three times for further comment from the audience. Hearing none, she closed the public hearing and resumed the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  

Mary Lundell challenged the applicant regarding his registration of the property address with the Secretary of State’s office.  Mr. Icaza declared that Nate’s Garage had been incorporated. Some discussion ensued regarding Town Board meeting minutes dated January 2016.  The minutes noted the expansion clause in Section 16, p.29 of the Township Ordinance. Review of the document ensued.  Karen Slininger read the document aloud.  Hannah Regenschied suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting opening the public hearing for Mr. Jeff Davis at 7:30pm.
Public Hearing 7:30 Chair Regenscheid read aloud the hearing notice published in the Cannon Falls Beacon, on behalf of Jeff Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, Randolph;   Chair Regenscheid invited Mr. Davis, 867 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065, to the podium to make his request for a variance approving the construction of a 50x64x18 storage shed with 6 foot porch; the shed is intended  for personal use.  Parcel #410180202 is located in an R-1 Zone, 5.58 acres.  The proposal, as submitted, would exceed the 2100 sq. foot size limit for the lot size, in the R-1 Zoning District.  

Mr. Davis stated that 15ft. side setback could likely not be satisfied on the northeast corner due to the topography of the site; She invited questions for Mr. Davis from the public. 

Denise Johnson, 949 Sciota Trail, Randolph, had submitted a letter for the record, as a contiguous property owner. Karen Slininger read the letter aloud.  Essentially, Ms. Johnson stated support limited by any negative impacts on her property.  

Chair Regenscheid called for comments from the public.  Jenelle Sternitzky questioned and commented on the size of the building and the zoning of the property.   
Some brief discussion ensued regarding appropriate updates for the Ordinances, mostly on sizes and zonings for buildings/structures.  Chair Regenscheid called for the final time for further input; Jenelle Sternitzke asked for clarification on building size and setback. The request was verified as a size variance and as a setback variance; she then closed the hearing for Mr. Davis, resuming the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.   
Some technical difficulties with the Zoom service ensued and then recovered.  
Discussion ensued regarding the phrase “absolute restrictions” in the January 2016 Town Board Minutes.  Mr. Icaza noted that the request referenced in the minutes was a request made at a meeting with Mr. O’Leary, the previous owner.  Mr. O’Leary had been seeking a split for the parcel.  
Some discussion ensued regarding Goodhue County permits, imposed township zoning changes that created non-conformities.  

Jenelle Sternitzke continued to comment on the request, as opposed. 
Mary Lundell suggested that Mr. Icaza might be able to locate his business in the city of Cannon Falls.  Mr. Icaza responded that he could not do that.  

Discussion ensued regarding the history of the township Conditional Use situation.  Commissioner, Anson Brown recommended that the decision be moved on, possibly with a B-2 spot zoning.  Hannah agreed that the legal non-conforming use situation is a consideration.  Commissioner Slininger noted that the business some time in 2016 was operating as a Home Occupation and did not need a Conditional Use Permit for the existing activities.  Some further discussion ensued regarding appropriate procedure.  A recommendation to approve was not submitted. 
Karen Slininger made a motion to at this time,recommend to the Town Board, denial of the size variance to the building until the Conditional Use Permit situation can be resolved.   Anson Brown seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4/0.
Chair Regenscheid advised Mr. Icaza to attend the Town Board meeting, Tuesday, March 15th for a review. Before leaving, Mr. Icaza reviewed, with Hannah and Karen, his business listing on the Secretary of State’s Office; the address had, indeed, been listed inaccurately by the state office.  

Discussion ensued regarding Mr. Davis’s request for size and setback variances.  Anson Brown made a motion to recommend to the Town Board, approval on variance size request, 50x64 in the R-1. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  
Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend to the Town Board approval of one side setback variance, less than 15 feet.  Anson Brown seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.

Chair Regenscheid advised Mr. Davis to attend the Town Board meeting, Tuesday, February 15th to request a public hearing. The purpose of the hearing is to consider variances on the township ordinance regarding size and, also, a setback.  

Old Business:  
New Business: 
Ordinance Review: Hannah Regenscheid read aloud the proofs for the drafts of “Severability language located in Section 10 for public review at the Annual Meeting, March 8th, 2022.  A public hearing is expected to occur in April, 2022. 
 Located on Page 9 as Section 10 and titled “Severability” the drafted text below will read as follows:

Section 10    Severability

If any portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions thereof.  Nothing in this Ordinance precludes the township from requiring a franchise agreement with the applicant, as allowed by law, in addition to requirements set forth herein.  
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: Cheryle made a request for timesheets, payroll ending March 15th, 2022.
Hannah announced that she expected to close on their house March 31st.

Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn.  Anson Brown seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:41pm. 

Respectfully submitted,



Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township



Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission
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