Unapproved Minutes February 21, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Chair, Bob Benson; Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz, Scott Olson, Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Land Use Management and Goodhue County Commissioner Brad Anderson; Goodhue County Deputy Sheriff, Dan Englund; Applicant: IanSmith; Road Manager, Danny Lundell attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Bob Benson requested some discussion of the Moorhouse/Anderson quarry operation.   
Approval of Minutes From January 17, 2023: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the January 17th, 2023 minutes with the requested additions of more commentary from Danny Lundell on the subjects of: 

· the durations of each snowfall 
· plow shoe positions
·  road sanding using only the Peterbilt on Oxford Mill Road
Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Chair Benson requested that speakers approach the podium and use the microphone to speak:

Public to Speak: 
1. Lisa Hanni, Director, Goodhue County Land Use Management approached the podium and requested use of the Stanton Town Hall for the signing of the Lake Byllesby Third plat at 7pm, July 12th, 2023;  Ms. Hanni briefly described the processing status of the multiple transactions to establish ownership of shorelines.  
On another note, she and Commissioner Anderson requested some guidance, from the township, regarding zoning for Parcels 41.140.0030 and 41.140.0020, recently tax forfeited properties in Section 30.  Some discussion ensued regarding the topics of New Stanton Plat, non-conforming lots, Hamlet Zoning Districts, replacements and best use. They explained that Goodhue County is acting as an agent for the State of Minnesota.  
After further discussion and some review of other parcels in proximity, the supervisors appeared to be in general agreement that lots 411400020 and 411400030,  1.4 acres combined should be reconfigured so as to be of equal size; each parcel would be allowed to site one dwelling using the replacement justification for two platted, legal non-conforming lots.  

2. Goodhue County Deputy Sheriff, Dan Englund, addressed the audience in a general way, asking if there were any questions for the Sheriff’s Office.  The Board of Supervisors thanked Deputy Englund for his service. Brief casual discussion ensued.  
3. Scott Olson approached the podium to address the Board of Supervisors; some discussion ensued regarding the plow staffing situation; Bob Benson noted that, currently, the township has four plow drivers geared up. Speaking on behalf of the Woodland Heights Subdivision area. Mr. Olson asserted that the road surfaces with hardtops, scraped farther down, is a matter of resident preference.  
Mr. Olson, also, asserted that the one ton was not the appropriate size to use a more effective sanding attachment.  Discussion regarding equipment continued.  Turnaround in the more dense areas might be more difficult using larger attachments.  Heavy equipment acquisition was discussed.  

Bob Benson thanked Mr. Olson for his input.   

Chair Benson requested that speakers approach the podium and use the microphone to speak:
Public Hearing 7:15pm-

Chair Benson suspended the Regularly Scheduled Town Board meeting reconvening the public hearing.  
Chair Benson read aloud the public notice from the Beacon.  Ian Smith, 33013 58th Ave Path, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, had requested a hearing on the subject of vacating easement along Lots 1 and 2, Block Two in the Oxford Hills Plat; the two lots combine to form parcel #411600080. 

Ken Burns reported that, as Vice-Chair, he had convened the public hearing with inspection on site at 1:00pm. He reported that he had inspected the exterior property in question, walking the easement property line above ground, rear and north of 330th, and along the front of 58th Avenue Way; a power pole was noted at the northeast corner. 
 The pole drops power via a transformer underground to serve the lot. Communication lines were located along 58th Avenue Way within the Right of Way. Ken reported that there was no indication of the existence of utilities or waterway as utility/ drainage easement, in the way that it was shown on the east/west general plat of Oxford Hill.   Ken reported that the public hearing had been suspended at 1:35pm.  

Chair Benson called for any public input on the subject of the easement vacation. Danny Lundell inquired about the utility provider easement. Ken explained that the easement existed only on the paper of the general plat for Oxford Hills; the house had been constructed over the easement where the two lots joined. Chair Benson called twice for any further public input.  Chair Benson made a motion to close the public hearing. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

Cheryle offered a Resolution to Vacate a Road Drainage/Utility Easement. Bob Benson read aloud Resolution #02212023 to vacate said easement. Bob made a motion to execute and approve. Ken Burns requested some discussion of the easement description; edits were made for clarity: the last clause was removed; the words “and along 58th Avenue Path” were added to cite the intention to include the retention of the 58th Avenue Path frontage easements. The edits were approved and initialed. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  Chair Benson signed; Cheryle Peters attested.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to adopt Resolution #02212023, as edited. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
The corresponding Road Order was edited accordingly and executed to vacate said drainage/utility easement, as described above.   
Zoning Requests:  
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that she had submitted the Annual Workers’ Comp Audit for the year 2022.  She reported that the document had been submitted via a new portal system instituted by MATIT. Some brief discussion ensued regarding the submission of W-3 documents. 
2. Cheryle reported that Absentee voting began February 10th, 2023; she had picked up supplies and voter assist equipment on February 7th.  

3. Cheryle requested permission to place Beacon Notices in regard to: the Planning Commission meeting change of date, Election/Annual meeting and Public Accuracy Testing with Absentee Voting at the Town Hall March 11th; 10am-Noon.  Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

4. Cheryle reported that she had contacted the Ranger at Northern Star Council regarding an excess payment for the shared rental of the boom mower.  The camp used the mower for 10 hours @$80per hour; the camp contributed $1500.  The Ranger requested that the excess be applied toward Road Use Reimbursements.
Treasurer, Mary Lundell, added that the Northern Star Council account balance was zero, fully paid, and reflected as an account entry to Account #36240: Roads and Reimbursements.

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $424,906.16
	Receipts 
	$1,797.36

	Disbursed
	$15,140.47

	Ending Balance 
	$411,563.05

	January, 2022
	$418,537.41


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, January 1st-31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for January 2023 was noted as $418,537.41.
She reported that the receipts were from Goodhue County, the final Property Tax payments, $1682.25; interest from First Farmers & Merchants and Candidate Filing Fees.
Mary reported that the township received a statement showing $12.36 for Tom Kurtz’s unemployment.
Treasurer Lundell invited questions. Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
1. Danny reported that he had secured a quote from Crysteel Truck Equipment, vendor for a vibrator unit accessory for the sander on the one ton.  The quote came in at $1,545.  Danny did not encourage the purchase; per the salesman, it seemed to be an inappropriate size for the one ton.   
2. Danny reported that the V plow had been picked up, however, no trade in had been accepted and the wings are on back order.  The rubber flaps are also in question with the purchase. Danny reported that he will continue to screen the transaction; the price was on track with the budget, under $11,000; new caster shoes would be part of the purchase as well.
3. Danny reported that both school districts had cancelled bus service for the next two day duration storm.  Danny reported that plow driving schedules had been discussed among the 4 man crew.  Ken Burns asked if the staffing was adequate and was Danny able to drive with his current injury.  Karen inquired as to what had happened.  Danny reported that he had broken a rib after he had slipped on the ice, removing a branch from the road.  A note of thanks and well wishing for safety was given, in advance,   for the crew’s upcoming service.  
4. Danny reported that Andrea Tatge had contacted him regarding turnaround area for the school bus next season.  Discussion ensued regarding the possible need for a written agreement from Mr. Mike Gronlund, allowing the township to turn around on his property.  
5. Danny requested that his personal email be used only for personal matters; Mary agreed to create a gmail account for him to use in township matters.    
6. Chair Benson noted that a 24” culvert would be required to accommodate run off from along 310th Street.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Road Report. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Ordinance Review: Goodhue County Density Controls were reviewed and compared to Stanton Township Density Controls; some discussion ensued regarding the language used for Density Controls in the township’s Residential Zones. Ken offered a closer look at a draft that might be more similar, to Goodhue County language for Density Controls, removing the 12 dwellings per Section limit from only the Residential Zones; the Township Residential zones could control densities using minimum lot sizes and quarter, quarter limits of one per quarter, quarter.  The subject would be sent to the Planning Commission for review and the appropriate processing.  
Old Business: 
1. Map Sent From Land Use Management- Discussion ensued regarding the status of the township road map that indicates roads maintained and those not maintained by Stanton Township. It was reported that no new developments had been made available since the map was reviewed with Goodhue County staff.   
2. Deputy Clerk and Deputy Treasurer Pay- Some brief discussion ensued explaining the intent to pay substitutes for the Clerk and Treasurer, at the same rate of pay, that the regular Clerk or Treasurer would have earned, had they performed their own respective duties.  Karen Slininger made a motion to revise the Pay Rate policy dated May, 2020 accordingly; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
New Business: 
1. Brief discussion ensued regarding the imminent expiration of a Joint Powers agreement with Goodhue County on the subject of Fine Allocations- Ken Burns made a motion to allow the agreement to expire; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
2. Chair Benson requested some discussion on the subject of reclamation work on the Moorhouse/Anderson quarry; at some point the pit will need to be filled in and topped with good soil.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).
· Randolph-Hampton Fire District Annual Business Meeting-Thursday, March 2nd, 2023 @7pm; dinner at 6:45pm

· Jason Fehling had sent an email regarding the City of Cannon Falls and negotiations with the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association.  There had been no additional information at the time on the subject of upcoming meetings or negotiations. Karen Slininger reported that Stanton Township had approved the 4% increase proposed by the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association.   
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Township Day at the Capital-February 1st and 2nd, 2023
· Saturday, February 11th Goodhue County Association of Township Officers-Zumbrota- 
Mary Lundell reported that she had attended the County meeting of Township Officers; she informed the Town Board that the Minnesota Association of Townships Annual Meeting and Conference will be conducted in St. Cloud, December 7th, 8th and 9th, 2023.
She reported that the county association paid for one Stanton Township officer’s Conference fee, hotel and mileage from the 2022 conference.  

Mary reported that Jess Greenwood had been introduced, at the Goodhue County Township Officers’ meeting, as Greg Isakson’s successor as County Engineer.  
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:46pm.
Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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