Approved Minutes March 21, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Chair, Bob Benson; Vice-chair, Ken Burns; Supervisor, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Nora Felton, Scott Olson, David Affolter, Kevin Whitson; Tim Deemer; Road Manager, Danny Lundell attended via Zoom.  Jenelle Sternitsky attended on line.   
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary Lundell asked to speak regarding the Annual meeting.  
Approval of Minutes From February 21st, 2023: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the February 21st, 2023 minutes with the requested edits regarding the Northern Star Council invoice balance.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Chair Benson requested that speakers approach the podium and use the microphone to speak:
Public to Speak: 
Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, commented on feedback regarding the Annual meeting on the following points:
1. Moderator, also serves as a Stanton Township supervisor.  Ken Burns explained that Jack Schlichting was not available to moderate at the Annual Meeting. Another resident was asked but had a conflict.  Ken Burns explained that he was a reluctant third choice.  
2. A resident, also serves as a Stanton Township supervisor, spoke regarding road conditions on Sciota Trail.

3. Remote Access Notice 
4. Remote Access and Equipment- Annual Meeting Equipment/Microphone Use
Discussion ensued regarding next year’s Annual Meeting.  Ken noted that he had replied to email comment regarding camera equipment and placement.  Ken commented that a phone camera has been used in the past and is planned to be used again to capture the room view.  Necessary equipment can be purchased.  Karen Slininger commented on her physical position, using the microphone to talk to fellow residents, about roads in Stanton Township.  The microphone had been mounted conducive mostly to remote access.   
Ken restarted the Zoom feature; some were saying that their access info wasn’t allowing them in to the meeting.  
Zoning Requests:  
1. David and Tammy Affolter, 4801 County 24 Boulevard, requested a review for building rights on their parcel #410350400, 25.89 acres.  The parcel currently sites a barn.  The Affolters live in a home sited on Parcel #410350100, 1 acre.  Section 35 sites 12 dwellings. The township zones both parcels A-2. 
Ken Burns explained that per the Goodhue County GIS, Parcel #410350100 encroaches 7 feet into Parcel #410350400.  Including 100 foot property line side setbacks, the smaller parcel’s deck encroaches approximately 107 feet.  This makes the parcel non-conforming regarding setbacks, subject to expansion limitations called out in the Stanton Township Planning and Zoning Ordinance. Both parcels would need to be joined to remedy the non-conformity on the setbacks.
It was noted that the Section density controls are at the limit of 12 dwellings. The Planning Commission made no recommendation, for approval, to the Town Board noting multiple compliance issues.   

2. Cheryle reported that Joe Crosby, 33250 58th Avenue Path, had phoned to say that he would not be attending the meeting.   

3. Kevin Whitson, on behalf of the Linda Whitson Estate, would like to subdivide 5 acres from Parcel # 410210500, 2159 Highway 19 Boulevard for a near future sale, of the home, currently on the property.  The property is currently 142.9 acres; Stanton Township zones the property A-2, a 20 acre minimum.  Goodhue County zones the property A-2, a 2 acre minimum.  

Mr. Whitson, 2199 Highway 19 Boulevard, requested a public hearing to consider a Variance on minimum lot size.  Mr. Whitson reported that if the Variance was approved, the remaining 15 acres would be rented out for Agricultural and Mining use with the newly configured 137.9 acre parcel.  Mr. Whitson currently owns the 142.9 acre parcel with his brother, Mark and his sister Lynn Valek. Built in 1869, the property has been held within the family for 6 generations. A relative would like to purchase the home and 5 acres.  
Section 21 currently sites 6 dwellings; the Quarter, quarter sites two; the CPI for the parcel was researched as75%, per the Minnesota Soil Survey.  

Bob Benson made a motion to schedule a public hearing; Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The hearing was slated for Tuesday, April 11th, 2023@ 7:15 pm, the next Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  

Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that she had received the Randolph/Hampton Fire District Contract.  The Town Board executed the contract.  Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the executed contract; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion to adopt passed 3/0.
She reported that there had been no word on the Cannon Falls Rural Fire Association negotiations with the City of Cannon Falls.  
2. Cheryle reported that she had returned Election supplies and Voter Assisted equipment on March 15th, 2023. Absentee voting began February 10th, 2023.
3. Cheryle reported that she and Ken Burns had reviewed the Minnesota Soil Survey website for some navigation instructions on locating Crop Productivity Index ratings.  Ken offered to write up some instructions for general use.  
4. Cheryle reported on Election Certificates of Filing for Candidate Campaign Financial Reports and Scheduled dates for Oaths of Office administration and congratulated Bob Benson and Mary Lundell. 
Oaths of Office were scheduled for Saturday, March 25th, 2023 @10am at the town hall for Mary and Bob.

      5.     Cheryle asked Mary if there was anything further to do for the First Report of Injury regarding Danny’s     
              injury claim. Mary reported that she was able to accomplish everything necessary, online, with the      
              appropriate carrier. Mary did request an original of the correspondence sent to Cheryle by snail mail.
      6. 
Ken Burns requested that the footer on meeting agenda read as: 

Disclaimer: Items on agenda may be changed or added without notice.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $411,563.05
	Receipts 
	$30,873.60

	Disbursed
	$33,829.97

	Ending Balance 
	$408,606.68

	February, 2022
	$448,744.28


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, February 1st-28th, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for February 2023 was noted as $438,744.28.
Mary reported that the bulk of receipts were from Goodhue County, the Road Allotment, $27,576.32; Northern Star Council Road Relief $1,000; PQT $1622.40 Road Relief; Re imbursement from the Goodhue County Association Township Officers for Conference 2022, $561.25.
Some discussion ensued regarding meeting pay for Absentee Ballot board judges, Election judge pay rates, Election Head judge pay rates and Wage notices.    
Mary reported that election judges are not eligible for meeting pay, per employee wage notices, as they are written.  Discussion ensued regarding election judge pay relative to how other jurisdictions pay. 
Mary reported that she had added, to the schedule of coverage, for the new tractor, mower attachment and new v-plow for the one ton to avoid exposure to out of pocket expenses due to an incident; the added premium was listed in the claims as $560.00.
Treasurer Lundell invited questions. Ken Burns requested various break outs for Annual Meeting Road Report data including: gravel, chloride, plowing labor and grading labor.  A similar breakdown was requested for the receipts: taxes, reimbursements; Mary offered copies of her annual report. Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
Discussion ensued regarding a more complete greeting going to township voicemails.  Pertaining to roads, Danny approved general public messages for his home answering machine.  Danny now has a township email address, as well.  The new procedure was discussed as a yearlong trial.  Some discussion ensued regarding the efficiency of texts and a cell phone.  
1. The Annual Road Tour/ Inspection was slated for Friday, April 28th @ 9am, beginning at the Town Hall and ending when finished at the Town Hall.  
2. Gravel and Chloride quotes would be reviewed in April.  The May 31st deadline for gravel deliveries was retained for correspondence purposes.  Danny commented on the unusually damaged road conditions and expects that remedial action will require extra time and attention.  
3. The Cascade Maintenance Agreement with Goodhue County Public Works was reviewed.
4. Scoita Trail was discussed; tarring seemed to be a mixed opinion.  Karen offered to take a survey of those on the stretch; financial obligations were noted.  Bob suggested an estimate for reference.  

Ken reported that public funds could be available through the Legislature.  He suggested the LRIP resources as a possible source for an estimate on Sciota Trail.  Ken reported on some of the township funding sources discussed at the Short Course training.  

5. Danny inquired about the status of the spill cleanup on 330th; nothing new since the freeze.  
6. Danny inquired about a hire for assistance with road work.  Cheryle agreed to conduct a pay survey directed toward Cannon Falls Township, Leon Township, Warsaw Township, Randolph Township, Northfield Township and Sciota Township.  The survey would be used to help determine an offering for an additional hire.  Karen reported that she had discussed with Danny his desired hours and Larry’s desired hours.  
7. Danny reported that Andrea Tatge had contacted him regarding turnaround area for the school bus next season.  Discussion ensued regarding the possible need for a written agreement from Mr. Mike Gronlund, allowing the township to turn around on his property.  
8. Ken Burns reported that some townships are using a mixture of road gravel and salt instead of sand and salt.  Some discussion ensued. Danny supported trials; more discussion could occur in September, closer to the winter season.  Danny offered to check with other townships. 

9. Scott Olson encouraged some engineering reviews before tarring.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Ordinance Review: 
1. Goodhue County Density Controls were reviewed and compared to Stanton Township Density Controls; some discussion ensued regarding further interpretation of the language used for Density Controls in the township.  Further discussion ensued regarding vision.  Ken Burns supported the idea of a joint meeting with the Planning Commission and some legal counsel to assist in final drafting.     
2. Some discussion ensued regarding many factors including future infrastructure changes that might come into play.  The Comprehensive Plan was noted. It was noted that accessory buildings have come to compare more closely to the county limits.  
3. Stanton Township Rezone Project Document Review-
Old Business: 
1. Map Sent From Land Use Management- Discussion ensued regarding the status of the township road map that indicates roads maintained and those not maintained by Stanton Township. 
Cheryle reported that she had retrieved the map from Goodhue County GIS for additional review by the township; various edits were made for return to Goodhue County GIS.   
      2.
Chair Benson requested some discussion on the subject of reclamation work on the Moorhouse/Anderson quarry; at some point the pit will need to be filled in and topped with good soil.  
3.
Cheryle offered to get back to Lisa Hanni regarding the parcels in downtown Stanton; same size for each parcel would be acceptable, no multiple dwelling construction.  
New Business: Cheryle agreed to update the website with Danny’s new township email address, for township purposes.  Ken and Cheryle agreed to check all the links on the website; the Zoom link seems to be broken or changed; the CPI Soil Service Website; approved minutes have been added. 
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).  A brief hiatus was called for the Spring Short Course weeks.  
· Jason Fehling had sent an email regarding the City of Cannon Falls and negotiations with the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association.  There had been no additional information at the time on the subject of upcoming meetings or negotiations. Karen Slininger reported that Stanton Township had approved the 4% increase proposed by the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association.   
· April 19th, 11am Local Board of Appeals and Equalization

· Annual Spring Road Tour/Inspection Friday, April 28th, 2023@9am Beginnig at the Town Hall and ending at the Town Hall.  It was suggested that the county engineer might have some insight on the condition of Sciota Trail and remedial action.  

· Mary requested approval for Short Course attendance in the Northern part of the state, instead of Rochester.   She reported that she would use her own accommodations in the area.  Approval was given for the class and mileage.  
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Ken gave a brief report regarding Short Course Training; the yearend report has been submitted per Mary.  
· Digital Connection Committee, Line Extension Program and Last Mile were noted.  Ken offered to do additional research on the options.  

Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Ken Burns made a motion to approve donations to the Goodhue County Historical Society and the Goodhue County Fair, in the amounts of $200 each, as approved by the Town electorate.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 10:23pm.

Respectfully submitted,
_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Bob Benson
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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