Approved Minutes April 18, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Ken Burns; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Josh Huneke, , Mark Whitson, Kevin Whitson, Brian Valek, Lynn Valek, Michelle Sandstrom, Jennifer Ziemer and Jess Greenwood; Road Manager, Danny Lundell attended via Zoom; Treasurer, Mary Lundell attend via Zoom; Jenelle Sternitsky attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Bob Benson, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Bob called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. 
Nomination and Election of Officers for the Township Board of Supervisors: 

Bob Benson nominated Ken Burns to serve as Chair. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  Ken Burns abstained.  The motion passed 2/0.

Ken Burns nominated Karen Slininger to serve as Vice-Chair.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  Karen Slininger abstained.  The motion passed 2/0.  
Approval of Minutes From March 21st, 2023: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the March 21st, 2023 minutes with the requested edits regarding Mark Dubbels’ name inclusion. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Tim Weber, on behalf of the Cannon Falls Sportsman’s Club, requested approval from the Town Board for Goodhue County renewal of the club’s 3.2 Malt Liquor license.  Ken Burns read resolution #04182023cfs aloud.  Ken Burns signed; Cheryle Peters attested.  Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the resolution with a name edit, from the Oxford Sportsman’s Club.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
2. The Summit Golf Club, 31286 Highway 19 Boulevard, requested approval from the Town Board for Goodhue County renewal of the club’s 3.2 Malt Liquor license.  Ken Burns read aloud resolution #04182023sgc.  Ken Burns signed; Cheryle Peters attested.  Bob Benson made a motion to adopt the motion.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.
Ken restarted the Zoom feature; 
Zoning Requests:  
1. Josh Huneke, 5489 Highway 19 Boulevard, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 9x5 front step cover, Parcel#410134300.  Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request for a Zoning Certificate, as submitted.   Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

2. Kevin Whitson, 2199 Highway 19 Boulevard, on behalf of the Linda Whitson Estate, would like to subdivide 5 acres from Parcel # 410210500, 2153 Highway 19 Boulevard for a near future sale of the home currently on the property.  The property is currently 142.9 acres; Stanton Township zones the property A-2, a 20 acre minimum. Goodhue County zones the property A-2, a 2 acre minimum.  

Mark Whitson, 1920 Roosevelt Drive Unit 21, Northfield MN 55057, attended the public hearing; he and his brother are requesting a Variance on minimum lot size, using the existing access.  

Mr. Whitson reported that if the Variance was approved, the remaining 15 acres would be rented out for Agricultural and Mining use with the newly configured 137.9 acre parcel.  Mr. Whitson currently owns the 142.9 acre parcel with his brother, Mark and his sister Lynn Valek. Built in 1869, the property has been held within the family for 6 generations. A relative would like to purchase the home and 5 acres.  
Section 21 currently sites 6 dwellings; the Quarter, quarter sites two; the CPI for the parcel was researched as75%, per the Minnesota Soil Survey.  

Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request for a Variance on minimum lot size, as stated; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
3. Michelle Sandstrom, 30127 59th Avenue Way, requested a review for a pool house construction; GIS calculated setbacks differently than survey indicates.  Ms. Sandstrom is requesting a public hearing to consider a Variance that would allow a 10 foot side setback on the North West property line.  Parcel #410130700.  Karen Slininger made a motion to schedule a public hearing, May 9th, 2023 @ 7:15pm to consider the request for a Variance allowing a 10 foot side setback on the North West property line. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 
4. Goodhue County Public Works representatives Jennifer Ziemer and Deputy Director,Jess Greenwood,  requested:

One Text Amendment to the Stanton Township Zoning Ordinance to allow for two more items in the P-1 Public Park Zone: 

The first item is: 
a) Temporary accommodation sites for park hosts-restricted to park hosts only and not rentable or available to the general public. (Ken Burns proposed some preferred language as follows: Temporary accommodations for up to two Park Host families to reside for not more than 7 months per year.) This would provide full time supervision at Byllesby Park, including an overnight presence; monitoring of restrooms and picnic shelters; on-site staff to assist with minor park maintenance projects; providing a high quality experience for park visitors.

The second item is: 
b) Fish cleaning station to avoid fish cleaning on picnic tables, fish waste smelling in garbage cans, attracting animals to the garbage cans, and fish potentially being cleaned in the new pavilion's food serving areas or modern restrooms; provide a block and mortar, easy to maintain, fully screened/enclosed structure with water, industrial grinder, and a separate underground waste storage tank.

Ken Burns made a motion to schedule a public hearing for 5-9-23 @ 7:30pm to considering a Text Amendment to the Ordinance for Goodhue County Park: a fish cleaning structure and two temporary accommodations for Park Host Families.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
5. Goodhue County Public Works representatives Jennifer Ziemer and Jess Greenwood also requested:

One Conditional Use Permit to expand parking for regular passenger vehicles (no boat trailers) to the east of the existing parking. Anticipated need is 65-75 parking stalls. Phase 1 will be roped-off grass parking to better determine need and use. Phase two will be gravel with ropes defining parking rows. Phase 3 will be paved and striped parking.

The current passenger vehicle parking lot fills up on busy weekends. With the addition of a 150 person facility, additional parking will be required. An average of 2.4 people per vehicle would require an additional 63 parking stalls. Providing this parking will reduce potential safety issues, such as vehicles trying to park along the edge of the highway. It will also prevent issues with regular vehicles trying to park in the boat trailer parking lot.

Some discussion ensued regarding safety issues; people walking through the parking lot and bikers; perhaps a path could be added or reconfigured for those uses.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to schedule a public hearing 5-9-23 @ 7:45pm for Goodhue County Public Works regarding a Conditional Use Permit adding 65-70 parking stalls in Goodhue County Park; Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
The Goodhue County Maintenance agreement for the Cascade Kayak and Canoe Launch area was executed.   
Clerk’s Report: 
1. Cheryle reported that she had mailed the executed Randolph/ Hampton Fire District contract -Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association invoice would be coming ASAP.
2. Zoom Account-Cheryle reported that there has been ongoing follow up with Zoom representatives; Ken has been emailing on a regular basis.  He requested email notices and a follow up phone call from Cheryle.  She acknowledged. 
3. Cheryle noted that she had placed a new greeting on the voicemail.
4. Cheryle reported that she had returned the road map to Goodhue County GIS department.  Some discussion ensued regarding 37th Avenue Way: Is it a township road and should it be included in the Goodhue County Public Works mileage survey. Minimum Maintenance Roads as a topic was slated as an agenda item for the May meeting.  
5. Cheryle reported that Frontier Communications had emailed to ask if bond #K15404292 could be cancelled; 311 320th Street, directional bore across. The $10,000 bond work was reviewed and cancellation was approved.  
6. Cheryle requested approval for a Verizon request to mount small equipment on the shelter structure at 257  320th Street, Stanton, MN 55018; (MN11STANTON).  The Town Board Supervisors gave permission; no permitting is required for the request as it was stated.  

7. Cheryle stated that she had emailed Lisa Hanni regarding Tax Forfeited properties in Section 30, Downtown Old Stanton to update her on discussion regarding parcel size and building controls for Parcel #’s 411400030 and 411400020.  
Ken refreshed the Zoom timer.  

8. Cheryle reported that she had been asked to send the Snow Removal Policy to Troy Gilchrist For Review-Cheryle reported that she had done so and Troy responded by saying that the Policy should be developed to include language that pertains to protecting the township from litigation.  He included some templates for the township to use.  Cheryle noted that she had included the Interim Snow Removal SOP as reviewed January 17th, 2023 in packet for April 18th, 2023.  More review was slated for fall or earlier.  
Ken inquired about an employment application that had been released but not, yet returned.  Follow up was requested.  Cheryle acknowledged.
9. Cheryle noted that she had emailed and called regarding the contamination of soil on 330th  Street.  The latest word from Curaes was that the Senior Incident Manager was delegating to a contractor to secure the excavation permit.  
10. Cheryle reported that she had been practicing to use the Crop Productivity Index websites-
11. Cheryle reported that Oaths of Office had been administered to Bob Benson and Mary Lundell for the   
      offices of Township Supervisor and Township Treasurer, respectively.
12. Cheryle stated that she had ordered updated Township Manuals for the Planning Commission and    
      Town Board officers.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $408,606.68
	Receipts 
	$634.03

	Disbursed
	35,306.04

	Ending Balance 
	$373,934.67

	March, 2022
	$413,698.08


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, March 1st-31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for March 2022 was noted as $413,698.08.
Mary commented on the County recording fees collected.  Some discussion ensued regarding Conditional Use Permits, Variances and Ordinance Amendments.  Ken Burns asserted that those types of documents should be recorded with Goodhue County, for long term benefit.  Fees should be paid to the township contingent upon township approval of the applicant’s request.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to, going forward, collect a $46.00 County recording fee from applicants that receive township approved Variances, Conditional Use Permits and Text Amendments.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Mary reported that she had received the bank bond document protecting the statutory limits for balances in townships’ bank accounts, first quarter.  
Some brief discussion ensued regarding Road and Bridge accounting breakdowns, labor and materials.  Mary reminded constituents to contact their legislators. 
Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
a) Danny reported that some grading had been done; he thought that the roads looked pretty good for having such a severe snow and ice season.  
b) Danny reported seeing no frost boils this year.
Danny reported that Rahn Safe has stump remover equipment.  Bob Benson made a motion to commit $2,000 for stump removals on the edges of the roads.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

c) Gravel quotes were reviewed from Anderson Rock and Lime,Inc and Kielmeyer Construction, Incorporated:
1. Kielmeyer Construction, Incorporated submitted a quote for $11.05 per ton delivered to township roads; delivered to township residents, $13.00+tax

2. Anderson Rock and Lime, Inc. submitted a quote for $10.45 delivered to township roads; $11.95+ tax delivered to township residents.  Bob Benson made a motion to accept the quote from Anderson Rock and Lime, Inc. for $10.45 ton.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Ken refreshed the Zoom time duration.
d) Chloride quotes were reviewed from Envirotech, Luhman’s Construction and Northern Salt:

1. Envirvotech submitted a quote for $1.55 per gallon applied.
2. Luhman’s Construction submitted a quote for $1.25 per gallon applied.  
Bob Benson made a motion to offer chloride treatment to residents that apply for the treatments @ $50 per 100 linear feet. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

3. Northern Salt submitted a quote for $1.28 per gallon applied.

Ken restarted the Zoom timer. 

Ken Burns made a motion to accept the quote from Luhman’s Construction @ $1.25 for Calcium Chloride.    Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

e) The Cascade Maintenance Agreement with Goodhue County Public Works was reviewed.  Time was allotted to read the document; Jennifer briefly explained that the agreement is a draft and can be revised. Karen Slininger noted that the agreement accurately reflects the maintenance already performed last season.  Some brief discussion ensued regarding 800 feet of chloride and the cost to Goodhue County Public Works.  
Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the agreement as written in regard to the township Right of Way at the Cascade Kayak/Canoe launch area.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Ken Burns signed; Cheryle attested. The new Chair’s name was entered.  A copy was kept for the township; Jennifer retained a copy for the Goodhue County Commissioners’ reference.  
f) The pay survey was reviewed for Cannon Falls Township, Sciota Township and Randolph Township; Cheryle agreed to follow up with Northfield Township, Warsaw Township and Leon Township and forward the information to Town Board members.  

g) Mowing of Town Hall Grounds was reviewed; Danny Lundell stated that he was open to an offer.  Some brief discussion ensued regarding the price and the landscaping.  Bob Benson suggested the same charge as last season, $750 per month for the season, under the same terms as last season.   Danny stated that he would accept the offer to maintain the grounds at the Town Hall, excluding landscaping duties.  
Ken Burns stated  Bob’s motion to hire Danny Lundell to maintain the Town Hall lawn at a rate of $750 per month, for the season, using his own equipment and insurance. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
h) Cheryle requested a deadline from Danny for when he would need to have the chloride orders submitted to him; he conceded some unknowns with road work preparations and vendor schedules but did choose May 24th as a target date.  Cheryle acknowledged.
Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Road Report, as stated and reviewed. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Old Business: 
1. Map from Land Use Management


2. Interim Snow Removal SOP as reviewed January 17th, 2023.

3. Moorhouse /Anderson Quarry was noted, for closure.  
New Business: Karen Slininger reported briefly on the Technology Document Report.  Some brief discussion ensued on the subjects of scanners, copiers, cloud based web site and servers; it was suggested that the report could be reviewed again next month, for more detail. The concept of using more digital document storage was noted.  Back up advantages were noted as well.  Setup charges were clarified.  
Ordinance Review:
1. Goodhue County Density Control Language Comparisons Document was slated for review next month as well, after the Planning Commission reviews it as well.  
2. Stanton Township Rezone Project Document was also slated for review next month with some possible edits from the Planning Commission, a study of a Commercial Recreation Zone. 
3. A Special joint Planning Commission and Town Board meeting is being planned for June, with the township attorney present.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).
· April 19th, 11am Local Board of Appeals and Equalization

· Annual Spring Road Tour/Inspection Friday, April 28th, 2023@9am Beginnig at the Town Hall and ending at the Town Hall.  It was suggested that the county engineer might have some insight on the condition of Sciota Trail and remedial action.  Ken noted that Jess Greenwood, Deputy Director for Goodhue County Public Works, would meet the crew on Sciota Trail West @ 9:30am for some engineering consult. Some discussion ensued regarding the one mile stretch of Sciota Trail West from 56 to more or less the county line.  
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
· MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Spring Short Course-Treasurer, Mary Lundell, reported that she had attended the Spring Short Course.  
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 10:17pm.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________

Cheryle Peters, 
Clerk, Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns 
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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