Approved Minutes May 16, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Ken Burns; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Josh Huneke, Bill Robinson, Don Benson, Greg Isakson, Jennifer Ziemer and Jess Greenwood; Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Jenelle Sternitsky attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Ken Burns, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Ken called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mike Gronlund’s property agreement was moved to the Road Report for review.   
Approval of Minutes From April 18th, 2023: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the April 18th, 2023 minutes with the requested edits noting that Mary Lundell did attend the Spring Short Course. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Pat Jirik, 20530 Blaine Avenue, Farmington, MN 55024, addressed the Town Board regarding a land split for Parcel #410180400, 43.99 acres, Stanton Township R-1 zoning.  Mr. Jirik introduced some preliminary plans and then requested to make, a more formal request, at a later time in the evening. 
2. Mitch Otto, 6106 331st Street Way, addressed the Town Board regarding noise complaints affecting some Stanton Township residents with proximity to the Veterans’ Memorial Park location.  He notified the supervisors that a meeting would be taking place Thursday, May 18th at the Park location, 7pm.   Goodhue County and other township boards have been contacted regarding the upcoming meeting.   
Mr. Otto requested some representation, at the meeting, by the Town Board; Ken Burns committed a level of  representation, on behalf of the Town Board, with the understanding that the township has no jurisdiction in the matter.  Mr. Otto thanked the Town Board for their assistance.   
Zoning Requests:  
1. Josh Huneke, 5489 Highway 19 Boulevard, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 36x56 Pole Barn, Parcel#410134300, 1.3 acres zoned R-1; Goodhue County zones the property  A-2.  Building size was reviewed; setbacks were reviewed.  Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request for a Zoning Certificate, as submitted. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
2. Andy Sandstrom, 30127 59th Avenue Way, did not attend the meeting to request a review for a pool house and deck addition construction project; GIS calculated setbacks, in 2021, differently than survey indicates.  Mr. Sandstrom is requesting a Variance to allow a 10 foot side setback on the northwest property line, Parcel #410130700.  The parcel is 8.5 acres in Stanton Township R-1; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-3.   
3. Bill Robinson, 4305 322nd Street Way, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 24x24 shed, Parcel # 410260601 is located in Stanton Township A-2 zone; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2, Section 26. The site plan was reviewed; setbacks were reviewed. Karen Slininger made a motion to approve Mr. Robinson’s request for a Zoning Certificate, as submitted.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

4. Pat Jirik, 20530 Blaine Avenue, Farmington, MN 55024, requested a public hearing to consider a request for a Subdivision Variance, in the R-1, Parcel #410180400, 43.99 acres. Mr. Jirik is proposing the subdivision of the parcel, into three parcels. The minimum lot size is 5 acres in the R-1. If approved, the Variance would allow the subdivision of the parcel, with two building sites located within the same quarter, quarter. Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2 Zoning District.
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request for a public hearing.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The hearing was scheduled for June 13th, 2023 @ 7:15pm.  

5. Glen Emery, 5769 304th Street Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested a public hearing to consider a Minimum Lot Size Variance, in the R-1, Parcel #410301100, 10.37 acres. Mr. Emery is proposing the subdivision of the parcel with the house, 911 Stanton Boulevard, Dennison, MN 55018, approximately 90 feet of frontage. The minimum lot size is 5 acres in the R-1. Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2 Zoning District, a 2 acre minimum. Access to the house would be from Highway 19.
Bob Benson made a motion to schedule the public hearing.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The hearing was scheduled for June 13th, 2023 @ 7:30pm.
6. Goodhue County Public Works requested an Amendment to the Stanton Township Zoning Ordinance to allow for two more Permitted items in the P-1 Public Park Zone:
a) The first item is: G.  Temporary accommodations for up to two Park Host Families to reside in Lake Byllesby Park, for not more than 7 months per year, and not rentable and not available to the general public.  

b) The second item is: H.  Fish cleaning station structures

7. Goodhue County Public Works also requested a Conditional Use Permit to expand parking for regular passenger vehicles (no boat trailers) to the east of the existing parking. Anticipated need is 65-70 parking stalls. Discussion ensued regarding: 

a. Signage for overflow parking and developed trail termination point

b. Intensified exposure for the Northern Star Council, BSA cliff jumping activities

c. Park Master Plan and Stanton Township jurisdiction

d. Intensified activity associated with the future use of the completed pavilion

e. Custody and control of the cliff jumping property 

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request, as stated; Ken Burns recused himself from the vote on the grounds that the proposal, under the current conditions, could negatively affect his property interests. Bob Benson did not second the motion. The motion failed, lacking a second to the motion, 1/0.   

Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that the Cannon Valley Rural Fire Association had sent an invoice; the check represents the approved 4% increase and is included in the claims list for approval, May 16, 2023.  
2. Cheryle reported that the Zoom account issue had been resolved.  Ken had been emailing them on a regular basis.  
3. Cheryle noted that she had responded to the Frontier Communications bond #K15404292 cancellation request and also, the Verizon request for permission to mount a small piece of equipment to the structure that services the tower at on the shelter structure at 257 320th Street, Stanton, MN 55018; (MN11STANTON).  
4. Cheryle briefly reviewed the status of a “Snow Removal Policy” review from Troy Gilchrist.  Ken Burns made a motion to approve the “Standard Operating Procedure” portion, as had been reviewed January 17th, 2023.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  Some discussion ensued regarding a more comprehensive Snow Removal Policy; Cheryle reported that Troy had sent templates for the township to use while developing a full policy.    

Bob Benson made a motion to review the entire policy at the meeting June 20th, 2023.  Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  

5. Cheryle reported that a new contractor is involved with the CURES organization.  She has spoken with him over the phone to process an Excavation permit for the cleanup of contaminated soil in the area of  330th Street and State Highway 56.  

6. Cheryle reported that the manuals requested from MAT had not arrived; she will follow-up.  

7. Cheryle noted that Dave Garner had given the township a reference, for recycling pick up, free of charge.  Ken Burns made a motion to approve the pickup of electronics, for the disposal of the township’s no longer used electronic goods.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

8. Cheryle reported that four of the six townships contacted, had participated in the pay survey.  

9. The turnaround agreement for Mike Gronlund’s property was moved to the Road Report portion of the meeting.  

10. Cheryle reported that the Annual ARPA Report had been filed on April 25th, 2023.  

Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $373,934.67
	Receipts 
	$437.20

	Disbursed
	15,296.91

	Ending Balance 
	$359,074.96

	April, 2022
	$280,640.80


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, April 1st-30th, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for April 2022 was noted as $280,640.80. Mary noted that the balance on the new tractor had been paid in April of 2022.
Mary noted that some Workman’s Comprehensive expenses need to be paid in the amount of $24.72 by the end of May, for Tom Kurtz.   
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
1. Review of the Road Tour Notes was tabled until next month. It was noted that Jess Greenwood, upon township request, had met up with the Road Tour crew and offered some engineering consult for Sciota West.  Ken noted that some information, on paving, had been provided via email. Mill and fill is approximately $243,892.00 per mile and the alternative is approximately $372,037.00.
2. Some discussion ensued regarding replacement of the damaged mailbox.

3. Danny reported that Anderson Trucking might not have product available until later in the season. Ken Burns made a motion to approve the purchase of gravel up to $70,000 for the 2023 season.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  Danny noted that a few touch ups in the fall might require a small amount of additional gravel.  
4. Ken Burns made a motion to engage Ziegler, for an onsite service inspection, at the township garage, not to exceed $5,000.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Discussion of tire replacement was slated for late winter.  
5. The Hold Harmless agreement, with Andrea and Justin Tatge, and Mike Gronlund was reviewed for editing. Ken Burns made a motion to approve the creation of an area suitable for a school bus turnaround using the township’s right of way and needed field area to the west, belonging to Mike Gronlund, Parcel #411800350, 20th Avenue Way. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
6. Ken Burns made a motion to approve ROW brush spraying not to exceed $2,500 for the 2023 season.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

7. Discussion ensued regarding Oxford Mill Road and an appropriate width for brushing and tree removal.  Brief discussion ensued regarding trash cans in the right of way, perhaps included in the Snow Removal Policy.
8. Karen stated that she had spoken with Tom Kurtz regarding some part time work for the township; he had contacted her some time after he had gone back to work.  He had suggested using a list of jobs that need to be done, as he is available. The assignments could be ranked for priority.  Mary noted that $5100 per year is the threshold for PERA.  She noted that hiring Tom might be considered a part time yearly employee, according to the payroll rules in play. Currently, he is considered seasonal.  Ken Burns made a motion to hire Tom Kurtz, up to 40 hours per month, as a part time employee eligible for PERA, at the stated threshold.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Ken Burns made a motion to use the 40 hour per month limit only for spring, summer and fall. Snow plowing hours would be considered, as needed and exempt from the previously stated limit.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
The Snow Removal Policy was slated for review in June, with Troy’s templates. 
Old Business: 
1. Pay Survey Response review beginning with Election Judges; it was noted that Stanton Township pays all Election Judges $10.00 per hour; the new rate was discussed and approved at $18.00,  $21.00 for the Head Election Judge.  
Planning Commissioners meeting pay was discussed and approved at $75.00 per meeting;  

Planning Commissioner Chair meeting pay was discussed and approved at $75.00 per meeting;

Clerk regular meeting pay was discussed and approved at $75.00;

Treasurer regular meeting pay, over monthly base, was discussed and approved at $75.00;

Supervisor regular meeting pay was discussed and approved at $75;

The Clerk’s hourly pay was discussed and increased to $22.00 per hour;

The Treasurer’s monthly based pay was discussed and increased to $575.00;

Road Manager was discussed and approved as $35.00 per hour;

Road Crew was discussed and approved as $30.00 per hour;
Supervisors’ hourly pay was discussed and approved as $20.00;

Board Meetings that extend beyond 11:00pm pay an additional $25.00

Other meetings:  

Up to one hour was discussed and approved at $50.00;
Over 8 hours was discussed and approved at $20.00 additional pay per portion of an hour;

Deputy Clerk and Treasurer pay language continued in discussion.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the updated wage rates, effective and including, 5-16-23 and forward; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Karen Slininger offered to use a template, in her possession, for editing and advertizing the plow positions. 
Town Hall rental was discussed briefly; no charges for community groups or government entities. Private parties that use the town hall, Stanton Township residents, would pay $50 to use the town hall.
Some discussion ensued regarding culverts, driveways and road approaches.  

2. Brief discussion ensued on the Technology Report; the subject was tabled until June for further discussion.  The recycling aspect was approved.  
3. Review of Goodhue County Commissioners approved Cascade Maintenance Agreement.
New Business: A Short Meeting was scheduled for Payroll check signings for Thursday, May 18th, 2023 @ 5:15pm at the Town Hall.  
Ordinance Review:

1. Goodhue County Density Control Language Comparisons Document was reviewed and tabled for additional review regarding a thread edit @ b. within the Ordinance document; the edit should refer to the chart and CPI in the A-2 zone.   
2. A Special joint Planning Commission and Town Board meeting is being planned for Monday, June 26th, 2023 with the township attorney present as a first choice date; the second choice date was discussed as Wednesday, June 21st, 2023; 7 pm for both dates.  
3. Re-Zone Project Document would be included as part of the Special meeting in June.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).
· Joint PC and Town Board Zoning meeting in June.
· Summer Short Courses-June CTAS, Law Review June 14th, in Burnsville.  
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Mary reported that the April 18th posted online conference meeting discussed Minimum Maintenance Roads.
· April 19th, 11am Local Board of Appeals and Equalization- One vote was taken.
· Annual Spring Road Review-April 28th, 2023
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 11:01pm.

Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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