Unapproved Minutes June 20th, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Ken Burns; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Larry Turner, Pat Jirik, Glen Emery, John Moorhouse, Jeff Moorhouse, Paul Gergen, Andy Sandstrom and  Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Jenelle Sternitsky and Martin Zais attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Ken Burns, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Ken called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Treasurer Lundell requested to make comments regarding the situation with Zoom services.  Ken explained that the Zoom account had, again, spontaneously reverted back to the “free” licensure profile. He offered to digitize the account with his personal credit card. Discussion on the subject was moved to a business section of the agenda from the public to speak portion.  
Approval of Minutes From May 16th, 2023: Mary Lundell offered a clean copy of the newly revised Stanton Township Pay Policy document effective 5-16-23 and requested the appropriate edits to be reflected in the May 16th minutes: Road Manager and Road Crew should replace “plow driver” terms.   Ken Burns made a motion to approve the May 16th, 2023 minutes with the requested edits. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1.  Martin Zais, on behalf of Laura Geissler, 1244 Highway 19 Boulevard, Stanton, MN  
     55018, requested township approval for a Roof Mount PV System, 1.2 Kw.  Mr. Zais     
     represents All Energy Solar, 1264 Energy Lane, St. Paul, MN 55108.
     A brief description of the system was given; proximity to the Stanton Airfield was noted.  The system would 
     be mounted on the roof of an Accessory building.  Mr. Zais described each of the 28 panels as app. 40x70 in 
     dimension; some discussion ensued placing the airport across Highway 19 from the proposed project site.   

     Chair Burns requested a letter from either the Stanton Airfield authorities or the FAA, signing off on the 
     project as it was described to the Town Board.  Absorption rates, as certified by the manufacturer, in 
     reference to glare would need to be stated.  The documentation would be reviewed at the next Town Board  
     meeting. Mr. Zais was advised to return July 18th.    
2.  Belinda Kuhn, 32316 County 24 Boulevard, addressed the Town Board via an emailed letter, regarding the  
     speed of traffic on County 24 Boulevard.  Ken Burns read the letter aloud.  Ken explained that the township 
     doesn’t have jurisdiction over speed limits. Some discussion ensued with residents from the same area.  The 
     appropriate jurisdictions would be Minnesota Department of Transportation, Goodhue County Public Works 
     and the Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office.  He encouraged contacting those jurisdictions.  
3.  Sue Mieska, 29679 23rd Avenue Way, would like to address the Town Board on the subject of the Chloride 
     program.  She was not able to attend the meeting, in June, but planned to attend in July.  
Zoning Requests:  
1.  Mr. Larry Turner, 32772 County 24 Boulevard, requested a Zoning Certificate   
     approving the construction of a 675 sq ft car port structure added onto an existing detached   
     1250 sq ft garage on his property, Parcel #410252800, R-1, 4.97 acres.  Karen Slininger had asked,  if an   
     additional road access was being requested; no additional access from a public road was being requested.   
     Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request for a Zoning Certificate, approving the construction  
     project, as it had been stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  

2.  Pat Jirik, 20530 Blaine Avenue, Farmington, MN 55024 had requested a land split for Parcel   
     #410180400, 43.99 acres in Stanton Township R-1; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  
     Mr. Jirik would like to create three parcels from the original; two of the parcels would be  
     located within the same quarter, quarter, for two buildable lots, first come first served within Section 18.    
     Mr. Jirik requested a Variance for quarter/quarter density controls.  
     Ken Burns noted that there had been no objections heard at the public hearing conducted, 6-13-23.  

     Ken Burns made a motion to approve Goodhue County commencement of the request to create three parcels 
     out of Parcel #410180400. Stanton Township Residential zoning allows five acre lots, as requested.  Full 
     Section Density requirements can be satisfied. Quarter, quarter section density controls would require a 
     variance to site the second of three parcels. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
     Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Variance requested for the NW of the NW quarter of Section 
     18 with the understanding that two buildable lots exist, within the quarter/ quarter, first come first served on  
     total section density, at this point.   

     On the grounds that the soil is not well suited to farming, Bob Benson seconded the motion to allow the 
     quarter/quarter density Variance, as a best use, increasing the number of dwellings by two, in said  
     quarter/quarter.  

     On the grounds that the lot sizes are proposed at five acres and along the river, similar to others in 
     the area, Ken Burns voted to allow the quarter/quarter Variance, as well.  The motion passed 3/0.  
     Ken refreshed the Zoom time limit.
     Ken Burns made a motion to approve one Zoning Certificate for one five acre parcel,   
     referenced as Parcel A, on the submitted survey.  The Parcel # assigned by the county would be pending 
     county process; final township approval on the proposed Zoning Certificate, including the associated parcel 
     number, would be granted only as a contingency upon Goodhue County process.  Karen Slininger seconded 
     the motion to approve one Zoning Certificate contingent upon Goodhue County process.  The motion passed 
     3/0.  
     Ken Burns noted that he had inspected a culvert site on Mr Jirik’s access along Parcel #410180400; he 
     reported that the needed changes have been made for compliance purposes.    
3.  Glen Emery, 5769 304th Street Way, requested a Minimum Lot Size Variance, in the R-1 
      Parcel#410301100, is 10.37 acres. Mr. Emery proposed the subdivision of the parcel with the garage and 
      house, 911 Stanton Boulevard, Dennison, MN 55018, approximately 90 feet of frontage, app. one half acre.        
     The minimum lot size is 5 acres in the R-1. Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2 Zoning District, a 2 acre    
     minimum. Access to the house and garage would be from Highway 19.  The remaining out lot would remain 
     in Agricultural use with the MOL 10.37 acres, as access.
     Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Minimum Lot Size Variance request, as a split of Parcel   
     #410301100, preserving the larger portion as Agricultural land.  The lot with the house and garage is 
     consistent, in size, to other existing lots along Highway 19 in Stanton.  Karen Slininger seconded the 
     motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
4.  John Moorhouse, 45526 Linda Lane, Kilkenny, MN 56052, representing Allard and Joyce Moorhouse, addressed the Town Board regarding township approval of an Administrative Plat; the survey submitted shows access to Parcel #410150600 by way of easement across parcels 410220100 and 410220200 straddling the line adjoining them to the NW, to said property called out as the Moorhouse Woods, for documentation, with the Goodhue County Recorder. The purpose of the Administrative Plat was described as a way to accommodate a section line, shown on the survey; the one parcel would then qualify as a recordable deed transfer.  
Discussion ensued regarding the characterization of 37th Avenue Way for legitimate “access” purposes.  Ken Burns noted that 37th Avenue Way is shown on the township map, provided by Goodhue County, for an audit of township rights of way. Danny Lundell agreed that there has been no maintenance on 37th Avenue Way. 
Karen Slininger cited archived Stanton Township Board meeting minutes dated August 20, 1989 that refer to rock provided by the township, on the “township’s portion” of Roger Spillman’s driveway.  Maintenance was noted as an indeterminate factor for township right of way characterizations; a township road remains a township road until an official Road Order vacation action occurs and is approved.  

Discussion ensued regarding possible consequences of approving the Administrative Plat.

John Moorehouse noted that easement would serve both the Moorhouses and the Burcum’s parcels.  
Bob Benson made a motion to sign the Administrative Plat accepting the easement shown on the survey, as  submitted, serving both parcels. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The easement shown terminates at 37th Avenue Way, an unmaintained township right of way.   The motion passed 3/0.  
     Chairman Ken Burns signed the mylar copy for the County recording as requested by John and Jeff 
     Moorhouse.
5.  Tammy and Dave Affolter, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 32x42 garage    
     addition, to an existing detached garage, located to the west of the house, 4801 County 24 Boulevard, A-2, 
     Parcel #410350100, 1 acre; Tammy Affolter reported that Parcel # 410350400, 26 acres had been combined 
     with the 1 acre parcel. The new parcel assumes the 410350100 ID number. She submitted a copy of the  
     paperwork from the Goodhue County Land Records Coordinator documenting the lot of record.  Setbacks 
     were reviewed and construction plans were reviewed.
     Bob Benson made a motion to grant the request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a    
     garage addition.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

6.  Andy Sandstrom, 30127 59th Avenue Way, requested a review for a pool house and   
     deck addition construction project; GIS calculated setbacks, in 2021, differently than   
     survey indicates. Mr. Sandstrom is requesting a Variance to allow a 10 foot side setback on the northwest  
     property line, Parcel #410130700.  The parcel is 8.5 acres in Stanton Township R-1; Goodhue County zones 
     the parcel A-3.  
     Bob Benson made a motion to approve the side setback Variance request as it had been stated.  Ken Burns   
     seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
     Bob Benson made a motion to approve the associated Zoning Certificate for the construction of the pool  
     house and the deck addition.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. 
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that the Zoom account had failed again; Ken had offered his assistance to digitize the Zoom payment; some discussion ensued regarding discontinuing the service for the next year.  Karen Slininger clarified her view on the Zoom service as being a temporary arrangement meant to mitigate the effects of Covid 19 communicability. She noted that she did not intend to offend anyone by suggesting the discontinuance of the service. The Annual Meeting in March was noted as a possible forum for discussion of the matter. Jenelle Sternitzky added that the Zoom feature accommodates those that need access due to health and mobility issues.  
2. Cheryle reported on the emails and calls regarding contamination of soil in the area of State Highway 56 and 330th Street.  She reported that she had received a check and sent an Excavation permit to Mr. Robert Perkins of Environmental Restoration, LLC, Fenton, Missouri.
3. Cheryle reported that the Township Manuals had arrived.  Distribution had occurred at the end of the evening.   

4. Cheryle briefly reported that a few of the townships had requested a copy of the data gathered from the survey.  
5. Cheryle reported that she had located more equipment for recycling purposes.  
6. Cheryle reported that she had posted the Special meeting on the subject of possible future zoning changes.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $359,074.96
	Receipts 
	$8,355.40

	Disbursed
	$15,641.77

	Ending Balance 
	$351,788.59

	May, 2022
	$231,907.10


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, May 31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for May 2022 was noted as $231,907.10. Mary reported that most of the receipts were for residents ‘chloride requests.  

Mary noted that she does not currently have access to the BP account; she was given official board of supervisors’ access to the account; Cheryle will contact BP to make the arrangement.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Bank Statement Report, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Discussion ensued regarding the General Fund and the need to transfer into the fund while waiting for the Property Tax payments from Goodhue County to arrive in June or early July.  Ken Burns made a motion to move $20,000 from the COVID Fund to the General Fund, under the ARPA option of Lost Revenue. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Mary noted that she had issued new Wage Notices for the new wages effective May 16th, 2023.

Treasurer Lundell encouraged timely check cashing and requests for reimbursements. She noted some coming changes to PERA. 
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s General Report as stated; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Building Report: 
Road Report:
1. Danny reported that REA had done some digging without an excavation permit somewhere in the township.  Cheryle was asked to send a notice to REA noting the township’s standard operating procedure.  
2. Danny reported that the sprinklers on Steve Jacobsen’s lawn are overshooting into one half of the roadway on Oxford Mill Road.  Danny agreed to speak with Steve.  
3. Danny reported that a resident had poured a cement driveway with some extending into the right of way.  Ken agreed to inspect the property at 33013 58th Avenue Path, in July.  Danny suggested that a Hold Harmless agreement might be needed before plow season.   

4. Danny reported progress on the posting of road signs.  

Ken refreshed the Zoom feature.
5. Danny reported that Anderson Trucking began Monday with four semi’s of gravel delivered to township roads. Wednesday, Danny scheduled 310th Street for some gravel and chloride, east of 56 and north of 19.  Anderson Trucking has been delivering based on availability. Brief discussion ensued regarding some minimal communication methods used to update the residents and town board, throughout the chloride delivery season.  More discussion ensued.  Ken Burns called out January as a better time to review gravel and chloride quotes, for 2024.  Some brief history was discussed as for the time that chloride treatments were applied.  Danny has been able to manage the chloride applications before the fourth of July for many of the years since he started.  Danny was thanked for his initiative to get chloride and gravel out in smaller increments according to availability.   
6. Danny reported that ditch mowing had been done one round through the township.  
7. Danny inquired about gravel for Sciota Trail West.  It was agreed to add gravel to Sciota Trail West and then use a traffic counter to assist with some study on future road decisions.
8. Ken Burns made a motion to dedicate $5,000 toward Safe’s Tree Service for brushing and removal. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
9. Karen Slininger made a motion to allocate $2,000 toward stump grinding, Rahn Safe Tree Service, for the season of 2023.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

10. Karen offered to look into the status of Oxford Mill Road and any scenic designations.  
11. Bob Benson made a motion to approve $3,000 for spraying, in the ROW, with vendor Devon Rieger. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Danny received supervisor approval to engage Ziegler for additional fluid checks and remedies. 

Mary noted that there would be a bill for some payback on overpayment of Road Allotment from Goodhue County in the amount of $486.62.
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Road Report as stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Old Business: 
1. Review of Road Tour Notes: 
a. 35th Avenue near Steve Lorentz’s; cut the slope to run into the ditch/culvert;

b.  Lift the low spot.
c. Skid Steer Rental; ditch cutting near Emery’s; excavating work

d. 300 Street Bridge near 56; Ravoula’s Hill Curve; Lee’s North hug curve.  
e. Critter covers on drain tile areas near 220th, Runnings is a possible vendor.

f. Nate’s hill; straighten to allow run off to flow properly.

g. Chip seal 24, 59th, 325th, 323rd, 324 Oxford Oaks area, 2 quotes
h. Bill Robinson quote for north side of Oxford Mill Road bridge; option one overlay

i. Bob Benson made a motion to accept Option One $9,500.00, overlay on the northside of the Oxford Mill Road bridge and 312th Street Path @ $400.00. Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
j. Some brief discussion ensued over temporary remediation for Sciota Trail East., quarter mile west of 56.
k. Reclaiming 23rd Avenue and appropriate areas early in the spring before the Road Tour Inspection takes place.

2. Interim Snow Removal SOP as reviewed January 17th, 2023.  Ad review for Road Crew/Beacon-Tabled
3.  Technology Report- more electronic items for recycling- tabled
New Business: Ag Partners pre-pay contract-Due June 23rd, 2023.  Ken Burns made a motion to prepay 550 gallons of LP @ $1.69 per gallon, to Ag Partners for the 2023/2024 heating season.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Ordinance Review:

1. Goodhue County Density Control Language Document for Ordinance Text Amendment was reviewed.  Changes will be studied for a clean copy.  
2.    Re-Zone Project Document-Part of June 26 Meeting?  Some brief discussion ensued.
      3.    Review of Commercial Recreation Zone Concept. Some brief discussion ensued.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).
· Joint PC and Town Board Zoning meeting Monday June 26, 2023
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
· Summer Short Courses-June CTAS, Law Review June 14th, in Burnsville.  Mary reported on the LRIP; District meetings take place in August; 15-17 projects are expected to be funded.  Ken offered to do what was possible working with Goodhue County Public Works and refreshes of previous applications.  Some brief discussion ensued.  

· Mary reported that PERA changes are on the horizon.  

· Mary reported that the Law Review was the “Summer Short Course” for the season. She reported on various subjects such as: 
Land Use, Zoning Administration, Check Lists, Findings of Fact, “Practical Difficulties”, “Hardship” Clauses, Voting Justifications, Data Practices and others.

Veterans’ Memorial Park, May 18th- Bob and Mary attended the meeting.  The Park enterprise was described as an activity area, not an area necessarily dedicated to Veterans.  Some discussion ensued regarding noise levels and future activity plans.   
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Karen Slininger made a motion to adjourn.   Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 10:48pm.

Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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