Stanton Township Planning Commission Meeting May 9th, 2023

Approved Minutes 

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Commissioner, Bill Hoyt; Supervisor, Ken Burns; Josh Huneke, Jennifer Ziemer, Jess Greenwood, Andy Sandstrom, Bill Robinson; Mary Lundell attended via Zoom.  
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order; the pledge of allegiance was recited.
Approval of the Agenda:  Time was dedicated to review the agenda; Bill Hoyt made a motion to approve the agenda. Hannah Regenscheid seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Approval of Minutes from April 11th, 2023: Time was dedicated to review the April meeting minutes Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the April meeting minutes. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.
Public to Speak: Pat Jirik, 20530 Blaine Avenue, Farmington, MN 55024, addressed the Planning Commission  regarding Ordinance controls on the subject of “shouse” dwellings; he indicated that he would also like to subdivide, within about a year; Parcel #410180400, is 43.99 Acres in Stanton Township R-1; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  
Public Hearing Scheduled For 7:15pm  Andy Sandstrom, 30127 59th Avenue Way,  proposed a 10 foot side setback, a Variance of 5 feet on the property line to the northwest, R-1, Parcel #410130700, approx. 8.5 acres.  If approved, the Variance would allow the construction of a 32x 20 pool house with deck addition.  

Due to Mr. Sandstrom’s temporary absence, the hearing actually took place at 9:35pm after the other scheduled   hearings had concluded.  Chair Regenscheid suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting, opening the public hearing. She read aloud the hearing notice published in the Cannon Falls Beacon. Mr. Sandstrom explained his absence and proceeded to state his request for a Variance. Hannah Regenscheid called twice for comment or questions for Mr. Sandstrom; Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, inquired about the Sandstrom’s other parcels in proximity.  Hannah called for the third time for questions addressed to Mr. Sandstrom.  

Hearing no further comment, Hannah closed the public hearing and resumed the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission for discussion among the commissioners. Chair Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as it had been stated.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. Mr. Sandstrom was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th, for a review.   

Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, a Zoning Certificate granting approval of the construction of a 32x20 pool house with deck addition; all would be contingent upon the approval of the Variance request as it had been stated.  

Public Hearing@7:30
Chair Regenscheid suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting, opening the public hearing for Goodhue County Public Works. Representatives, Jennifer Ziemer and Jess Greenwood, requested a Conditional Use Permit to expand passenger vehicle parking for 60-75 parking stalls, related to the intended operations of the newly constructed Pavilion.  

She read aloud the public hearing notice published in the Cannon Falls Beacon

Discussion ensued regarding some of the following points of concern: 

· The uses of an overflow gate to control the lot stall use.  
· Josh Huneke, 5489 Highway 19 Blvd, noted that boat trailer parking has been observed on the highway and at Riverwood Community Church parking lot.
· Boat trailer parking is limited by the DNR to protect lake quality.

· Goodhue County Board has taken action that allows increases in fines for misdemeanor violations.
· Stanton Township Planning Commissioner, Bill Hoyt, expressed his concerns that pre-existing “cliff jumping” would be enhanced if the current trail access, on park owned land, is not controlled with care.  

· Ranger Don Benson, representing the Northern Star Council, BSA, expressed his concern that the long-standing “Cliff jumping” activities would be enhanced by added parking if the trail access is not prohibited in some way.  

· Ken Burns stated that he has lived as a neighbor to the park for 17 years; thousands of kids come every season, some from as far away as Iowa, Wisconsin and the western suburbs of the Metro area to “jump”.  
Until a land acquisition is made from the Boy Scouts organization, he recommended that the trail access be closed and blocked to access, at the woods area.   

Hannah Regenscheid called three times for any further questions or comments for the applicants.  Hearing none, she closed the public hearing and resumed the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting for discussion among the commissioners.  

Hannah Regensheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request, from Goodhue County Public Works Department, for a Conditional Use Permit allowing 60-75 added parking stalls for passenger vehicles, as it had been requested.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  Ms. Ziemer and Mr. Greenwood were advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th, for a review.   
Multiple concerns were communicated, to Ms. Ziemer and Mr. Greenwood, regarding the trail access on Goodhue County owned land.  As messengers to the Goodhue County Board of Commissioners, they were asked to convey the long-standing safety concerns for behaviors, opportunities and consequences related to “cliff jumping” into Lake Byllesby.  
Public Hearing@7:45

Chair Regenscheid suspended the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting, opening the public hearing for Goodhue County Public Works. Representatives, Jennifer Ziemer and Jess Greenwood, requested an Ordinance Text Amendment for the P-1 Zone, allowing two new uses under permitted uses.   
1. Permitted use for temporary accommodations for up to two Park Host families to reside in Lake Byllesby Park, for not more than 7 months per year.  

2. Fish cleaning station to restrict fish cleaning to one seasonal utility location, in Lake Byllesby Park.  

Some discussion ensued regarding Park Host Families and the appearance of some Goodhue County authority such as a patch on their shirt or some kind of minimal uniform.  Their presence in the park was noted as a possible deterrent to undesirable activities in the park. The Sheriff would continue to patrol the area.  
Some discussion ensued regarding the proposed fish cleaning station; Ken Burns offered his support for the concept of a walk in fish cleaning shelter area in the park.  Sinks in the rest rooms could be reserved for hand washing.

Chair Regenscheid called three times for any further questions or comments for the applicants.  None heard she closed the hearing and reconvened the Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting for discussion among the commissioners. Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval for the request to add two new permitted uses in the Park Zone, as each one had been described.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. Ms. Ziemer and Mr. Greenwood were advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th, for a review.
Zoning Requests:

1. Josh Huneke, 5489 Highway 19 Boulevard, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 36x56 Pole Barn, Parcel#410134300.  Stanton Township zones the parcel R-1, 1.38 acres; Goodhue County zones the parcel R-1.  Setbacks were reviewed.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as it had been  stated.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Huneke was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th, for a review. 
2. Bill Robinson, 4305 322nd Street Way, requested a Zoning Certificate, approving the construction of a 24x24 pole shed in the township A-2 zone, 15 acres.  Mr. Robinson described the shed as cold storage with 10 foot sides.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request as it had been stated.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Robinson was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th, for a review.  

3. Andy Sandstrom, 30127 59th Avenue Way, requested a review for a pool house with an addition to the existing deck construction; Mr. Sandstrom stated that GIS had calculated setbacks differently than a recent survey indicates; Mr. Sandstrom requested a five foot Variance to allow a 10 foot northwest property line side setback in the R-1. 
4.  He offered a new site plan showing the deck, with addition, as 16x18 and the pool house 32x20. Mr. Sandstrom’s Zoning Certificate issued in 2021, for the project, as originally drafted, has expired.  Some brief discussion ensued regarding the proximity of some powerlines, 150ft away. Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the Variance request, as it had been described.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Sandstrom was advised to attend the Town Board meeting, May 16th for a review.
5. Dave and Tammy Affolter, 4801 County 24 Boulevard, Parcel # 410350100, postponed until June.   
Old Business: 
1. Review of language proposal for an Ordinance Text Amendment regarding density-  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend approval, to the Town Board, to adopt the update to Section density language in R-1 and A-2 Zones.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

2.  Project Report document review including a review of the Commercial Recreation Zone language.  Bill Hoyt presented and then offered the edited version, for consideration.  Goodhue County language is very similar.  
New Business:  
1. Schedule a Special meeting for a combined Town Board meeting and Planning Commission meeting to discuss Zoning Change Project vision, in June, 2023.  Hannah reported that she would not be available from the 2nd through the 10th.  Bill stated that he is flexible.  Cheryle is available for most times.    

2. Hannah Regenscheid nominated Bill Hoyt to serve as Vice – Chair, for support or if Hannah is not attending; Bill agreed to run the meeting if he is needed. Cheryle seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

Ordinance Review: 
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn @9:33pm. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________________________

Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission

_________________________________________________________
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