Approved Minutes July 18th, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Ken Burns; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Jeffery Burcum, Chris McCormick, Alex Unger, Kathy Anderson, Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Land Use Management, Andrea Tatge, Justin Tatge, Terry Forehand, Laurie Johnson and friends of the Forehand family; Jeffrey Burcum, Chris McCormick, Alex Unger, Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Jenelle Sternitsky attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Ken Burns, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Ken called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary Lundell requested to make comments under the Public to Speak category. 
Approval of Minutes From June 20th, 2023: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the June 20th, 2023 minutes. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1.  Martin Zais, on behalf of Laura Geissler, 1244 Highway 19 Boulevard, Stanton, MN  
     55018, had requested township approval for a Roof Mount PV System, 1.2 Kw.  Mr. Zais     
     represents All Energy Solar, 1264 Energy Lane, St. Paul, MN 55108. Mr. Zais did not attend.

 2.  Sue Mieska, 29679 23rd Avenue Way, would like to address the Town Board on the subject of the Chloride 
      program. She was not available to attend the meeting.
3.   Lisa Hanni, Goodhue County Land Use Management, attended to secure signatures and township board of 
      supervisors’ approval regarding the Lake Byllesby West Third Plat; the plat indicates the transfer of Lake 
      Byllesby lakeshore from Goodhue County to the respective land owners; Andrea and Justin Tatge 
      attended and would be added, as signers, as well.  
      Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Lake Byllesby West Third Plat, as presented.  Ken Burns  
      seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Chairman Burns thanked Lisa for her years of   
      work on the plat; on behalf of the Lake Byllesby Neighborhood Association, he thanked her, as well.    
      Ken Burns signed the Mylar, as Township Chairman.  
4.    Jenelle Sternitzky, 30991 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, noted the option of deference to the  
       FAA and or the Historic Stanton Airfield in Dennison, on the subject of glare related to solar panels.  
       Jenelle went on to assert that all of the Stanton Township Board members: Bob Benson, Ken Burns, Karen     
       Slininger and Cheryle Peters had special interests, serving on the town board, excluding Mary Lundell. 

       Jenelle encouraged the use of the Zoom meeting feature.   Ken Burns thanked Jenelle for all of the input.  

    5.    Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, reminded the town board that ARPA funds had been expended for 
           the length of the subscription, ending in May of 2024.  
           Mary Lundell also, commented on her disappointment with the Planning Commission and the Zoning   
           Administrator’s failure to have prepared them properly. She justified her feelings in light of the recent 
           joint meeting of the Planning Commission and Town Board with the Township Attorney, Troy Gilchrist 
           conducted Monday, June 26th, 2023.  
Zoning Requests:
1.  Jeffrey Burcum, 31159 37th Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested a Zoning Certificate 
     approving the construction of a 1080 sq ft garage with mudroom added onto the existing home on the north 
     side of the house. Parcel #410220100 is located in Stanton Township’s A-2 zone, 20 acres.  
     Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request for a Zoning Certificate, approving the construction  
     project, as it had been documented.  Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  

2.  Chris McCormick, 37350 250th Avenue, Goodhue MN 55027, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the  

construction of a home 16x36 and detached 40x80 Pole building/ AG storage on Parcel #410270300, 22.10 acres in Stanton Township A-2.  Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.

Via email, Goodhue County Zoning had authorized the proposal as a qualified “replacement dwelling” for a rebuild. Mr. McCormick provided documentation for the county’s approval to combine his parcels 410270300 and 410270204.
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the request, as it had been stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.    
3.  Grantee Beneficiaries of Arden D. and Patricia M. Forehand:
     Terry G. Forehand, 3455 Girard Avenue South, Mpls., MN 55408; Laurie K. Johnson, 33260 County Road   
     24 Boulevard, and Curtis D. Forehand requested a public hearing to consider a Variance for density in  
     Section 36, also affecting the quarter/quarter. Parcel #410362500, is 24.53 acres in Stanton Township A-2  
     zone; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  Section 36 currently sites 14 unplatted dwellings.  

    Arden D. and Patricia M. Forehand had been former residents of Stanton Township, 33264 County Road 24,    
    Cannon Falls, MN 55009.   

     Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request to schedule a public hearing; August 8th, 2023 @  
     7:15pm; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
4.  Alex Unger, 3824 325th Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the  
     construction of a 60x80 Accessory building in the township’s A-2 zoning district. Parcel # 410270201 is 
     approximately 4.58 acres; setbacks can be satisfied on three sides of the proposed construction. Mr.Unger 
     requested a public hearing to consider a Side Setback Variance for the east side of the property lines,  
     approximately 17 feet. Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2, a minimum of 2 acres.  

    Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request to schedule a public hearing, August 8th, 2023 @   
    7:30pm.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that she continues to receive updates regarding contamination of soil in the area of State Highway 56 and 330th Street.  
2. Cheryle reported that she had received and sent an information request from Department of Public Safety regarding a FEMA grant in 2020 for a disaster that had occurred 2019. 

Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $351,788.59
	Receipts 
	$20,683.00

	Disbursed
	$32,733.54


	Ending Balance 
	$339,738.05

	June, 2022
	$197,347.33


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, June 30th, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for June 2022 was noted as $197,347.33. Mary reported that most of the receipts were for building permits, excavation permits and interest income.  The total Receipts for the month mostly represents the interfund transfer of Covid funds.  

Mary noted that the first half of property taxes did not deposit until the month of July. She noted that the ending balance is a bit skewed because the road material costs have been delayed within the season.  
Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Road Report:
1. Ken noted that rock and chloride treatments continue to occur, although later than recent years past, still before the 4th of July.  The supervisors thanked Danny and the Road crew, Tom and Larry for their combined effort regarding dust control and grading. 
2. Danny reported that more rock is still needed, some rain as well.  
3. Danny requested to review the standard letter that goes out to utilities for securing excavation permits; he had reported that REA/Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Association had done some excavating in the area of 42nd Avenue and Stanton Trail, without permission.  The supervisors supported sending some correspondence to the Association.  
4. Danny reported that he had secured a quote for a product similar to chip seal, however, not the recommended chip seal product.  Some discussion ensued regarding road conditions. Ken noted that MAT trainings recommend a seven year maintenance cycle for chip sealing.  
5. Danny reported that he continues to work on road signs. Rain is needed.  Tom reported progress on the signs, as well. Ken complimented the crew on their work.  
6. Bob reported that the field farmer near the Town Hall will pick up the initial replacement mailbox and issue the township a check for the locking mailbox.  
7. Danny reported township road damage from field work machinery.
8. After an inspection, Ken reported that Ian Smith, 33013 58th Avenue Path, would likely need to remove about 2 feet of concrete, from the road end of his driveway, extending into the township road.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Road Report as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Old Business: 
1. Review of Road Tour Notes: 
     a. Karen Slininger read aloud an email from Samantha Pierret regarding Shoreland designation of  
              Oxford Mill Road along the Little Cannon River; trimming is permitted with a 50foot buffer from the   
              shoreline. Some discussion ensued.  Trimming the low hanging branches was recommended.  Karen  
              was thanked for her verification of the designation.
 2.  Technology Report-Proposed Order: 
            a. Mary would like a copier/printer with a sheet feed for Treasurer’s work. Some discussion ensued; she  
               would prefer a “Brother” unit; Ken noted a not to exceed limit $600.
            b. Cheryle would like a unit that is stackable for copies and prints; Cheryle stated that she would like a     
                separate scanning unit that can stack and file, toner cartridges would be preferable for maintenance.     
                An “in house” tax exempt vendor account would be preferable to reimbursements for frequent supply  
                expenses. The total was roughly $1,000. Some discussion ensued.   Bob Benson made a motion to 
                approve a purchase for general office equipment, using Covid funds, not to exceed $2000.  Ken    
                seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  Ken Burns made a motion to authorize Cheryle to open  
                a house charge account for supply billing purposes. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion 
                passed 3/0. Ken Burns made a motion to add Mary to the account.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. 
                The motion passed 3/0.
  3.    Karen gave a brief review of Troy Gilchrist’s documents for Snow Removal Policy; some discussion 
         ensued. Snow Removal SOP as reviewed January 17th, 2023 was slated for some mark up edits,  
         August 15th.

         Karen offered a sample of an ad for review; the ad for Road Crew applicants was discussed for  
         placement in September; one edit to add hourly amount was noted; the ad would be placed in Indeed  
         and the township’s website.  Completed applications can be returned by email or USPS.  Ken thanked 
         Karen for her work on the ad and hiring process. 
New Business: 
The Planning Commission had requested permission to utilize Zoom settings, at its discretion, to control interruptions that occur during meetings, outside of a public hearing context. Ken noted that the settings had been used in the past; he offered to check the status of the current settings for continued use.  He noted that the settings are appropriate to establish order as would be the case, in person.  
Planning Commission Nominations-Ken noted that one opening, on the Planning Commission, remains. Bob Benson nominated Mary Lundell for Planning Commission; some discussion ensued; Ken suggested that the subject be tabled for one month, at which time the nomination would be reviewed.  
Ordinance Review:
1. Review of Density control language document; clean up grammatically; Regarding Planning Commission,    
    the timeline was supported for a review in March at the Annual meeting, 2024.  Cheryle reported that there  
    was no opinion on the content of the document regarding changes in density.  
   Ken Burns made a motion to clean up the language in the document for clarity of meaning, holding any  
   changes in density controls for a review at the Annual meeting, March 2024.  Karen Slininger seconded the 
   motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

2. Feedback from Joint Meeting- Review was generally good; the need to provide training for Planning  
    Commissioners with Town Board members was stressed.  Ken noted that a list of justifications could be   
    offered to applicants, as criteria information before they make a zoning request.   

    Ken offered to work with Cheryle to develop something similar to a Goodhue County application Form.   
    Some discussion ensued regarding the timing to submit Zoning Certificate applications.  A form or chart that 
    could be completed by the Planning Commission for reference at the Town Board meeting was discussed.  
    The form could state the logic and justification for the Planning Commission’s particular recommendation for  
     inclusion with the final records.
Upcoming Meetings: 

· Township Tuesday Conference Calls have been re-scheduled for only the First and Third Tuesdays, at/ 10 AM.   (The Zoom App must be installed). Participate via Zoom meeting via computer (preferred).
· District 4 Meetings-August 9th, in Arlington.
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

MAT Conferences via Zoom on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- Pera changes in process.  LRIP was noted, as well.  
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:43pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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