Stanton Township Planning Commission Meeting July 11th, 2023

Approved Minutes

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters, Commissioner, Bill Hoyt; Commissioner, Jeff Davis; Martin Zias, representing All Energy Solar, attended via Zoom, on behalf of Laura Geissler; Mary Lundell attended via Zoom. Rosie Schluter attended via Zoom. 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of the Agenda:  Time was dedicated to review the agenda; Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the agenda, adding Alex Unger.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion to approve the agenda, as adjusted. The motion passed, 4/0.
Approval of Minutes from June 13th, 2023: Time was dedicated to review the June 13th meeting minutes; Cheryle requested that “A-2” be added to the Affolter request.  Cheryle requested that “The associated Zoning Certificate would be contingent upon the approval of the requested Variance.” be struck from the June 13th minutes and replaced in the July 11th minutes as an “endorsement” for the Zoning Certificate from the Planning Commission.  Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the June 13th meeting minutes, with the requested edits.  The motion passed 4/0.
Public to Speak: 
Public Hearing: 
Zoning Requests:

1. Chair Regenscheid invited Jeffrey Burcum, 31159 37th Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a garage added onto the north side of the existing home.  Parcel #410220100 is located in Stanton Township’s A-2 zone, 20 acres.  Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  Mr. Burcum stated that he expects the project to commence in August and finish in about two months. The property currently has no garage.  Jeff Davis made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0.  Mr. Burcum was advised to attend the Town Board meeting July 18th, for a review.  
2. Chair Regenscheid invited Chris McCormick, 37350 250th Avenue, Goodhue MN 55027, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a home and detached garage/ag building on Parcel #410270300, 22.10 acres in Stanton Township A-2.  Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.

The project is a replacement dwelling. Mr. McCormick has combined 410270204 with 410270300; the new parcel number is 140270300.  The well and septic remain. Mr. McCormick stated that he is in process with Goodhue County for permitting; the accessory/ag building would be used for storage of machinery, tractor, camper and a few small animals.
The house is planned to be 960 sq feet and the Accessory 3200 sq feet.  Hannah noted that the home should be constructed first and Bill noted that fire codes should be acknowledged.

Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval of the request to construct a dwelling and an accessory building on Parcel #410270300.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0. Mr. McCormick was advised to attend the Town Board meeting July 18, for a review.  
3. Hannah Regenscheid invited Kathy Anderson to the podium to represent the Forehand heirs; Parcel #410362500, 33264 County Road 24, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, is 24.53 acres in Stanton Township A-2 zone; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  Section 36 currently sites 14 unplatted dwellings.  A survey splits the parcel to 20.49 acres.  

Ms. Anderson explained that the heirs would like to sell the parcel as a buildable lot.  They have requested a public hearing in regard to a density Variance.  Bill Hoyt made a motion to recommend approval, to the Town Board, to schedule a public hearing.  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0 to schedule a public hearing.  Ms. Anderson was advised to attend the Town Board meeting with her clients, July 18th to request a public hearing.  

4. Hannah Regenscheid invited Alex Unger, 3824 325th Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, to the podium to make his request for a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 60x80 Accessory building.  Mr. Unger can satisfy the 100ft. setbacks on three sides of the parcel, A-2.  Walls would be 16ft. high for storage of personal items: tractor, skidsteer, etc.  Commissioner Hoyt urged Mr. Unger to site the building as closely to the west off of the property line, as possible.  
Mr. Unger was advised to attend the Town Board meeting 7-18-23 for a review.  Jeff Davis made a motion to recommend, to the Town Board, approval to schedule a public hearing; Bill Hoyt seconded the motion; the motion passed 4/0.  Ken Burns offered to do a site inspection for Mr. Unger.  
Old Business: 
1. Review of language proposal for an Ordinance Text Amendment regarding density. Some discussion ensued using the Annual meeting time-line for some broader discussion.  
2.
Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to endorse the Town Board’s contingency to approve Mr. Jirik’s  
       Zoning Certificate on one of the ¼ ¼ sites .  Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
       contingent upon Goodhue County process.  

 New Business:  
Discussion ensued regarding Town Board policy on Zoom settings; The Planning Commission would like to use muting controls outside of public hearing contexts.  

Hannah would like the Planning Commission to develop a template for interviewing applicants, in the form of a list.  

Ordinance Review: 
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Feedback on: Joint meeting with the Town Board Supervisors and Troy Gilchrist.  Hannah noted that Troy’s statement that townships are legally given the authority to create non-conforming lots and to impose zoning upon properties was helpful;
It was helpful to know that some farming can take place within R-1 zones, giving some flexibility on “use”. 

The Planning Commissioners encouraged future joint meetings for discussion on specific topics, with the Town Board.  

Announcements: 
· Planning Commissioners, please complete and sign a time sheet for Planning Commission service ending July 15th, 2023.  Thank you.

Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn @9:22pm. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0. 
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________________________

Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission

_________________________________________________________
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