Approved Minutes August 15th, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Chair, Ken Burns; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Adam Templin, Alex Unger, Kathy Anderson, Terry Forehand, Laurie Johnson and friends of the Forehand family. Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Martin Zais attended via Zoom.   
Chair, Ken Burns, called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Ken called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Review of Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary Lundell requested to make comments under the Meetings Attended category. 
Ken Burns requested the addition of the LRIP for discussion and updates under the Road Report.
Approval of Minutes From July 18th, 2023: Ken Burns made a motion to approve the July 18th, 2023 minutes with requested edits to the Road Report and Public to Speak portion of the meeting.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1.  Martin Zais, on behalf of Laura Geissler, 1244 Highway 19 Boulevard, Stanton, MN  
     55018, requested township approval for a Roof Mount PV System, 1.2 Kw.  Mr. Zais     
     represents All Energy Solar, 1264 Energy Lane, St. Paul, MN 55108. Mr. Zais attend via Zoom. 
    A brief description of the system had been given; parcel # 41.029.0900 proximity to the Stanton Airfield was  
    noted; a certification was requested for reflectivity standards or an official airfield 
    acknowledgement. "Mr. Zais secured a statement of approval from Tom Kuhfeld, Stanton Airfield 
    President; Ken Burns reported that he had consulted with Mr. Kuhfeld, as well.  Mr. Kuhfeld noted that   
    MNdot had no current issue with the project.  Chair Burns was satisfied that the township had done its due  
    diligence on the subject. 
    Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request as it had been stated. Ken Burns seconded the motion. The  
    motion passed 3/0.  

    Cheryle noted that she would send Mr. Zais a signed Zoning Certificate for his records.  

2.  Karen Slininger, 459 Sciota Trail, Randolph, MN 55065 commented on the minutes regarding an accusation,  
     against her and others serving on the Town Board of some sort of offense. She affirmed that she would step 
     down immediately, as a Town Board Supervisor if there is some conflict of interest, special project or special  
     privileges that would disqualify her from serving the residents and the office; she stated that she would  
     appreciate it if constituents would come to her directly with concerns. 

     Some brief discussion ensued; Bob Benson added that he had nothing to gain by serving on the Town     
     Board of Supervisors. Ken Burns affirmed that he had nothing to gain, either. Ken Burns noted his  
     confidence in Karen’s work as a Supervisor; Bob Benson expressed his opinion that accusations should be  
     supported with proof and hopefully this will not happen again.   
     Ken invited further comment from the audience or on line; none were heard.

Zoning Requests:
1. Forehand property findings: Parcel #410362500 is 24.53 acres in Stanton Township A-2 zone; Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2.  Section 36 currently sites 14 unplatted dwellings.  

The Forehand heirs requested a Section Density Variance, involving the quarter, quarter density as well.   No recommendation for approval, from the Planning Commission, was indicated. The Planning Commission had voted 3/0 to reject the request.

Ken Burns invited Kathy Anderson to the podium; Ms. Anderson noted that the driveway alone would require special engineering specifics from the DNR; the dwelling site itself should not be affected by the floodplain, per the DNR.  
Ken Burns reviewed the comment section from the public hearing minutes August 8th, 2023:

· Bobby Underwood, 33020 County 24 Boulevard, stated opposition to the permitting for construction; the parcel is located in the floodplain; he offered photos of the 1998 flood of the Little Cannon River. Mr. Underwood was concerned for his property and the effect of engineering specifics. 

· Laurie Johnson, 33260 County 24 Boulevard, asserted that the photos were not descriptive and that her family had lived in the area in the 1970’s without issue.

· Kathy Anderson, representing the applicants for a sale of the parcel, stated that she had had discussion with a Department of Natural Resources staff person; he assured her that the DNR could assist with some engineering specifics, for the site, to make it suitable for construction.  She noted that the request was for one lot of record; no subdivision of the property was being proposed.  

· Doug Rechtizegel, 33229 55th Avenue Way, stated that he is a neighbor, owning property contiguous to the Forehands for 45 years.  He noted that he had conducted business with Arden Forehand and had known him to have been reputable in that agreement.  

· Tom Fletcher, 33205 57th Avenue, referenced the outdoor concerts that had occurred in Cannon Falls Township; he expressed concern about similar development of the parcel in question.  

· Jenelle Sternitzky, 30991 Oxford Mill Road, referenced Minnesota § 394.27 sub.7:  “Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.”
· David Spranger, 1859 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN noted that other properties in the section have similar characteristics regarding DNR mapping; they constitute more than 12 dwellings in Section 36; currently 14 dwellings are sited in Section 36.
David Spranger, 1859 Grand Avenue, St. Paul, MN, noted that only 6 acres out of the total 24.53 acres of Parcel #410362500 were rated tillable in the A-2 Zoning District. He also noted that many platted dwellings were sited but not counted within the section, for density control purposes.  
Ms. Anderson contended that although the parcel was located within an A-2 Zoning District, it resembled, in characteristics, the surrounding R-1 parcels of other sections.   

Laurie Johnson, 33260 County Boulevard, asserted that the parcel would be used, most suitably as a building site for a dwelling, with hunting and fishing activities as added attractions; she reiterated that only six acres of the 24.53 have been rated as tillable land.  

Grantee Beneficiaries of Arden D. and Patricia M. Forehand:

Terry G. Forehand, 3455 Girard Avenue South, Mpls., MN 55408; Laurie K. Johnson, 33260 County Road   
 24 Boulevard, and Curtis D. Forehand requested a Variance for density in  Section 36, also affecting the quarter/quarter. 
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request, as it had been stated; parcel #410362500, 24.53 acres for a Section Density Variance and a Quarter/Quarter Density Variance; Bob noted residential as a “best use” category; a house could be sited in the quarter/quarter high ground; the soil quality, for agricultural use, is relatively poor. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; she conceded that the density limits for the section are currently exceeded; she agreed with Bob regarding a “best use” for the parcel.  Ken Burns voted to deny the request noting concern for the integrity of the density controls called out in the current Ordinance. The motion passed 2/1.    
2.  Alex Unger, 3824 325th Street, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested a Side Setback Variance allowing     
     the construction of a 60x80 Accessory building in the township A-2 Zone.  
           Mr. Unger’s parcel is 4.58 acres; 100 ft setbacks can be satisfied on three sides of the proposed    
           construction, approx. 83ft on the east setback. Goodhue County zones the parcel A-2, a minimum of 2  
           acres.  Mr. Unger stated that he had discussed the matter with his neighbor to the east; the neighbor had 
           no opposition to the approx. 18 feet proposal. 
           The Planning Commission did not recommend approval for the request; the Planning Commission voted 
           to reject the proposal. Ken Burns had conducted a site inspection and had determined that, in his opinion, 
           the desired siting was mostly aesthetic in nature; no geographical issues appeared to be in play. 
           Karen Slininger made a motion to deny the request for a Side Setback Variance in the A-2.  Ken Burns   
           seconded the motion.  Bob Benson abstained.  The motion for denial passed 2/0.  Mr. Unger suspended  
           the construction proposal for the present time. 
  3. Adam Templin, 33721 57th Avenue, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a 24x24  
      deck, 16x24 covered.  Parcel 410363100 is 20 acres in the Stanton Township A-2 Zone. Goodhue County   
      zones the parcel A-2; Setbacks were reviewed and deemed to be compliant.  The project was recommended   
      for approval by the Planning Commission.

      Mr. Templin offered a building plan and a photo of the site plan; Bob Benson made a motion to approve the  
      request for Zoning Certificate approving the construction as described.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  
      The motion passed 3/0.  
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that she continues to receive updates from Mr. Robert Perkins regarding contamination of soil in the area of State Highway 56 and 330th Street and clean up.   Some brief discussion ensued with concern of frosty weather approaching. Ken Burns offered to assist with some monitoring of the contractors involved.  
2. Cheryle reported that she had been corresponding with Xcel Energy regarding an Excavation permit and the appropriate SOP; a $10,000 bond would be required, as well as the permit fee of $65. The designs were reviewed and approved. Ken Burns made a motion to approve when the required processing is completed.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.    
3.
Cheryle reported that she had sent a letter to GCCEA regarding an unauthorized excavation in the  
       township right of way, the area of Stanton Trail and 42nd Avenue. Their board meets once a month.     


4.
Cheryle reported that she had contacted Fleet Cor-BP card services for Mary to be added for access; 
      Cheryle offered to send her a link.
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report, as stated. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $339,738.05
	Receipts 
	$142,770.44

	Disbursed
	$92,630.15


	Ending Balance 
	$389,878.34

	July, 2022
	$379,164.44


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, July 31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for July 2022 was noted as $379,164.44. Mary reported that most of the receipts were from the first half of the Property Taxes in the amount of $140, 952.91 and Zoning Certificates. 
The largest expense was for gravel @ $55,407.99 and chloride @ $20,125.00. Normally, these are expensed  earlier in the season year.  Mary reported that Northfield Township would pay one half of the gravel expenses for Goodhue Avenue, per the line road agreement.
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Cheryle reported that some building maintenance work might be considered for the coming  season.  She noted a few things and agreed to draft a list.  
Road Report:
1. Danny reported that 10-12 semi loads of gravel were dumped 8-14-23; 24 tons per load @ $10.45 per ton.  
2. Danny reported that he had delegated areas for grading.
3. Some brief discussion ensued regarding the turnaround area near 29739 20th Avenue Way; the Randolph School Superintendent had conducted an inspection of the site and requested 15 more feet for maneuvering purposes. 
4. Danny reported that he had received an email from Sylvia Flodeen requesting information about a road sweep for her neighborhood.  Danny invited her to attend a Town Board meeting.
5. Danny reported that he had assisted with a tree removal chore on Oxford Mill Road.
6.  Danny reported that defoliant spraying had begun; the allotted budget has been expensed.  Danny reported that there are other areas in the township that could be treated, as well.  He described a Phase 1 and a Phase 2, communicated to the contractor.
7. Tom reported that most of the signs are up; the shed is storing about 5 motorist warning signs related to children at play. 
8. Ken Burns reported that he had attended a seminar on the subject of the Local Road Improvement Program; the township’s application to the state (MNDot) is due in mid September.  Ken reported that the degree of competition, for such a grant, is significant.  
If the township applies, Ken stated that he would bill the township for approximately 10-20 hours of a supervisor’s hourly rate of $15.00 per hour.  Jess Greenwood, as the Goodhue County Engineer, would need to sign off, on the application for the township to qualify. 

As done in the past, the Levy receivable in 2025 could be voted, by the electorate at the Annual meeting 2024 to accommodate the township’s match contribution to the LRIP, if in fact awarded a grant submitted in 2023.  
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Road Report as stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Old Business: 
1. Technology Report Proposed Order – Karen Slininger reported that she had contacted Mitch, from Cannon Computers, for prices on printers and scanner for the clerk and treasurer.  
2. Troy Gilchrist’s document for an Ice and Snow Removal Policy format was reviewed and edited as a first draft, including some discussion, for further review September 19th.

3. Ken Burns nominated Mary Lundell for Planning Commission; Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
New Business:  

1. The Goodhue County email from the Office of the Auditor/Treasurer’s regarding Election resources was reviewed. Some discussion ensued.   Ken Burns made a motion to:

Support the proposal that Goodhue County retain all funds.  Our recommendation is that the funds be kept and spent on the annual hardware and software for the DS200s, DS450 and Omniballots. 

Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.

The 2023 legislature had approved $1.25 million to be allocated per year for expenses directly related to elections.
2. A Short meeting for Payroll check signing was scheduled for Thursday August 17th at 5:30 pm.  

Ordinance Review:
1. Housekeeping for the Ordinance in Zoning Requests Procedures-Section 15
Loose Examples:

Roof Mount PV Systems

Administrative Fees

Full Legal Descriptions

Goodhue County Recording for Zoning Certificates

Consultants

Section 14 E. Required Submittal Information

Etc…
Cheryle introduced these subject items as part of a big picture of the Ordinance, for later discussions.  
Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesdays-
2. 4-Square Clerks and Treasurer’s Trainings-September 18th, 2023; Cheryle reported that she is signed up.

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
District Meetings-Arlington- Mary reported that she had attended.  Government websites were noted as vulnerable. Some brief discussion ensued regarding the township’s website URL. 
MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays-July 18th-Miinesota State Auditor, Julie Blaha presented; MAT presented on the new Cannabis legislation.

PERA changes are expected in July.  

Ken reported briefly on the LRIP in the Road Report.  

Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:   Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:47pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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