Stanton Township Planning Commission Meeting September 12th, 2023

Approved Minutes

Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters; Commissioner, Bill Hoyt; Commissioner, Jeff Davis; Commissioner, Mary Lundell; Jenelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom. 
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Approval of the Agenda:  Time was dedicated to review the agenda for changes; Jeff Davis made a motion to approve the agenda, adding Bill Hoyt’s proposal for a study of a Property Rights Transfer relating to density controls and a review of the zoning application process. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed, 5/0.
Oath of Office for Mary Lundell:  Ken Burns administered the Oath; Mary Lundell stated the Oath; Cheryle Peters witnessed her signature.  
Approval of Minutes from August 8th, 2023: Time was dedicated to review the August 8th meeting minutes; Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to approve the July 11th meeting minutes. Bill Hoyt seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.  Mary Lundell abstained.  
Public to Speak: Chair Regenscheid called for any online requests to speak; none were heard
Public Hearing:  
Zoning Requests: 
Tim Kurtz, 32001 Oxford Mill Road, would like to construct an accessory building 38x48 on Parcel #410251601 in the township’s A-2 Zoning District.  Goodhue County zones the parcel

 A-2.  

Jeff Davis explained the 100 foot setbacks required by the township A-2 Zoning and the Variance application process and criteria for granting such a Variance.  Mr. Kurtz stated that would like to review his options and his site plan.  

Old Business: 
Bill Hoyt would like to take up the Transfer of Development Rights concept for a more in depth study and consider any merits that might be appropriate to apply to Stanton Township jurisdiction. The concept had been  slated for review in September, by the Planning Commission, as a density related issue.  
Commissioner Hoyt made a motion requesting an indication of support; some discussion ensued regarding the nature of the concept; Agricultural land could be protected by siting development near existing utilities and road rights of way.  

Some discussion ensued regarding the “first come first served” with Section and quarter/quarter limits. The CPI ratings that allow smaller minimum lot sizes in the township’s A-2 zone were noted as well. 
Residential zoning density limits were noted as an item for a broader discussion at the Annual Meeting, March 12th, 2024.
Commissioner Hoyt withdrew his motion.  No vote occurred.  
New Business:  
· Lists For SOP were discussed 
· Discussion ensued regarding the Ordinance as it currently reads; some housekeeping might be in order.  
· Hannah offered a sample for a workflow visual aid chart for testing on the website; it was discussed as a way to help applicants through the permitting process, including a list of items to bring to meetings.
Ordinance Review: 
Discussed housekeeping items within the Ordinance:

1. Section 15 regarding Zoning Requests Procedures-Section 15 page 26 “Paragraph E.” submittal information

2. Roof Mount PV Systems-Chart Section 31-Meeting Requirement? p. 35

3. Administrative Fees/Application Fee-Terminology-Discussion Tabled for a Word Search



4. Full Legal Descriptions were discussed as maybe not needed for some applications

5. Goodhue County Recording for Zoning Certificates was discussed; proposed edits were to strike the word Zoning Certificate on P. 28

6. “Consultants” might imply an expense, p. 20; replace with “research” or “qualified resources”.
7. Definitions of Ordinance/Zoning Amendment-p.24, D. can be defined as a zoning change of property, a language/text amendment or a map amendment.  All would be considered a change of the Ordinance.  

Some discussion ensued regarding the involvement of the FAA, Federal jurisdiction and the Historic Stanton Airfield.

Bill Hoyt made a motion to strike the FAA language from b., and substitute “shall comply with rules and regulations of state and local jurisdictions.”  Page, 76, under lV, b. Jeff Davis supported the motion using an amendment to the motion: “shall comply with rules and regulations of federal, state and local jurisdictions.” 
Jeff Davis restated the motion as he had offered the amendment.  Bill Hoyt seconded the motion as amended.  The amended motion passed 5/0.
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
· Planning Commissioners, were asked to please complete and sign a time sheet for Planning Commission service ending September 15th, 2023.  
Adjourn: Hannah Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn @9:57pm. Jeff Davis seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5/0. 
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________________________

Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission

_________________________________________________________
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