Approved Minutes November 21st, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Chair, Ken Burns; Jason Sachs, Craig Emery and Deputy, Pierre Maves.
Ken Burns called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chair Burns called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. 
Approval of Minutes From October 17th, 2023: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the October 17th minutes with requested edits. Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Jason Sachs, on behalf of Midcontinent Communications, requested a 10 year renewal of the current franchise agreement, with Stanton Township; the renewal instrument would be in the form of an amendment to the township Ordinance. Some brief discussion ensued regarding township addresses that can receive service for cable TV.  The 60 day rule was discussed; Mr. Sachs agreed to secure a signature for the township.  The first quarter of 2024 was noted, as an appropriate timeline, for an effective renewal. The requirement for a public hearing was noted.  
2. Ken Burns invited Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office Deputy, Pierre Maves, attended the meeting for community engagement.  Some brief discussion ensued regarding activity in the area. Deputy Maves reported that activity had been minimal.    
Zoning Requests:
1. Stephen Johnson, 5783 Wildwood Road, is requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of an addition to his existing home.  Parcel #411300150 approximately 2.42 acres is located in Stanton Township’s R-1 Zoning District; Goodhue County zones the parcel R-1.  

The dimensions were noted as a 15x30 bedroom and 5 x 2 feet of addition to the existing space as well.  Setbacks and the site plan were reviewed.  Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request, as it had been stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion carried 3/0.  Setbacks were reviewed.  
2. Mike Johnson, requested a Zoning Certificate for Parcel #410261200, on behalf of his client, Wendy Carroll.  Ms. Carroll, 32740 Stanton Trail would like to construct a horse shelter on her property zoned A-2, approximately 30 acres; Goodhue County zones the property A-2. Setbacks were reviewed.  
3. Mr. Craig Emery, 2050 330th Street, requested permission to excavate near 325th  Street, (AKA Johnston’s Road) for the  installation of an irrigation line and an electrical line. Some brief discussion ensued regarding a bond. Citing precedent, Bob Benson made a motion to allow the road work to be done under the security of a $5,000 personal check, made out to the township for bond purposes. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. Brief discussion ensued. Upon satisfactory completion of the project, the personal check would be voided and returned to the issuer.  The motion passed 3/0.  Mr. Emery had agreed to the terms. Mr. Steve Emery, 1634 330th Street, Dennison, MN 55018 provided a personal check in the amount of $5,000.  
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported that she had submitted a Road Mileage Certification to Goodhue County Public Works. 
2. Cheryle reported that the Levy Certification had been submitted to the Goodhue County Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.  
3. Cheryle reported that the new battery for the laptop had been installed and the new printer had been installed; all seems to be working well except for some learning curves.  
Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Beginning Balance $368,547.87
	Receipts 
	$2,377.81

	Disbursed
	$24,237.53

	Ending Balance 
	$346,688.15

	October, 2022
	$354,964.26


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, October 1- 31st, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for October 2022 was noted as $354,964.26. Mary called for any questions.  Mary reported that receipts from Agricultural Market Value Credit represented most of the receipts, $1841.40. 
Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: 
Maintenance List- 

1. Mats-Tom offered to trim new floor mat; possible repurposing for old mats was briefly discussed.
2. Danny reported that he and Larry had moved the rack in the utility room.

3. Electrician’s Quote-Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the quote from A&J Electric in the amount of $825.00 for two circuits installed.   
4. Danny Lundell reported that he had removed the shelter for officially posted notices. He noted that one of the bollards was retained for the benefit of the well head.  
5. Karen reported that some records retention activities had been conducted in the office, mostly old literature, duplicate documents and notes from previous board members.  
6. Danny noted that many chairs are being stored in the machine shed.  

Road Report:
1. LRIP 2023 Application-Some discussion ensued regarding construction costs increases and a contingency plan for the 2025 Levy proposed in 2024 at the Annual meeting, March 12th, 2024. The cost of the construction project was stated as $1, 271, 158.00 The township’s obligation, given a grant award, was stated as $111,645.00.  Ken referenced the finer points of the LRIP application, for detail extending beyond the LRIP Local Support Resolution.  
Resolution-Ken Burns read aloud Resolution #112123r regarding Oxford Mill Road improvement grant.  Chairman Burns signed the resolution.  Cheryle Peters attested.   Ken Burns made a motion to adopt Resolution #112123r. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  

2. GCCEA Letter-Kelly Hovel, General Manager, kindly responded to the township’s correspondence regarding SOP on utility excavations. He also provided primary contact information for line construction work.  
3. Contamination mitigation on 330th Avenue seems to be complete; turf restoration is needed.  
4. Review Employment Application- Ken Burns made a motion to approve hiring Sam Hanson as Road Crew employee, upon favorable interview. Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. Some brief discussion ensued. Ian Brown was eligible for an interview as well; Ken Burns made a motion to approve hiring Mr. Brown with a proper application and interview. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
5. Danny reported that Larry repaired the thermostat in the machine shed after purchasing parts.  

6. Danny reported that he had ordered special removable pads for the grader blade, for use in late winter/early spring.  

7. Danny reported that the township is waiting for sand; however, the current supply has been adequate. 
Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Road Report as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   
Old Business: 
1. Beacon classified ad suspended until after Road Crew hiring interviews.
New Business:  

1. Resolution 112123, establishing the Stanton Town hall as the 2024 Polling Place, was read aloud.  Ken Burns signed the resolution form; Cheryle attested.  Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the motion.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Ordinance Review:

Upcoming Meetings: 

1. Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesdays

2. MAT Annual Meeting and Conference- Mary reported that she had registered.
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
1. Mary reported on the Sick and Safe employee benefit changes. Changes are expected to be effective January 1st, 2024; the subject should be addressed at the December 19th, Town Board agenda.
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:  Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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