Approved Minutes December 19, 2023
Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz; Road Manager, Danny Lundell; Chair, Ken Burns; Kathryn Anderson, Laurie Johnson and Family; Deputy, Eddie Matul and Deputy, Ethan Schafer ; Jason Sachs attended via Zoom, on behalf of Midcontinent Communications.  Jenelle Sternitzky attended via Zoom.  
Ken Burns called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chair Burns called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening, with the requested additions.  
Approval of Minutes From November 21st, 2023: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the November 21st minutes with the requested edits. Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Because Stanton Township had approved a Density and Quarter, quarter variance contingent upon Goodhue County zoning approval, Kathryn Anderson represented the Forehand Beneficiaries, for an update of the status of Parcel #410362500.  Cheryle Peters explained that the process with Goodhue County had been completed with some changes; the update was intended to note those changes for the sake of a comprehensive recording, of the Density variance requested, from Stanton Township. 
Ms. Anderson proceeded to review the process in use with Goodhue County Zoning: a reconfiguration of Parcel #410362500 including a Zoning change to Suburban Residential and a land swap with a neighbor. The final outcome was described by Ms. Anderson using a survey map showing the county action of recording the swap.  The new parcel # was documented as 410362502.
2. Ken Burns invited Goodhue County Sheriff’s Office Deputies, Eddie Matul and Ethan Schafer; to speak. The officers attended the meeting for the purpose of community engagement. Some brief discussion ensued regarding activity in the area. 
Zoning Requests:
Midcontinent Communications requested an Ordinance Amendment that would renew the current franchise agreement with Stanton Township; Jason Sachs, Field Operations Manager, requested a public hearing to consider the Amendment, on behalf of Midcontinent Communications. 

Bob Benson made a motion to schedule the public hearing. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. The hearing was slated for Tuesday January 9th, 2024 at 7:15pm.  Mr. Sachs agreed to attend the hearing, in person. Copies of the 2013 agreement would be made available for public review at the hearing; the proposal is for a ten year renewal.    
Clerk’s Report: 

Cheryle reported that the new printer has been installed to use USB; wireless connection has, also, been achieved for printing.  Other scanning applications need a bit more study. Ken Burns made a motion to accept the Clerk’s Report. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.

Beginning Balance $346,688.15
	Receipts 
	$87,128.96

	Disbursed
	$16,458.51

	Ending Balance 
	$417,358.60

	November, 2022
	$438,356.68


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, November 1- 30th, 2023, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for November 2022 was noted as $438,356.68. Mary called for any questions.  Mary reported that receipts from Property Taxes 8-31-23 through 11-16-23 represented most of the receipts, $86,674.00.

Ken Burns made a motion to transfer the residuals in the COVID Fund, equal amounts to the Fire Fund and the Heavy Equipment Replacement Fund. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Building Report: Maintenance List- 

1. Cheryle reported that the electrical work has been ordered with the schedule pending. 
2. Cheryle requested permission to purchase a vacuum cleaner for use at the town hall. Bob Benson made a motion to approve the purchase.  Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the purchase, not to exceed $400.00; Ken Burns seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Building Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.

Road Report:
1. Cheryle reported that the soil exchanges seemed to be winding down on 330th Street. Some Operational Field readings were offered as a report to the township.  Multiple pages of additional reporting had been made available electronically.  
2. Danny reported that Sam Hanson had been interviewed, hired and given some training on the heavy equipment.  

3. Cheryle reported that Ian Brown had submitted an employment application for review.  Bob Benson and Danny Lundell had been given general approval to interview and hire Mr. Brown, if the interview was favorable.

4. Danny reported that he had investigated prices for a new road grader- he noted that the price had increased from $250,000 to $350,000 within the last three years; information valuable as part of the Road Report given at the Annual Meeting. The age of the township’s grader was estimated to be about 30 years old.  
5. Danny reported that the sand shed had been reloaded.  

6. Farm equipment tracks were noted in a right of way area near the town hall building.  

7. Gravel quotes were requested to go out in early January, via email.  

 Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Old Business: 
1. It was recommended to suspend the Beacon classified ad for the purpose of hiring.
2. Mary described some Earned Sick and Safe policy options; Karen Slininger made a motion to adopt a policy that allows accrual, not to exceed 48 banked hours per employee account, per year, effective January 1st, 2024. Employees must work at least 80 hours per year. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
3. The letter from Troy Gilchrist regarding the conditional use permit amendment denied, for additional parking in Lake Byllesby Park, was reviewed.  Follow up was suggested, in the form of an additional  letter, within a month. The township would request that Troy, representing Stanton Township, send a letter to Goodhue County officials, requesting a new proposal.

New Business:  

The Board of Audit meeting, for the year 2023, was scheduled for Thursday January 25th, 2024 @ 7pm. 

Ordinance Review: Cheryle reported that an A-2 Zoning Report is in process with Planning Commission
Upcoming Meetings: 

Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesdays

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:
MAT Annual Meeting and Conference-Mary reported on various items from the MAT Annual meeting: a mock meeting dramatization, cyber security (avoid using the cloud for backup) and the occurrences of disruptions during the MAT meeting on Saturday.  
MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- 
Mail:   Karen Slininger made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Claims:  Bob Benson made a motion to pay claims.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Ken Burns made a motion to adjourn.   Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters, Clerk Stanton Township

_________________________

Ken Burns, Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors
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