Stanton Township Planning Commission Meeting December 12th, 2023

Approved Minutes


Attending: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid; Secretary, Cheryle Peters; Commissioner, Jeff Davis; Commissioner, Mary Lundell; Supervisor, Ken Burns; Applicant, Jason Sachs.  Jenelle Sternitzky attended on line.  
Pledge of Allegiance: Chair, Hannah Regenscheid, called the meeting to order; the pledge of allegiance was recited.

Agenda:  Time was dedicated to review the agenda.

Approval of Minutes from November 14th, 2023: Time was dedicated to review the November 14th meeting minutes; Jeff Davis made a motion to approve the November 14th minutes. Hannah Regenscheid seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0.  
Public to Speak: Chair Regenscheid called for any requests to speak, not on the agenda. None were heard. 
Public Hearing:  
Zoning Requests: 

1. Midcontinent Communications would like to renew the current franchise agreement, with Stanton Township. Using an amendment to the current agreement, Mr. Sachs stated that only the expiration date would change.  Mr. Sachs made the request via Zoom.

Mr. Sachs had signed a 60 day waiver on behalf of Midcontinent Communications.

Jeff Davis made a motion to move the request forward, to the Town Board, for a public hearing date. Mary Lundell seconded the motion. The motion passed 4/0. The next Planning Commission meeting was noted as January 9th, 2024. 
Old Business: 
New Business:  
Ordinance Review: 
The spreadsheet, showing non-conforming parcels for minimum lot size in the A-2 Zoning district, was reviewed and analyzed for further comparisons. Discussion ensued briefly regarding township density records from 2006, as reference. Total dwelling stats, in Stanton Township, according to Goodhue County records, are approximately 142 dwellings.  Per section, the numbers are relatively unchanged when counting unplatted lots.  
Proposed setback changes in the A-2 zoning were noted as: 100 feet from center of the road for front, 50 feet on the back and 50 feet on the sides.  Goodhue County uses 30 feet on the back and 30 feet on the sides; front setbacks are comparable to Stanton Township, in effect.  Both jurisdictions use 100 feet on all setbacks, for livestock shelter buildings.  
Over 90 parcels were represented on the original spreadsheet of non-conforming lots in the township A-2; 685.27 acres were included in the non-conforming category; various data points of interest were briefly discussed:
· For reference, 299 parcels are Zoned A-2 in Stanton Township; 
· 98 of the 299 are non-conforming by minimum acreage standards;
· Out of the 98 non-conforming lots, 54 site dwellings; this constitutes a percentage of 55%
· Section 17 of the Stanton Township Planning and Zoning Ordinance uses the phrase “more topographic features” as a characteristic of  the A-2 zoning

· Stanton Township has jurisdiction over 791 parcels including all of the zoning districts.
Reports  of Meetings Attended: 
Announcements: 
· Planning Commissioners were asked to please complete and sign a time sheet for Planning Commission service ending December 15th, 2023.  
· Because Stanton Township operates on a Cash Accounting Basis, Stanton Township financial officials would greatly appreciate it if all checks issued from the Township would be cashed or deposited no later than December 27th of the year 2023.                                                                           
Adjourn: Chair Regenscheid made a motion to adjourn. Mary Lundell seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4/0. The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.
Respectfully submitted,
________________________________________________________

Cheryle Peters

Clerk, Stanton Township

Hannah Regenscheid
Chair, Stanton Township Planning Commission

_________________________________________________________
PAGE  
Page 1 of 3

