Approved Minutes February 20, 2024

Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Tom Kurtz; Chair, Ken Burns; Belinda Kuhn, Karl Kuhn, Jack Schlichting, Sue Mieska, Mary Ohmann, Ron and Sue Davis; Bruce Ohmann,  Rosie Schluter, Jenelle Sternitsky and Jess Greenwood attended on line.  
Ken Burns called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chair Burns called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary Lundell requested to be added to the public to speak portion.  
Approval of Minutes From January 16th, 2024: Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the January 16th, 2024 minutes with the requested edits. Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Belinda Kuhn, 32316 County Road 24, Cannon Falls, MN 55009-Ms. Kuhn introduced herself to the Town Board members and the Town Board, to her, accordingly.  She thanked the board and stated her intent to be brief. 

Ms. Kuhn related her understanding that, through word of mouth, her personal character and her standing as an election judge had been called into question, at a Town Board meeting. She noted that she was able to view a recording of the January town board meeting. She described a personal meeting with Mr. Danny Lundell in a field under his ownership. She expressed her regret for offending Mr. Lundell and noted that she would like to be a good neighbor.  

Continuing, she related that about one hour after her conversation with Mr. Lundell, Goodhue County Deputies, appeared at her home. They advised her to stay off of Mr. Lundell’s property, without his permission.  Ms. Kuhn offered a cake to Ms. Lundell. Ms. Lundell referred her to Mr. Lundell.   
2. Sue Mieska, 29679 23rd Avenue Way, Cannon Falls, MN 55009-Ms. Mieska related that she too was able to view a recording of the January town board meeting.  After viewing the recording she related that she had contacted the Secretary of State’s Office for the qualifications to be an election judge.  Character was not a qualification.  The election judge must know how to read, write and speak English and to take the required training and be eligible to vote in the state of Minnesota. She noted that The Town Board has the authority to remove election judges from the roster. Ms. Mieska expressed her regret that the Town Board hadn’t reviewed enough information, at the time that the removal was made.  Ms. Mieska thanked the Town Board for their time.   
3. Ken Burns, 4691 Scout Ridge Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009-Mr. Burns introduced himself and described his research regarding qualifications to be an election judge.  He had made an effort to speak with Ms. Kuhn to hear her account of the personal meeting with Mr. Lundell.  Mr. Burns described his acquaintance with Ms. Kuhn.

Mr. Burns noted that the incident involving Mr. Lundell and Ms. Kuhn should have been kept out of the township meeting setting.  He offered a written page of his comments, to anyone that wanted a copy.  

In summary, Mr. Burns offered his personal apology for his part in removing Ms. Kuhn from the roster of election judges and recommended that Ms. Kuhn be reinstated for the coming elections in August and November, of 2024. 

4. Jack Schlichting, 32207 County Road 24 Boulevard, Section 25 Cannon Falls, MN 55009-Mr. Schlichting introduced himself and noted that, on occasion, his cows trespass on his neighbors’ property, to his regret. He also noted that he would be serving the township as Parliamentarian/Moderator for the Annual Meeting; he stated his appreciation, to Mr. Burns, for the public apology to Ms. Kuhn.
Mr. Schlichting noted that he has served in Ramsey County as a Head Judge and that he would be glad to work with Ms. Kuhn, as an election judge.  He noted that emergency #’s to the Sheriff’s office should be used only for emergency reasons.  Mr. Schlichting encouraged property owners to contribute toward the care of the rights of way.   
5. Jenelle Sternitzky, 30991 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN via Zoom-Jenelle Sternitsky made a request that the Zoom feature would be made available for the Annual Meeting March 12th, 2024.  Ken Burns responded with a yes, however, he stated that some extra time might be needed to properly monitor the screen.  
The act of trespassing was noted as well as other ditch located activities such as maintenance and snowmobiling. Jenelle thanked Ken Burns for his assistance in past years and asked him for a copy of a particular document.  

A list of the issued Conditional Use Permits, in Stanton Township, was requested, as well.   

6. Cheryle Peters, 32840 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009- Cheryle Peters re-stated the qualifications for being an election judge and noted that she was not aware of any violations of such.  
7. Mary Lundell, 33100 42nd Avenue, Cannon Falls, MN 55009-Mary Lundell commented on Ms. Kuhn’s 
act of trespassing, trespassing in general, the Boy Scout Camp, cliff jumping, Goodhue County Public Works parking lot expansion and Ken Burns’ written statement.  
Mr. Burns called for others that would like to make a public comment; hearing none he closed the public comment section with a request that the incident between Danny Lundell and Belinda Kuhn be kept outside of the town hall.  

Zoning Requests:
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Cheryle reported briefly on the upcoming elections: Presidential Nomination Primary and the Township Officers’s Election.  There is opportunity for some reimbursement associated with costs for the PNP election. 

a) PNP trainings had been added to the election judge training requirements.

Cheryle reported that she would be picking up supplies and equipment.

b) Cheryle requested permission to place public notices for the following activities:

Change of PC Meeting, Monday March 11th; Annual Meeting, and TS Officers’ Election; Public Accuracy Test notice with AB voting at the Town Hall March 9th.
2. Cheryle reported that the Utility request from MetroNet.com had been issued-The excavation permit was sent and the bond was received.   
3. Cheryle reported that the MidCo Ordinance had been recorded and copy sent to Jason Sachs.  

4. Cheryle reported that Troy Gilchrist had sent Town Board requested correspondence to Goodhue County Officials.
Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $397, 810.07
	Receipts 
	$7,492.54

	Disbursed
	$11,389.41

	Ending Balance 
	$393,913.20

	January, 2023
	$411,563.05


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, January  1- 31st, 2024, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for January 2023 was noted as $411,563.05. Mary reported that Receipts were from Filing Fees, Premium Quality Trees for a contribution toward chloride expenses on roads near the Christmas Tree Farm, Property Taxes and Road Sign Material Scrap. Mary covered the $.05 that had been overlooked until the Board of Audit meeting.  
Karen Slininger made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Mary noted that all of the year end reports are in order. Reports for the Annual Meeting will be emailed to Ken Burns.  

Building Report: Clean up was mentioned in preparation for the PNP election and the Township Officer Election and the Annual Meeting. Cheryle was offered help.  
Road Report:
1. Mary Lundell reported on behalf of Danny Lundell:

2. Danny sent the County Road Map with markings for a review at later time; it will be stored in the Road Supervisor’s File drawer in the Town Hall Building

3. Bob and Danny delivered scrap signage to the recycler.
4. One plow tour was needed; Danny and Larry dispatched. 

5. Bob, Danny and Ian Brown have made attempts to get together for an interview.
6. The tractor has a suspected minor leak; the maintenance can likely be done after the need for salt and sand is over.  

7. The post damage on 330th Street has been worked out with the property owner and the clean up company.  

Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Old Business: Ken Burns read aloud Resolution # 01162024V, Parcel #410362502; The Resolution is for a Density Variance in Section 36 also affecting the quarter, quarter, as well.  Chairman Burns explained that the document needed to be in a particular format to be recorded by Goodhue County.  Ken Burns signed; Cheryle Peters attested.  Ken Burns made a motion to adopt the resolution; Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
New Business:  
Ordinance Review: 
Discussions of:

1. A-2 Zoning Setback Reductions;

2. Residential Setback Reduction, and the 

3. Continued Use of a Chart/Table for Setback Reference Purposes, a Possible Redesign. 

Cheryle was asked to do a brief presentation regarding Zoning discussions that have occurred with the Planning Commission and the Town Board, for the Annual Meeting discussions.   

Upcoming Meetings: 
Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesday

Day at the Capital April 8-9th
Spring Short Courses-March 19th-20th Rochester/ might require check for a pre-pay.  April 5th other locations. 
Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Open Book Meeting –Wednesday, April 17, 11am; Training validation was noted.
Randolph/Hampton Fire District Annual Business Meeting-Scheduled for March 7th, 2024
Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

1. MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- Roads presented by Attorney
2. Mary attended a Webinar For PERA

3. Cheryle reported that she had watched a presentation about Fire Fighting Statutes

4. Town Board of Audit Thursday January 25th, 2024 @7pm- Karen noted that the “Insider” magazine had some instruction that was different than how the board has conducted the audit in the past.  November 2024 agenda planning was recommended as a reminder.  
5. GHC Township Officers’ Meeting- February 3rd, 2024 @9am, Zumbrota VFW
a) Bob reported that multiple speakers had attended: Legal Representatives, Gary Burdorf, MAT President and Director. Business meeting was conducted Goodhue County Sheriff presented, Mary reported that three townships do not use ACH instruments.  

b) New officer training will be offered at the Spring Short Course, March 19th for the day, in Rochester.  
Mail:   Bob Benson made a motion to review the mail.  Ken Burns seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:  Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.   Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 8:53pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________
Cheryle A. Peters 
Clerk, Stanton Township_________________________
Ken Burns,
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors____________________________
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