Approved Minutes March 19, 2024

Stanton Township Board Meeting

Attending: Supervisor, Bob Benson; Vice-Chair, Karen Slininger; Treasurer, Mary Lundell; Clerk, Cheryle Peters; Chair, Ken Burns; Tom Kurtz; Mary Ohmann, Bruce Ohmann, Steve Jacobsen, Brook Collins, Jay Biggs and Scott Olson. Applicants: Larry and Susan Kuehn, Cheryle Bergan, Ty Bergan, Jordan Dahlback, and Chris Smisek.
Ken Burns called the meeting to order at 7pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chair Burns called to reveal any conflicts of interest. No conflicts were revealed.  As his last night as a Stanton Township supervisor, Ken Burns expressed his gratitude to the residents for the experience of serving the township.  He, also, encouraged, service as a Planning Commissioner, as well.  
Agenda: A few moments were taken to review the agenda for the evening. Mary Lundell requested to speak regarding payroll, election judges, Earned Sick and Safe Time and various other subjects during the Treasurer’s Report.  She requested that an email regarding bridge inspection reports be added under the Road Report.  She included meeting reports, reportable under the Meeting 
Reports category.  
Approval of Minutes From February 20th, 2024: Bob Benson made a motion to approve the February 20th, 2024 minutes with the requested edits. Karen Slininger seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0. 
Public to Speak: 
1. Jay Biggs and Brook Collins, attended the meeting as organizers of an event at the Stanton Airfield-Saturday June 22nd, 2024. 

Mr. Biggs and Ms. Collins gave a brief history of the Stanton Airfield and a brief description for the event including its highlights of: live music, food and beverages, raffle, demonstrations, airplane rides, fly-bys and silent auction. They thanked the Town Board for the opportunity to speak regarding the event and left some flyers for promotional purposes.  The event was described as a fund raising event for the airfield and the Stanton Civil Air Patrol Squadron.  
2. Scott Olson, 31124 55th Avenue Way, thanked Ken Burns for his 9 years of service to the township.  Mr. Olson noted that Ken had been patient with residents and a good listener, to a degree that was above and beyond the call of duty.  

Zoning Requests:
1. Larry and Susan Kuehn, 30340 Highway 56 Boulevard, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, would like to construct one additional accessory building, 40x80. Stanton Township zones Parcel #410170500 as R-1 and Goodhue County zones the parcel as A-2.  The parcel is 8.30 acres in lot size.  

The Kuehns requested a public hearing to request a Variance to construct the 3200 sq. building; multiple Accessory buildings are in play, as well.  Bob Benson made a motion to schedule the public hearing; Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  The hearing was scheduled for April 9th at the next Regularly Scheduled Planning Commission meeting @ 7:15pm.  

2. Jordan Dahlback  requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a new dwelling.  The address, 30558 Oxford Mill Road, Cannon Falls, MN 55009, currently sites one dwelling.  Mr. Dahlback would like to swap the dwelling for new construction.  

Karen Slininger made a motion to approve the request, as stated, with the requirement of a Performance
Bond, of $10,000.  The bond would be retained until the Certificate of Occupancy has been issued and the original dwelling has been removed. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0. The Township Zoning Certificate can be issued administratively upon the bond post; no additional township meetings would be necessary.    
3. Ty Bergan, 5881 324th St. Cannon Falls, MN 55009, requested a Zoning Certificate approving the construction of a Front Porch /Addition. The front porch portion is 14x9; addition is 28x20.  Setbacks were reviewed.  Bob Benson made a motion to approve the request.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  
Clerk’s Report: 

1. Elections

a. Cheryle reported that 57 residents attended to vote in the Township Elections- 5 votes were cast as Absentee Ballots.
b. Cheryle provided documentation showing that 135 voters attended to vote in the Presidential Nomination Primary.  

c.   Cheryle reported that there is an opportunity to be partially reimbursed for expenses related      
      to the Presidential Primary Nomination election; the Secretary of State’s office has offered a  
      grant.  The application is due in May of 2024.
d.   Cheryle requested some assistance during election seasons for such things as: equipment 
      pickups, signage placements, cleaning, constructions, set ups, Absentee Ballot Board meetings 
      for Township Elections, etc. 
Ken Burns made a motion to approve time worked by trained appointed Head Judges performing election related activities assisting in election work, at the Head Judge rate of pay for the Year 2024.  Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.  

Discussion ensued regarding Wage Notices. Ken Burns made a motion to regard the previous motion as retroactive toward the Presidential Nomination Primary election and the Township Officers’ election, in 2024.  Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.


2. Annual Meeting Review-25 signed the attendance roster + app. 3 online viewers.  
Cheryle and Ken reviewed the renewal process outlined by emails from Zoom-Ken spoke briefly about the history of paying with a check and the disruption of Zoom upgraded services.  Hopefully, the process will be better this year.  
3. Cheryle reported that she had not tracked the Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Department of Revenue Training.  Karen Slininger reported that her training was valid, until 2026, for the Open Book Meeting with  Goodhue County Assessors, April 17th, 2024. 
4. Cheryle reported that she had placed a first order to Quill; all seemed to be good: quick delivery and opportunity to use Tax Exempt status.  
Bob Benson made a motion to approve the Clerk’s Report. Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.
Beginning Balance $393,913.20
	Receipts 
	$31,913.52

	Disbursed
	$31,933.61

	Ending Balance 
	$393,893.11

	February, 2023
	$408,606.68


Treasurer’s Report:

Mary Lundell recited the township’s “receipts and disbursements”, February  1- 29th, 2024, including a total. She then submitted the Cash Control Report and Statement of Receipts, Disbursements and Balances (Schedule 1 YTD) and requested that the supervisors sign it.  They did so.  The Clerk’s reconciliation of the bank statement and Cash Control Report were submitted for Supervisors’ review and signature, as well.

A brief year to date review, of historic Fund balances, was made.  The monthly Ending Balance for February 2023 was noted as $408,606.68. It was reported that Receipts were sourced from Goodhue County for the Road Allotment, Northern Star Council for chloride reimbursement, one Excavation permit from Metronet Systems, LLC, a  recording fee from MidCo, and some interest from First Farmers & Merchants. 
Mary noted that the township would likely pay an amount toward Tom Kurtz’s unemployment benefits, via an EFT, sometime in March. Life Insurance benefits were proposed for five Town Board members: Bruce Ohmann, Karen Slininger, Bob Benson, Cheryle Peters, Mary Lundell, and three Road Crew employees: Danny Lundell, Larry Jensen and Tom Kurtz. The total premium check would be $1285.00 for the annual payment.  Ken Burns would be removed from the policy.  
Mary noted that there is a threshold for mandatory withholdings that needs to be monitored in the CTAS system.  She clarified the payroll situation for Ken Ebert with retroactive pay, taxes and payroll employer paid taxes recalculated.  
Bob Benson made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, as stated.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  

Building Report: Outlets were installed; the racking can be returned to the east wall in the utility room.   
Road Report:
1. Danny suggested bringing the Goodhue County Map on the Road Tour.

2. An Annual Road Inspection Tour was scheduled for Monday April 15, 2024 @ 4pm. Gather at the Town Hall.  Danny reported that approximately 20% of the rock had been applied to township roads, already.  Moisture is needed. The coming snow was noted. 

3. Snowshoes were being built for the grader.

4. Danny reported that Safe’s Tree Service had worked on Oxford Mill Road ROW’s to remove trees.  Karen Slininger made a motion to allocate $2,000 toward stump removal, as well. Bob Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.   

5. Danny asked for a recommendation for a pothole filler; Bruce Ohmann did not recommend the product for long term repairs. Potholes could be inspected  April 15th.

6. Mary noted an email regarding county bridge inspection reports; the website had been reviewed at the Goodhue County Township Officers’ meeting.  
Ken Burns made a motion to approve the Road Report.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0. 
Old Business: 
Letter from Andy Hines and Culvert Inspection-Danny agreed to inspect and requested some contact information.  
Ken Burns returned the traffic counter and recommended that the device be deployed at several locations for a week at a time; data should be collected at various locations during various seasons. 

New Business:  Danny suggested a MAT handbook for Bruce’s reference.  Discussion ensued regarding New Officer training including the MAT Manual.  
Ordinance Review: 
Cheryle reported that she ran out of copies at the Annual Meeting, but did post most of the documents on the township website for review.  
1. A-2 Zoning Setback Reductions;

2. Residential Setback Reduction, and the 

3. Continued Use of a Chart/Table for Setback Reference Purposes, a Possible Redesign. 

Reports of Meetings/Trainings Attended:

1. MAT Conferences via Zoom on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays- Mary noted that MAT March 5th training advised against gifting to Township Officials; five dollars or less might be an appropriate gift.  Some discussion ensued regarding items and circumstances.  

2. Mary reported that she had listened to a conference on the subject of public expenditures, February 20th; what constitutes a “public expenditures”.  Mary informed Bruce about the MAT website, as a resource.
3. Karen Slininger reported that she and Bob Benson attended the Spring Short Course in Rochester.  She spoke briefly about roads and available road products; she reported that meetings might include various CTAS reports in addition to Bank Statements.  Karen reported that Steve Fenske talked about public speech at meetings.  She complimented his presentation.
4. Bob Benson reported that the MATIT mis-payment might be somewhat recovered.  Three suspects were located in the Georgia area.  

5. Randolph/Hampton Fire District Annual Business Meeting- March 7th, 2024. Mary noted that there might be some re-alignments for fire protection: Sciota Township is located partly in Northfield and could be looking for participation in the Randolph Hampton Fire District.  
Addresses more than 5 miles away from the firehouse could see increases in household insurance premiums.  

Upcoming Meetings: 
Township Tuesday Conference Calls-1st and 3rd Tuesday

Day at the Capital April 8-9th
Spring Short Courses-March 19th-20th; April 5th other locations. 
Local Board of Appeals and Equalization Open Book Meeting –Wednesday, April 17, 11am; Training validation was noted. Ken briefly described the meeting and the role of the township supervisors.  
Mail:   Ken Burns made a motion to review the mail.  Bob Benson seconded the motion. The motion passed 3/0.  
Claims:  Ken Burns made a motion to pay claims.  Karen Slininger seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3/0.  Ken made a motion to pay claims to: Cannon Valley Fair, Goodhue County Fair and the Goodhue County Historical Society, each for $200 donated by vote of the electorate, March 12th, 2024. Bob Benson seconded the motion; the motion passed 3/0.   
Adjourn:   Bob Benson made a motion to adjourn.  Ken Burns seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3\0.  The meeting adjourned at 9:48pm.
Respectfully submitted_______________________

Cheryle A. Peters 
Clerk, Stanton Township_________________________
Ken Burns,
Chair, Stanton Township Board of Supervisors____________________________
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